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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CUELLAR).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 9, 2020.

I hereby appoint the Honorable HENRY
CUELLAR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

AMERICANS NEED BILL OF
RIGHTS BACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
every American needs to see Angela
Marsden’s tearful video as she pours
out her frustrations as a small res-
taurant owner in Los Angeles.

Forced to drastically curtail her
business during California’s brutal
shutdowns, she took out an $80,000 loan
to meet all the expensive requirements

to move her dining outside and salvage
what was left of her life’s work.

Instead, authorities arbitrarily
changed the rules and shut her down
again, a death sentence for her 10-year-
old restaurant. Yet, the same authori-
ties permitted a film production com-
pany to offer the very same outdoor
dining across the very same parking
lot the day she had to close her busi-
ness.

“I am losing everything,” she says
through her tears. ‘“‘Everything I own
is being taken away from me.”’

In Staten Island, police hauled a res-
taurant owner away in handcuffs for
desperately trying to reopen his estab-
lishment just across the tracks from
other restaurants where dining was al-
lowed under precisely the same condi-
tions.

When asked to explain these capri-
cious standards, California’s Governor
Gavin Newsom smarmed: Oh, I am
deeply empathetic.

Well, that must be a load off of their
minds.

The Fifth Amendment in our Bill of
Rights specifically protects Americans
from being deprived of life, liberty, or
property without due process of law.
Where are those rights today?

Congress is now discussing how to
provide relief for the thousands of
small business owners, their employ-
ees, and the families that depend on
them who have been crushed by these
reckless edicts.

As usual, politicians measure their
empathy by how much they are willing
to spend of other people’s money.

But the fine point of the matter is
this: Government cannot support the
economy for any significant period of
time because government does not fi-
nance the economy. It is the economy
that finances the government. When
you shut down the economy, you shut
down the revenues that go to the gov-
ernment.

The only genuine relief from the
COVID lockdowns is to end the COVID

lockdowns. Why is it so hard for some
people to understand that? By now, it
ought to be obvious that the lockdowns
have failed to contain this virus.

After 9 months of this unprecedented
experiment in social engineering, the
virus continues to spread. Common
sense should tell us that the more in-
fectious a virus and the deeper it has
already penetrated into a population,
the less effective mass isolation will

be.

The plight of Angela Marsden and
countless victims of these policies tell
us clearly what we are very effectively
accomplishing. We are destroying our
society.

We have set in motion countless
avoidable deaths by suicide, drug and
alcohol abuse, domestic violence, de-
ferred health treatments, deferred
health screenings, and poverty that
will stalk us for many years to come.
We have robbed our youth of a year of
their educations.

Nearly half of American retailers say
they are now in imminent danger of
permanently closing. Forbes magazine
reports: ‘“The number one worry on
most small business owners’ mind now
is the threat of more government-man-
dated business closures.”

Eleven million Americans who had
jobs in February no longer have those
jobs today.

Modern science and its many break-
throughs in immunology, epidemi-
ology, and virology have given us ad-
vanced treatments and vaccines unpar-
alleled in human history. But science
is grotesquely incompetent to reorder
human societies or to change the laws
of human nature, nor does it give offi-
cials the omniscience to know what is
best for every person in every cir-
cumstance, nor does it give them the
right to wantonly destroy people’s
lives and livelihoods. After all, medi-
cine’s most ancient command is: First,
do no harm.

We have arbitrarily and indiscrimi-
nately destroyed the life’s work and
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life’s dreams of millions of Americans
like Angela Marsden. We have made
the most sacred right of Americans to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness into a hollow and bitter mockery.

The American people don’t need the
Governor’s empathy, and they don’t
need politicians’ handouts. They need a
government that protects their right
to make a living and to lead their own
lives according to their own best judg-
ment.

They need their Bill of Rights back,
and above all, they need their freedom
back.

——————

FAREWELL TO THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to say good-bye to this body as
my time serving the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Massachusetts comes
to a close.

This job has been an honor. We have
come quite a long way since my first
days in the Capitol when I had an AP
reporter following me around for the
day, and I got so lost trying to find the
House floor that I ended up in the
Longworth parking garage.

Luckily, things have mostly
proved from there:

Seeing my name on that office door
for the first time;

Keeping company with giants that I
grew up idolizing, like John Lewis,
Eliseo Medina, and Dolores Huerta;

Having the honor of responding to
Donald Trump’s first State of the
Union from Diman Regional Voc-Tech
in mighty Fall River, Massachusetts.

There are a few people who I would
not be here without.

To my wife, Lauren: Thank you for
serving alongside me, for the sacrifices
that you made and the heart that you
gave to this job, too. Tell Ellie and
James that dad has breakfast, bath,
and school drop-off duty for the next 15
years or so.

To the Massachusetts delegation: I
loved serving with you. I loved learning
from you. There is no team I would
rather have been in the trenches with
every day.

To my constituents back home: I am
so grateful for the trust that you put in
me. My proudest moments were when
you allowed me to bring your voice to
this Chamber, when I could carry what
you felt in Taunton or Attleboro or
Fall River or Milford to this floor.
Thank you for the privilege that you
afforded me. I will see you back home
soon.

Finally, to the staff members who
worked and thought and fought and
talked and wrote and served alongside
me over the course of the last 8 years;
you all are the heroes behind my story.
There will never be words for my grati-
tude for everything that you took on
every single day—and so many nights—

im-
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to ensure that we did this job right. I
will miss not seeing all of your faces
quite so often.

Mr. Speaker, I leave this body proud
and hopeful because here is what I
know: that we are a complicated and
messy country, that we violated our
founding promises before the ink was
dry. We boldly declared, ‘““We the peo-
ple,” and promptly defined ‘‘we” as
rich, White, Protestant men. We staked
out moral high ground of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness, and paid
for it with human bondage, abuse, and
suffering that we carry to this day.

But embedded in that history is a
slow and stubborn story that every
generation shares, a journey to heal
those wounds, an understanding fought
and bled for over time that we are in
this mess together whether we like it
or not.

Our arc isn’t clean, but it is clear
that each generation expands that defi-
nition of ‘“we.” We suffer setbacks. We
get pushed off track and sometimes
can’t feel that progress. We fight
amongst ourselves. But still, genera-
tion after generation, we expand.

And that is the counterweight to the
great lie of these times, that the Amer-
ican pie is finite; that for my family to
survive, yours must suffer; that the
richest Nation on Earth is somehow
plagued by scarcity rather than greed.

Loosening that lie’s grip on our coun-
try is the work of our generation—for
people who feel unseen, unheard, and
unrepresented; for the most in need of
assistance and protection, justice and
opportunity, who have been told by
their government that there is no room
or money or time or will.

And that injustice is a reality etched
in stone rather than a deliberate choice
by those in power about who is worthy
and who is not.

I hope that in the months and years
ahead, this body can help change that,
that we will err on the side of expan-
sion, of inclusion, acceptance, equity,
and grace, because history makes clear
that the only true error is when we do
the absolute opposite.

Our future is big and bright, but it
will take everything and everyone to
reach it. I hope that a new generation
of Americans will rise knowing that
the people’s House stands tall for them.

Mr. Speaker, it has been an honor.
God bless and Godspeed.

———

DEMOCRATIC ELECTION THEFT
EXPERT DESCRIBES HOW HE
DOES IT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, this is my sixth speech in a series
on voter fraud, election theft, and the
Presidential election.

Today, I cite an August 29, 2020, New
York Post article that quotes exten-
sively from a New Jersey professional
Democrat election theft expert’s de-
scription of how he steals elections
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using the en masse mailed ballot vot-
ing system.

The election theft expert states he
puts a real ballot into ‘‘the copy ma-
chine, and it comes out the same way.”’

‘““But the return envelopes are ‘more
secure than the ballot. You could never
re-create the envelope.’”’

So envelopes had to be collected from
real voters. The election theft expert
adds: ‘“‘He would have his operatives
fan out, going house to house, con-
vincing voters to let them mail com-
pleted ballots on their behalf as a pub-
lic service. The fraudster and his min-
ions would then take the sealed enve-
lopes home and hold them over boiling
water.”

For those unaware, the process of
collecting ballots from voters, it is
called ballot harvesting and is legal in
some States but illegal in others.

The election theft expert continues:
“You have to steam it to loosen the
glue.”

‘““He then would remove the real bal-
lot, place the counterfeit ballot inside
the signed certificate, and reseal the
envelope. ‘Five minutes per ballot
tops,””” is how long he says it takes to
steal a vote.

The election theft expert adds that
‘““sometimes postal employees are in on
the scam. ‘You have a postman who is
a rabid anti-Trump guy, and he is
working in Bedminster or some Repub-
lican stronghold. He can take those
filled-out ballots, and knowing 95 per-
cent are going to a Republican, he can
just throw those in the garbage.’”

“In some cases, mail carriers were
members of his ‘work crew’ and would
sift ballots from the mail and hand
them over to the operative.”
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The election theft expert continues:
“With mail-in ballots, partisans from
both parties hash out and count ballots
at the local board of elections—debat-
ing which ballots make the cut and
which need to be thrown out because of
irregularities.

““Any ballots offered up by him or his
operation would come with a bent cor-
ner along the voter certificate—which
contains the voter signature—so Demo-
cratic board of election counters would
know the fix was in and not to object.”

The New York Post describes his vote
theft methods as ‘‘organizationally, his
voter fraud schemes in the Garden
State and elsewhere resembled Mafia
organizations, with a boss—usually the
campaign manager—handing off the
day-to-day managing of the mob sol-
diers to underboss—him. The actual
candidate was usually kept in the dark
deliberately so they could maintain
‘plausible deniability.””’

This Democrat election theft expert
stunningly helps expose the sordid un-
derbelly of voter fraud and election
theft that riddles America’s election
system and too often makes official
election results inaccurate and unreli-
able.

As my prior speeches have detailed,
voting in American elections by illegal
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aliens and other noncitizens so out of
control that Joe Biden openly solicited
the illegal alien bloc vote and support
with the promise of amnesty and citi-
zenship if they helped him get elected
President.

Further, en masse ballot mail-out
schemes are illegal because they vio-
late Article I, Section 4 of the Con-
stitution and Congress’ ensuing legisla-
tion that designates one 24-hour day as
the election day. More to the point,
Congress could have but did not create
an election week, an election month, or
an election season.

Mr. Speaker, the overwhelming, com-
pelling, and irrefutable evidence leads
to but one conclusion: If only lawful
votes cast by eligible American citi-
zens are counted, President Trump
handily won the electoral college and
reelection.

Hence, on January 6, 2021, provided
the required one Senator joins me, I
will object to and vote to reject elec-
toral college submissions of Nevada,
Georgia, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and
all other States whose election systems
are so badly flawed as to render their

vote submissions unreliable,
untrustworthy, and unworthy of ac-
ceptance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President-elect.

FIXING A BROKEN WASHINGTON
MEANS BRIDGING PARTISAN DI-
VIDES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. MCADAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
say farewell to this institution that I
have been so lucky and honored to
serve.

I want to first thank my wife, Julie,
for supporting my career in public
service for the past 12 years and for
these last 2 years while I have been a
Member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. It is an understatement
to say that I could not have done this
job without her, both in terms of her
unconditional love and support, for
taking care of our family while I have
traveled back and forth to Washington,
and as a thought partner, sounding
board, strategic adviser, moral con-
science, and North Star. Any time that
I was faced with a politically difficult
dilemma, she would tell me to follow
my conscience and stand for what I be-
lieve in.

I want to also thank my four chil-
dren: James, Kate, Robert, and Isaac:
Your humor, love, and support have
kept me going even when things get
tough. Thank you for allowing me to
pursue this great adventure, and I am
looking forward to more evenings at
home with the four of you.

I also want to thank my staff. I know
that I have had one of the best staffs on
Capitol Hill, and it is a testament to
their hard work and their perseverance
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that we were able to accomplish as
much as we did. So to Nichole, Tiffany,
Alyson, Eric, Michelle, Andrea, Chris,
Brennen, Julianne, Katie, Christian,
Marcus, Hannah, and Stephanie, thank
you.

To the people of Utah who granted to
me this opportunity, thank you.

I also thank my House colleagues,
Democrats and Republicans, for your
ideas, for our constructive disagree-
ments. For those who shared my desire
to work together to find solutions to
our challenges, I am grateful.

Mr. Speaker, I packed up my Wash-
ington, D.C., office this week with
mixed emotions: pride in the work that
I accomplished to support Utah’s hard-
working families, but frustrated at
what did not get done. Nothing cap-
tures it quite like the failure to deliver
to date much-needed emergency relief
due to the coronavirus.

We see this catastrophe happening in
Utah and around the country. People
are dying; people are sick; people are
hurting economically; small businesses
are on the brink of failure, and many
have already failed. It is time for each
and every one of us to step forward and
to do our part.

It is long past time for Congress to
put the partisanship and politics aside
and to do its job, to get it done and to
show results. A bill that does not pass
the House and Senate and get signed by
the President means nothing to strug-
gling businesses or to a struggling fam-
ily.

The partisan divide has taken a toll
on public confidence in government’s
ability to meet the challenges we were
elected to solve. Americans recognize
their distrust of the Federal Govern-
ment and each other is a problem that
gets in the way of solving tough issues.
A new type of polarization is gripping
the country.

As one researcher noted: ‘‘This level
of political divisiveness on both sides
creates a feedback loop of hatred and
leaves the U.S. open to manipulation
by foreign powers that wish to further
these internal rifts.”

I have tried to counter that in my
public service by walking a centrist
path: to heal and to listen where I can,
to hear from all sides, and to find com-
mon ground.

I believe it is important to elect peo-
ple willing to work across the aisle,
people like me who build bridges rather
than fan the flames. I have seen this
work, whether it is working with Re-
publicans to counter the alarming rise
in the rate of suicide or traveling to
our southern border to get agreement
for emergency food, housing, and med-
ical aid for refugees fleeing violence
and danger in their home countries.
Once you learn that people in both par-
ties agree on both humanitarian treat-
ment and securing the border, efforts
can focus on ironing out the details.

I was proud to represent Utah’s
Fourth Congressional District during
the 116th Congress, serving my commu-
nity, my State, and my country as an
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elected Representative in the people’s
House. This was a great honor and a
privilege. I am glad to have carried out
their good ideas across the finish line,
including four bills expected to be
signed into law.

I have built relationships with Re-
publicans and Democrats that led to
success on clean air, stopping child
trafficking, preventing suicide, and re-
covering investment savings for hard-
working seniors cheated by fraudsters.

My wish this holiday season for those
who serve next year in Congress is to
be less partisan and more like Utahns
who see the best in each other, who
work together, roll up their sleeves,
and solve problems together for the
good of everyone.

Godspeed, and may God bless the
United States of America.

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF OFFICER ANDY ORNELAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr, GARCIA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, while most Americans were
sitting down to dinner and enjoying a
relaxing evening with their families on
November 23, a young California High-
way Patrol officer by the name of Andy
Ornelas was on duty in the bucolic city
of Palmdale.

At 7:05 p.m., a vehicle turned directly
into the path of Officer Ornelas’ motor-
cycle, causing a terrible accident.
After a valiant fight for his life, Andy
succumbed to his injuries and passed
away 9 days later on December 2.

I rise today to pay tribute to this
precious hero who was taken from this
world too soon.

Men and women like Officer Ornelas
make sacrifices and face danger on a
daily basis while we, the average citi-
zens of this beautiful country and the
beneficiaries of their service, remain
wrapped in the warmth of the security
blanket which they provide.

While he was alive, we didn’t thank
Officer Ornelas enough. We didn’t ap-
preciate him enough, and we certainly
didn’t support him enough.

As a society, we need to remember
that these precious guardians of peace
and security that they provide are sub-
jected to dangers that the average
American cannot fathom. While they
are alive, we need to honor our first re-
sponders more.

Andy did things right. He did things
for the right reason. He worked hard,
he played hard, and he loved his friends
and his family with purity and inten-
sity. We were all blessed to have him
on his watch.

My deepest condolences and prayers
go out to Andy’s family. His mom and
dad, his brother and uncle are all law
enforcement officers. His wife, Taylor,
now, more than ever, needs the full
support of her Nation, the support of
her State, and the support of her com-
munity.

Andy is with God, and, Taylor, we are
with you. At all times, we are at your
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disposal to support you in any way
that we can.
HONORING THE SERVICE OF BOB KELLAR

Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
a good friend who is retiring after near-
ly six decades of noble and loyal serv-
ice to our Nation and to our State of
California.

Today, Mr. Bob Kellar is officially re-
tiring from the Santa Clarita City
Council after more than 20 years in
that role. During his tenure, he also
served as mayor four times.

Before his time on the city council,
Bob Kellar also served our community
as an LAPD officer for 25 years, and be-
fore that, he was a Green Beret in the
U.S. Army.

His list of accomplishments and lead-
ership roles in our community is too
long to list here today. In the end, it is
his kind character, his humble com-
portment, and his playful sense of
humor that makes this patriot and
public servant so special.

I want to also thank Bob’s wife,
Kathy, for making so many sacrifices
in support of our community and coun-
try.

Bob, I am proud to call you my
friend, and I am honored to know you.
Sir, you are one of the best Americans
I have met. Congratulations on your
retirement.

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE OF GENERAL
CHUCK YEAGER

Mr. GARCIA of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of an American legend and aviation
pioneer, General Chuck Yeager, who
passed away this past Monday, Decem-
ber 7.

Daring to be the first to break the
sound barrier over California’s Mojave
Desert, General Yeager achieved avia-
tion history in 1947 and launched the
modern jet age. He did what many
thought was impossible, and he did it
over the skies of my district.

But his dedication to our Nation and
contribution to aeronautical sciences
was greater than this one crowning
achievement. He served in World War
II as a fighter ace, shooting down 13
German planes—b5 in one day.

In 1953, he set a world speed record by
flying at nearly 2% times the speed of
sound.

From commanding the school train-
ing astronauts at Edwards Air Force
Base, to flying 127 missions as com-
mander of a fighter wing in Vietnam,
to testing a Russian MiG-15 obtained
from a defector, Chuck Yeager’s serv-
ice to country and advancement of
aviation never stopped throughout his
lifetime.

These accomplishments might have
seemed unlikely in the beginning. Pos-
sessing only a high school degree and
becoming sick riding in his first mili-
tary flight as a passenger, he might
have seemed an unlikely milestone
maker in military aviation. But, as he
said in his memoir: ““All I know is I
worked my tail off learning to learn
how to fly, and worked hard at it all
the way.”
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As a fighter pilot myself, this is dif-
ficult for me to say, but Chuck Yeager
was truly the best fighter pilot this
world has seen. Hard work, determina-
tion, bravery, and service made Chuck
Yeager a role model and a uniquely
American hero.

May God bless Chuck Yaeger, his
family, and the Nation that he served,
and I hope Chuck is up there in Heaven
setting more records.

———

HONORING ROB STRAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise for a couple of purposes today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the career of Rob Strain, a friend and
constituent who is retiring as president
of Ball Aerospace, headquartered in
Colorado.

Rob first joined Ball Aerospace in
2012, after serving as director of
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.
At Goddard, Rob’s strong oversight and
leadership skills contributed to the
success of more than 13 missions, as he
was able to blend technical and pro-
grammatic solutions while under in-
tense congressional and agency scru-
tiny.

Rob has a hands-on managerial style
and a collaborative nature, which
makes him a critical contributor on
mission teams and not just the person
in charge.

Rob helped devise and execute a
smooth transition from the flawed tri-
agency NPOESS program for the Na-
tion’s next-generation polar weather
satellites to the NASA/NOAA Joint
Polar Satellite System, JPSS, based at
Goddard to ensure the continuity of
these critical weather satellite obser-
vations. The significance of his
thoughtful, effective leadership during
the program’s transition cannot be
overstated.

Rob also served a key role for the
final space shuttle servicing mission to
the Hubble Space Telescope. The mis-
sion encountered a major pro-
grammatic challenge from a prelaunch
computer failure 1 month before the
scheduled launch. In this ‘‘failure is
not an option” moment, Rob brought
together the government and industry
expertise to fix the problem, ensured
the team stayed on track, and mini-
mized scheduled impacts. The result
was a successful servicing mission, ex-
tending Hubble’s incredible contribu-
tions to our scientific community as
we approach 31 years in service.

Prior to joining NASA, Rob led the
Space Department of the Johns Hop-
kins Applied Physics Laboratory,
where he was integral to the successful
development, launch, and operations of
the New Horizons spacecraft to Pluto.
New Horizons overcame numerous
technical and instrument availability
issues to meet an extremely tight plan-
etary launch window and successfully
flew by Pluto in 2015.
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Through his career at Ball Aero-
space, Rob has been a strong champion
for diversity and inclusion across his
teams and empowering all members of
the team to be themselves and con-
tribute to the success of the business
and the mission. Despite the success
Rob has achieved in his career, he re-
mains an incredibly approachable and
humble person. Rob remains accessible
to individuals at all career levels, ac-
tively seeking their input and making
them feel valued.

Rob, I will miss your dry sense of
humor, which often brought levity to
serious meetings and tense situations.
Thank you for your friendship and your
work on behalf of the aerospace com-
munity, Colorado, and the Nation. I
wish you the best in your retirement.
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ELECTION RESULTS WERE FAIR

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, the
second purpose I rise today is to re-
spond to one of my friends who is ques-
tioning the validity of the election. He
couldn’t be more wrong. The gen-
tleman from Alabama and I work on
legislation together. We cosponsored a
bill that was just signed. But with re-
spect to his allegations and the allega-
tions of attorneys that there has been
major fraud in this election, I can tell
you that they couldn’t be more wrong.
There is not a shred of evidence.

I would say to my friend, under the
Constitution—under Article I, Section
1.4—the States are in charge of their
elections. And under the section con-
cerning the Presidency, Article II, Sec-
tion 4, we choose when we hear from
the electors of the electoral college—
which will be January 6. But citing a
New York Post article of an unnamed
Democrat, who supposedly is an expert
in elections, certainly is not evidence.

In the cases across the country, there
has been no evidence, and case after
case has been thrown out, as they de-
serve to be thrown out. In fact, the Su-
preme Court just threw out a case yes-
terday concerning claims against
Pennsylvania and its election process.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t understand how
these attorneys can bring these cases
without facing sanctions by the var-
ious courts for bringing frivolous, vexa-
tious, and abusive litigation. This elec-
tion was fair. There have been many
instances where they are trying to find
some level of fraud. No fraud has been
found. Joe Biden is the President-elect,
and we will make him President on
January 20, when the inauguration oc-
curs.

—————

HONORING RETIRED COLONEL
GARY CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. SPANO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a Florida 15th District
resident and local hero: Retired U.S.
Air Force Colonel Gary Clark.

Mr. Speaker, for 26 years, Gary wore
his uniform proudly and defended our
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way of life. From Vietnam to the So-
viet invasion of Afghanistan to Desert
Storm, Gary’s leadership as a com-
mander and director played a key role
in our force readiness policies.

Despite this distinguished career,
Gary was just getting started. He
served on the National Board of Direc-
tors of the Military Officers Associa-
tion, as vice chair of the Florida Vet-
erans Foundation, as chair of the Polk
County Veterans Council, as chairman
of the Flight to Honor Polk, and serves
on the James A. Haley VA Hospital Ad-
visory Board, among others.

On a personal level, he has also aided
my office and those of my two prede-
cessors with the military service acad-
emies nomination process—his deep in-
sight and knowledge have helped nu-
merous students throughout the years
who also proudly served our country.
And just this past September, Gary
joined the 8th class to enter the Flor-
ida Veterans’ Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, it is Americans like
Gary who have sacrificed their time,
their talents, and their treasures for
both this Nation and their neighbors.
When I see an American flag, I think of
Gary, and I am so proud to call him my
friend.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Gary for his
service; and to many more years ahead,
I salute him.

REMEMBERING BISHOP MATTHEW WILLIAMS

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
mourn the passing of Bishop Matthew
Williams, a longtime community and
faith leader from our district, and a
personal inspiration to me.

Bishop Williams was born in March
of 1956, in Lakeland, Florida, the son of
the late elder Matthew Williams, Sr.,
and the late Mother Louise Williams.
He graduated from my alma mater,
Brandon High School, in 1974, and at-
tended Hillsborough Community Col-
lege. Yet, at the age of 17, and during a
period of national unrest, he accepted
Christ as his personal Savior and, in
1982, became a full-time minister at
Brown Memorial Church of God in
Christ, forever impacting countless
lives in our community.

Not only was Bishop Williams always
available to help anyone in need, he al-
ways was a source of strength and guid-
ance to his peers. Given his dedication
to his neighbors and faith, it is no sur-
prise that he was elected to the Church
of God in Christ’s General Board, the
highest executive and administrative
board within his denomination.

Mr. Speaker, our community and my
family extend our deepest sympathies
to the Williams’ family, especially to
his wife, Gayle, and his daughter,
Deniece. Though, he will be missed, we
know that he still lives in the presence
of Almighty God and awaits our next
meeting.

———

WAR ON COVID-19
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
am Congresswoman JAN SCHAKOWSKY. I
represent the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, and I am here on this
auspicious day to stand up for the peo-
ple of the Ninth Congressional District
who are suffering right now under this
pandemic.

Mr. Speaker, we know that already
we have seen the deaths of 286,000 peo-
ple, rivaling the total number of people
who have died in World War II. We are
at war with this virus. Fifteen-plus
million Americans have contracted
this virus. But it is not only the suf-
fering of people and the families of peo-
ple who have died and the people who
have this terrible disease, but it is also
an issue for the rest of Americans who
are suffering right now.

Mr. Speaker, like every other Mem-
ber of Congress, I am sure that you are
getting the calls that I am getting;
people—adults—who are weeping into
the telephone and telling us about
their fears, the suffering that their
families are facing, the loss of jobs.

A man called crying, saying, ‘I can’t
pay my rent. I have lost my job. I am
so afraid that, along with my family,
we are going to be out on the street.”

A woman called somewhat embar-
rassed to tell us that she cannot put
food on the table for her children. We
directed her to a food bank. Think of
that; in the richest country in the
world, that she had to rely on a food
bank to be able to feed her family.

Mr. Speaker, in this country today, 1
out of 4 of our children is considered—
what we say—food insecure.

What does that mean?

It means that they don’t know where
their next meal is going to come from.
This is shameful.

People who are facing—the day after
Christmas—losing their unemployment
benefits. In Illinois, that is half a mil-
lion people. Around the country, that
is 16.4 million people who may be with-
out any source of sustenance.

Mr. Speaker, this is America. We
need to save our people. So we need to
come to an agreement, and we need to
come to it soon because people are des-
perate right now.

Mr. Speaker, the things that we need
to do:

Number one, I believe that we need
to send a check to every family. They
need money in their pockets.

And where is that money going to go?

It is going to go right out into the
community, helping all the small busi-
nesses that we are so concerned about.
That $1,200 check that people got ear-
lier in the year was a lifesaver, and we
should do something similar right now.

Mr. Speaker, we need to extend those
unemployment insurance benefits. Our
economy actually was somewhat thriv-
ing when they were getting $600 a week
to keep their families going. I am not
necessarily asking for that amount of
money, but we should continue the un-
employment insurance benefits. Again,
that money goes right out into the
economy.
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And then we have to end the idea of
some sort of a liability shield. In many
ways, it is really a get-out-of-jail-free
card for companies that don’t have to
take care of their employees when they
get sick.

Mr. Speaker, 48 million workers put
their own lives in danger every day and
suit up and go out into the world tak-
ing care of our elderly, working in hos-
pitals, working in grocery stores, load-
ing our shelves, and taking our money
when we leave. These people deserve
help, and the employer should not be
freed from any kind of liability.

Mr. Speaker, we need the State and
local money, and we need help for
small businesses. We can do that. We
must do that.

————
CONGRATULATING DAVID SHOAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate David Shoar
on a well-deserved retirement from a
40-year, lifelong career from law en-
forcement. David has been with the St.
Johns County Sheriff’s Office since
being elected sheriff there in 2004, 2008,
2012, and 2016. That is 16 long years of
faithful service to the St. Johns Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

He has been an outstanding leader for
the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office
and initiated many innovations during
his tenure. Sheriff Shoar actually
began his law enforcement career with
the St. Augustine Police Department
in 1981, serving as a patrol officer be-
fore being promoted to sergeant in 1991.

Because of his leadership, knowledge,
skills, and abilities, in 2000, he was ap-
pointed as chief of police, following
successful stints as operations com-
mander and administrative services
commander. Just 4 years later, in 2004,
he would then begin his career as sher-
iff of St. Johns County.

Mr. Speaker, that is when I really
came to know Sheriff Shoar, during the
Florida Sheriffs Association’s new
sheriffs school. Although we both at-
tended an earlier training class in
Wakulla Springs and really had gotten
to be close friends, it was at this new
sheriff’s training that I truly began to
appreciate Sheriff Shoar’s intelligence
and his insights.

Sheriff Shoar is also a decorated sol-
dier in the Florida National Guard,
later retiring as a major after 24 years
of service to our Nation and our State.
He served in the Gulf War and led
North Florida’s recovery efforts fol-
lowing Hurricanes Andrew and Opal.
His public service record and leader-
ship in northeast Florida is truly sec-
ond to none.

Mr. Speaker, all of Sheriff Shoar’s
awards and accolades are too numerous
to list, but they do include the Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted National First Re-
sponder Award, the American Legion’s
Top Cop Award, the Catholic Charities
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of St. Johns County Good Samaritan
Award, the Salvation Army’s Gus Craig
Award, and the prestigious Colonel Ed
Taylor Award from the St. Johns Coun-
ty Veteran’s Council for his many
years of dedication to our Nation’s vet-
erans.
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In addition to his many successes in
law enforcement, military service, and
community service, Sheriff Shoar also
holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from the University of North Florida
and an honorary doctorate of law de-
gree from Flagler College.

During his 40 years of service, Sheriff
Shoar made a positive difference in his
community, his country, his agency,
and the lives of many people, including
my own.

His life reminds me of a quote by
Ralph Waldo Emerson:

The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is
to be useful, to be honorable, to be compas-
sionate, to have it make some difference
that you lived and lived well.

Sheriff Shoar, David, my friend, you
have made a difference and lived well.

On behalf of the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Florida, I wish David
well in his retirement and thank him
for dedicating his life to the safety of
our community and our Nation.

—————
MASKS SAVE LIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to ask a simple question: When did we
stop looking out for each other?

We used to be a country that re-
served its highest and best celebration
for those who sacrificed for us. That is
why we honor Nathan Hale of Con-
necticut and Rosie the Riveter and the
crew and passengers of Flight 93. It is
why we celebrate Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day, to honor a man that gave his
life to make us a better people, to
make us a better Nation. They sac-
rificed and did the hard things so that
we could have the blessings of freedom
and prosperity.

Two days ago, Mr. Speaker, we re-
membered the start of World War II.
400,000 Americans died in that war,
290,000 in combat. Tom and Alleta Sul-
livan of Waterloo, Iowa, gave their sons
in that war, all five of them. George
Sullivan, Frank Sullivan, Joseph Sul-
livan, Madison Sullivan, and Albert
Leo Sullivan, all five sons killed in the
South Pacific in 1942, all five of them
given for us.

Every single day, nurses, ER doctors,
janitors, and delivery people take huge
risks for us. For 2% centuries, Ameri-
cans have done what was asked of them
and more. We serve on juries. We pay
our taxes. We have been drafted into
the military.

Why? We do these things not because
we necessarily want to do them, but
because we recognize that we have in-
herited freedoms, liberty, and pros-
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perity from others who secured them
for us. We understand that freedom and
prosperity aren’t gifts to be taken for
granted, to be exalted above what we
owe each other. They are blessings to
be paid forward and to be fought for.

So what about this? What about this
mask?

And what about this? ‘“‘Mask off for
freedom.” Really?

This is a flimsy piece of cloth. It is
uncomfortable. It is inconvenient. But
it saves lives. It saves others.

When did we stop looking out for
each other? You are not being asked to
turn over your children, your five boys.
You are not being asked to ration
sugar or to have meatless Mondays.
You are not even being asked to serve
a week on a jury. You are being asked
to wear a piece of cloth on your face to
protect others.

Mr. Speaker, I have nothing to offer
those who believe that COVID is a hoax
or that masks don’t save lives. All I
can do is pray for them when they
meet the souls of those for whom they
would not make the smallest of sac-
rifices.

What I can do is remind us what
makes us great as a people. It is not
our wealth or our power. It is what we
are willing to do for each other. What
makes us great is what we are willing
to offer up to each other, the small
things that we owe each other and the
inconceivable sacrifice upon which all
of this is built.

At our best, what are we capable of
doing for each other? Ask Tom and
Alleta Sullivan.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MRS.
SUSAN DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of Mrs.
Susan Day, a beloved teacher in the
Corpus Christi community who passed
away on October 5, 2020.

Mrs. Day was a passionate and dedi-
cated educator at Calallen High School
who retired this past May after 36
years of service to our community.
Students and parents alike described
her as devoted, energetic, and inspir-
ing. She would challenge her students
with quality education while encour-
aging them with her enthusiasm and
charm.

The students of Calallen High School
tell stories of the many experiences she
gave them, including coaching the
Calallen Challenge Team to three wins
in the local TV quiz show.

The English department chose to rec-
ognize her with a plaque declaring the
English hallway, a place she had spent
so much time with her students, to be
the Susan Day Hallway.

Susan Day was an amazing member
of our community who has touched the
lives of hundreds of students, parents,
and teachers.

I offer my condolences to her family,
friends, and students as they grieve the
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loss of a great woman. She will be fond-
ly remembered by all for the invest-
ment and impact she has made in the
lives of so many students.

———

TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR
INDEPENDENT RESTAURANTS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
time is running out for America’s
500,000 independent restaurants and

their 11 million employees. This is the
hardest-hit sector of our economy.

We began our morning hour today
listening to our friend, the gentleman
from California (Mr. McCLINTOCK), and
it is the lead editorial in the New York
Times, focusing on the crisis for these
restaurants.

Independent restaurants are holding
on literally by their fingertips. They
are facing a new wave of restrictions
that are necessary to deal with the
COVID crisis that is rising.

The talk of expanding the Paycheck
Protection Program, the PPP, abso-
lutely misses the mark. It didn’t work
initially when it was introduced for the
restaurants, and it won’t work now.

They can’t afford to wait for warmer
weather in the spring or a vaccine in
the summer. They don’t need more
debt. They need a lifeline now. Other-
wise, we could see the loss of up to 80
percent of our independent restaurants
that form the very fabric of our neigh-
borhoods.

Luckily, there is a solution. My RES-
TAURANTS Act has already passed the
House. It is a program that won’'t add
to the deficit. In fact, it will actually
provide more money to the Govern-
ment. The cost is $120 billion, but the
economic analysis suggests that it will
save $248 billion.

Think about it for a moment. That is
logical because, instead of adding mas-
sive unemployment costs, having res-
taurants defaulting on their mort-
gages, being evicted because they are
unable to pay rent, and the ripple ef-
fect throughout the vast supply chain
for independent vrestaurants, from
farmers, ranchers, and people who sup-
ply linen, for a few months of support
from the RESTAURANTS Act, it will
enable them to have limited operation,
be paying rent, or keeping current with
their mortgages, until later in next
year when they can return to normal
operations. It is imperative that we
deal directly with putting money in
their hands.

Last week, former Vice President
Biden, President-Elect Biden, said res-
taurants need grants, not loans. Sec-
retary of the Treasury Mnuchin said
restaurants need grants; they don’t
need loans.

We have a solution that is available.
The RESTAURANTS Act, as I said, has
already passed the House of Represent-
atives. Over half the Senate has co-
sponsored this legislation.
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As we have heard from President-
Elect Biden, it should not be a loan; it
should be a guarantee. Secretary
Mnuchin said restaurants need grants;
they don’t need loans. The House
should follow up, but not with expand-
ing PPP, more cumbersome loans. Send
them that lifeline. Keep independent
restaurants in business. Protect their
11 million employees and literally the
very fabric of our community.

——

DEESE, ESG, AND STAKEHOLDER
CAPITALISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to once again sound the alarm about an
increasing danger to retail investors
and retirement savers across the coun-
try.

We have seen in recent years a trend
of asset managers, banks, and other fi-
nancial institutions prioritizing polit-
ical and social causes over investment
returns, potentially compromising the
long-term financial security of their
customers.

We have seen companies cede the pri-
macy of shareholders to so-called
stakeholders, endangering the long-
standing corporate governance prin-
ciple of directors’ and officers’ fidu-
ciary duty.

Corporate leaders continue to accede
to the calls from the extreme left to
shun certain industries, deprioritize fi-
nancial growth, and comply with a rad-
ical corporate governance reform agen-
da out of fear of being publicly shamed.

I fear that, if left unchecked, this
trend will accelerate in the coming
years, as government continues to
pressure financial institutions to be
agents of social change at the expense
of savers, customers, and shareholders.
Without a strong defense of free and
fair market principles, we risk wit-
nessing a decline in American eco-
nomic exceptionalism that will have
long-term material impacts on our
constituents.

Earlier this month, former Vice
President Biden announced that he
would appoint Brian Deese as the
chairman of the National Economic
Council. Mr. Deese will join the admin-
istration from his current post as the
head of sustainable investing at
BlackRock. In that capacity, he serves
as a leading proponent of BlackRock’s
environmental, social, and governance,
or ESG, investing strategy.

BlackRock has been perhaps the
most vocal asset manager on restrict-
ing access to capital for legally oper-
ating fossil energy businesses and lim-
iting choices for their investors based
on misguided public relations goals.
This, in part, is attributable to the ef-
forts of Mr. Deese, who has orches-
trated the curious investment strategy
of actively alienating an entire sector
of the American economy, the U.S. en-
ergy sector, and the millions of jobs it
supports, while at the same time en-
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thusiastically providing access to cap-
ital to Chinese businesses which
threaten American competitiveness
and national security.

The appointment of Mr. Deese is a
harbinger of things to come. It show-
cases that, unless we act, we will be on
the path to socialism, where the pri-
mary goal of a corporation is not long-
term growth or hiring more people or
providing products and services to the
American people, but instead to satisfy
the most vocal detractors of corporate
America.

So-called stakeholder capitalism, or
the left’s ideals for it, takes for grant-
ed the laws of supply and demand and
discounts the market forces that gov-
ern businesses’ success or failure.

Shareholder primacy is not about
elevating the select few. It is about es-
tablishing metric-based accountability
for corporate leaders to ensure that
they are operating efficiently and ef-
fectively. That efficacy and produc-
tivity then, in turn, benefits employ-
ees, communities, and suppliers.

In today’s market, a company cannot
be successful without a focus on these
other constituencies. But it must, first
and foremost, make a profit to be via-
ble.

Caring about broader social concerns,
treating employees, suppliers, and cus-
tomers well and ethically, and engag-
ing in philanthropy within the commu-
nity may all engender social support
for a corporation, and in that sense, it
may advance long-term shareholder
value maximization. But that is not
the paradigm those on the far left are
urging the business community to
adopt. Instead, they want a new para-
digm, a paradigm that subordinates the
interests of shareholders to the whims
of stakeholders who have no ownership
interest in the corporation whatsoever.
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Replacing the focus on shareholder
value with a focus on stakeholder in-
terests unrelated to the core business
of the corporation would not only au-
thorize officers and directors to breach
their fiduciary duties to the owners of
the corporation, it would, in the long-
term, undermine the corporation’s
ability to advance the interests of em-
ployees, suppliers, customers, and
other stakeholders.

The socialists think that shareholder
value maximization is always incon-
sistent with other stakeholder inter-
ests. The opposite is often true.

I believe we are only scratching the
surface of how the radical left hopes to
remake corporate America in its so-
cialist image. We must act diligently
to preserve the spirit of free enterprise,
promote healthy economic growth, and
protect the long-term interests of in-
vestors.

With Brian Deese departing from
BlackRock, perhaps that firm can re-
evaluate its obligation to the investors
who entrust their assets to them to
prioritize returns over political er-
rands, to focus on maximizing share-
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holder value, instead of groveling be-
fore radical environmentalists, social-
ists, and the extreme far left.

———

EXPRESSING DEEP GRATITUDE
FOR PRIVILEGE OF SERVING IN
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CoxX) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker,
on behalf of the individuals, families,
and communities of California’s 21st
District, I want to express my deepest
gratitude for the privilege of being
here today.

I am the son of immigrants who, I am
sure, never imagined that their son
would become a Member of Congress.

Like my late father, I first started in
chemical engineering, but my career
diverged when my wife, Kathy, and I
moved to the Central Valley some 20
years ago in order for her to start and
pursue her medical career, taking care
of some of the most critically ill chil-
dren in one of the most deserving re-
gions in America.

Mr. Speaker, the best thing I can say
about myself is I am married to her,
Kathy Murphy.

For me, I began volunteering with
Habitat for Humanity, and from there,
I can directly trace my path to where
I stand before you today as a Member
of Congress, as a public servant. It is
has been an honor and a privilege to
serve.

There is nothing more rewarding in
life than serving others. As the late
Martin Luther King, Jr. said and pro-
fessed: ‘‘Life’s most persistent and ur-
gent question is: ‘What are you doing
for others?’”’

One of my favorite family stories was
about my grandmother, my lola, in the
Philippines, right after World War II,
in Manila. She saw that there was a
segment of our troops who were being
discriminated against. They didn’t
have anyplace to go when they got off
duty, no place to hang out and have a
drink or a meal or just hang out with
their buddies. So my grandmother, she
took it upon herself to open the first
and only social club for African-Amer-
ican troops there in Manila.

Now, my grandmother didn’t know or
even ever speak to or meet our friend
the late John Lewis, but they were cut
from the same cloth. They lived by the
belief that, if you see something that is
not right, not fair, not just, you have
to speak up; you have to say some-
thing; you have to do something. My
grandmother did something.

That sense of social justice was
passed along to my mom, Perla
deCastro, my children’s lola, who be-
came one of the State of Nevada’s first
equal opportunity officers.

I am so proud of my children, Molly,
Joe, Thomas, and Jack, who are con-
sidering serving others in the Peace
Corps, the Foreign Service, and the
Armed Forces.
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For 2 years, I have been so grateful
and so proud of my staff here in Wash-
ington, D.C., and back home in Cali-
fornia. They made a positive difference
in the lives of all the people of the 21st
District. From the 27 bills we passed,
to the $700 million of water infrastruc-
ture that we got passed through the
House, to the over $3.5 million that we
got returned back to over 300 constitu-
ents, they were known to be produc-
tive, effective, and capable.

Thank you to my team. You are a
shining example of the adage, to be
successful, surround yourself by people
who are smarter than you.

I want to thank all the House staff
for making this place work, the Capitol
Police for keeping us safe, the ladies in
the cloakroom who Kkept us fed, the
staff at the gym who kept us in shape;
and to our leaders—STENY, NANCY, JIM,
and HAKEEM—our Caucus is in good
hands.

Thank you to all the interns who
served in both my D.C. and district of-
fices. I am proud that you are consid-
ering a life and a career in public serv-
ice.

I am invigorated by the young men
and women who want to make a posi-
tive difference. They are making it
happen, being the change they want to
see in their own communities.

My proudest moment as a Member of
Congress was that day that we passed
H.R. 6, the Dream and Promise Act. A
young woman from the Central Valley
who came out to witness the passage of
that act said to me afterwards: Thank
you, Congressman CoOX. You finally
make me feel as if somebody cares.

Beyond the legislation we worked on,
my measure of success was to provide
an example that, if you care, advocate
and work on the issues that matter to
you, your voice will be heard here in
Washington. I do care, and I look for-
ward to continuing to fight to make a
positive difference in the lives of all
Central Valley residents.

And we have to fight, Mr. Speaker.
Democracies aren’t taken away; they
are given away. I am proud of the role
I have played to save our democracy:
first, in 2018, by taking back control of
the House, and this year, in helping
win the White House. It brings a smile
to my face to be able to say President-
elect Biden and Vice President-elect
HARRIS.

But there is a lot more work to do to
ensure our democracy. Let’s all recall
our pledge to uphold and defend the
Constitution of the United States from
all enemies, foreign and domestic.

Let us recall that the Framers of the
Constitution established Congress first.
We are Article I, supreme amongst the
three branches of the government. The
power of the people resides in the Con-
gress, not the White House.

As this will be my final speech for
the 116th Congress, I want to say, un-
equivocally, I am proud to be a Demo-
crat.

Now, sometimes our party is not
great at messaging. We try to make
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every voice heard, and sometimes we
pay a price for that at the ballot box.
But here are a few truths that I am
happy to sing from the rooftops:

The Democratic Party has always
been the party of working people and
their families.

The fact is, there is only one party
that has comnsistently fought to win
healthcare for your family.

There is only party that will suffer
the political consequences of telling
America the truth about COVID.

We are the party of purpose. I was
proud to run and serve under our ban-
ner.

I look forward to the Biden-Harris
Democratic House and Democratic
Senate. We will get back to work fight-
ing for the people.

———————

CONDEMNING ACTIONS OF THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CRENSHAW) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to unequivocally condemn, in
the strongest possible terms, the ac-
tions of the Speaker of the House,
NANCY PELOSI.

Just last week, referring to her ob-
struction of bipartisan targeted relief
bills that we could have voted on on
this floor, she said: ‘‘Don’t characterize
what we did before as a mistake. . . .
That was not a mistake; it was a deci-
sion.” When asked what had changed,
why she is finally coming to the table
on COVID relief, her response was sim-
ple: A new President.

We have known for months that
Speaker PELOSI was holding the Amer-
ican people hostage for political gain. I
have said it; my colleagues have said
it.

While Americans suffered under un-
scientific, foolish lockdowns, PELOSI
withheld relief for political purposes—
not policy purposes, but political pur-
poses.

But we now have a full admission.
She said the quiet part out loud.

This was never about what was best
for the American people, never about
honest policy disagreement. It was
about preventing President Trump
from getting any credit. It was about
politics.

Speaker PELOSI made a simple cal-
culation. She bet that, if she could
keep Congress from reaching a deal on
COVID relief, that would hurt Presi-
dent Trump and Republicans and give
her more power.

Even when Members of her own party
asked her to bring commonsense,
standalone bipartisan relief measures
to the House floor that would easily be-
come law, she refused. She would say
over and over again that nothing is
better than something.

She was being honest. She honestly
believed that nothing was better than
something.

But better for who? Not for the
American people, that is for sure.
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She believed that nothing was better
than something for her and her party.
It is hard to imagine a more awful and
heartless strategy.

What is worse, Speaker PELOSI does
all of this while people in her home
State suffer from unscientific, uncon-
stitutional lockdowns that Democrat
leaders in California are forcing upon
their citizens.

These lockdowns are not based in
science, never have been. Study after
study shows they yield little, if any,
benefits, but they impose extreme
costs on the small businesses suffering
under them.

Do you know what else? The Demo-
crat leaders making these executive or-
ders, they know this, too, because they
are violating their own guidelines. The
Speaker of the House couldn’t even let
a pesky little lockdown get in the way
of a haircut appointment, even though
those same lockdowns destroy the lives
of her constituents.

We have all seen the heartbreaking
video of Angela Marsden, the owner of
the Pineapple Hill Saloon and Grill in
Los Angeles. Everyone should have to
watch that testimony, as Democrats
shut down her outdoor—outdoor—din-
ing while a Hollywood studio sets up
shop right next door.

She represents millions of Americans
suffering who have taken note of the
hypocrisy of these lockdowns, of the
double standards as big businesses can
operate freely while small businesses
are shamed into submission and told,
wrongly, that they are the ones who
must sacrifice to slow the spread, that
the demise of the business they spent
their whole lives building is the price
to pay because ‘‘if it just saves one
life.”

But this is unscientific nonsense and
we all know it. Study after study shows
outdoor dining is safe, that outbreaks
are not occurring because of our small
businesses: our gyms, our restaurants,
our salons. And yet these small busi-
nesses are in the crosshairs of the cow-
ardly politicians across the country.

This madness has to stop. This arbi-
trary application of executive orders is
deeply, deeply unconstitutional.

Justice Gorsuch recently stated:
“There is no world in which the Con-
stitution tolerates color-coded execu-
tive edicts that reopen liquor stores
and bike shops, but shutter churches,
synagogues, and mosques.”’

Americans have had enough. It is
time to stand up against the hypocrisy
of these so-called leaders deliberately
harming the citizens they claim to rep-
resent and to condemn the deeply par-
tisan actions of the Speaker of this
House.

———

COMPARING WEALTH IN BLACK
HOMES AND BUSINESSES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. HALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about a couple of items of im-
portance. I rise today to speak about
wealth in Black homes and businesses.



December 9, 2020

According to the Brookings Institu-
tion, the net worth of a typical White
family is nearly 10 times that of a
Black family.

According to the Atlanta Wealth
Building Initiative, the numbers in my
home city of Atlanta and the other
eight cities in the district, College
Park, East Point, Decatur, Hapeville,
Lake City, Forest Park, Morrow, and
Brookhaven, are slightly better, but no
less concerning.

The median household income of a
White family is $83,722, compared to
$28,105 for a Black family.

Sixty-nine percent of the Black fami-
lies are liquid asset poor, compared to
22 percent of White families.

The average African-American-owned
business is valued at $58,085, while the
average value of a White business is
$658,264.

There are many reasons for these dis-
parities, starting foremost with Amer-
ica’s original sin: slavery. And descend-
ants of African slaves in District Five
expect restorative financial justice in
the form of reparations.

We also know that a reason the prob-
lem persists well into the 21st century
is the availability of capital to Black-
owned businesses and the success of
Black banks. The higher the circula-
tion of dollars in the community, the
greater the economic stability and op-
portunities for economic growth.

According to the University of Geor-
gia’s Selig Center for Economic
Growth, money circulates one time
within the African-American commu-
nity, compared to more than six times
in the Latinx community, nine times
in the Asian community, and an unlim-
ited amount of times within the White
community.

A Black Star Project study on the ra-
cial wealth gap calculates that a dollar
circulates 6 hours in the Black commu-
nity, 20 days in the Jewish community,
and 30 days in the Asian community.
Black people have an estimated $1.3
trillion gross national income, but only
2 percent is recirculated in the Black
community.

Keeping Black dollars in the Black
community is harder than it sounds. In
her TEDx Talk about the impact of
Black dollars being spent outside of the
Black community, author and activist
Maggie Anderson shares a story about
an empowerment experiment during
which her family attempted to pur-
chase Black-made products from
Black-owned businesses for 1 year.

Anderson uncovered a discouraging
picture of a vast economic divide. She
discusses how L’Oreal owns one of the
largest Black beauty brands in the
world, SoftSheen-Carson, dem-
onstrating a White-owned business
profiting from a market of exclusively
Black buyers.
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She estimates that up to 80 percent
of the revenue of White-owned Hen-

nessy cognac comes from Black con-
sumers, but the company has no Black
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distributors or suppliers and does not
advertise in Black-owned media.

The Empowerment Experiment re-
sulted in a landmark study conducted
by Steven Rogers at the Northwestern
University Kellogg School of Manage-
ment, which proved how supporting
Black-owned businesses can benefit the
Black community, as well as the Amer-
ican economy as a whole.

In Anderson’s book, ‘‘Our Black Year:
One Family’s Quest to Buy Black in
America’s Racially Divided Economy,”’
she notes that if Black spending with
Black businesses rose from the current
3 percent to 10 percent it could create
a million new jobs and provide eco-
nomic security to countless Black
households.

Lack of access to financial services is
not just a symptom of America’s racial
wealth gap; it is also a cause. Without
the ability to efficiently save, invest,
and ensure against risks, many Black
families struggle to translate the in-
come they earn to genuine genera-
tional wealth.

Based on data from the Federal Re-
serve’s Survey of Consumer Finance,
the typical Black family has only 10
cents for every dollar held by the typ-
ical White family.

This wealth gap dates back to the
decades after emancipation and has re-
mained stubbornly persistent. Red-
lining, a practice that designates Black
communities as unfavorable for home
loans and business investment, reduces
property values and increases interest
rates in many neighborhoods, trends
that have impacted African Americans
for a century.

Largely excluded from the generous
financial incentives of the New Deal,
the Black community was boxed out of
the country’s post World War II boom
that vastly expanded the American
middle class.

Despite laws prohibiting loan dis-
crimination on the basis of race, the
Congressional Black Caucus still calls
on regulatory agencies to improve en-
forcement at a national level. Black
and Latinx home buyers are signifi-
cantly more likely than Whites to be
turned down for a conventional mort-
gage loan.

A recent analysis from Zillow shows
that in 2016, nearly 21 percent of Black
applicants were denied a conventional
loan, while 15.5 of Latinx were. And in
2016, Asian applicants were denied a
conventional loan in 10.4 percent of
cases—slightly more than the national
average—and Whites in only 8.1 percent
of cases.

According to a New America report,
many banks also hinder Black wealth
creation with discriminatory practices
in service offerings.

In communities of color, banks
charge more for opening and maintain-
ing Dbasic, entry-level checking ac-
counts.

The minimum opening deposit is
higher in majority Black mneighbor-
hoods, $80.60, and in neighborhoods
without a racial majority, $97, than in
White neighborhoods, $68.50.
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The solution is that there is a need
to help support MDIs and CDFIs but
not only with deposits.

Mr. Speaker, this is an urgent issue.
I urge my colleagues in this Chamber
to consider the dictates of this state-
ment and act to help all Americans re-
alize their American Dream.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF KEVIN
FITZPATRICK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a mixture of some sadness, but mostly
appreciation, that I come to the floor
today to recognize the contributions of
my staff director at the Small Business
Committee, Kevin Fitzpatrick, who is
retiring at the end of this Congress.
Kevin and I have worked together for a
quarter century now, and he is the last
remaining member of my original staff
when I was first sworn into Congress
back in 1995.

While I am happy for Kevin that he
will soon have more time to spend with
his lovely wife, Pam, and his wonderful
children, Spike, Katie, and Elizabeth,
he will be impossible to replace. Over
the years, Kevin has played an integral
role in nearly every legislative accom-
plishment we have achieved for Ohio’s
First Congressional District and for
the American people.

Kevin Fitzpatrick is the kind of per-
son who can build an instant rapport
with anyone, a skill that is extremely
valuable in politics. Whether it is a
family here from back home in Cin-
cinnati, a foreign dignitary, or even a
political opponent, Kevin is always
ready with a disarming story that puts
others at ease.

Although he has worked on the Hill
for a long time, Kevin’s roots are back
in Ohio. He grew up with his loving
family in Shelby, Ohio, and graduated
from Miami University back in the
days when not only the Washington
professional football team but also
Miami were known as the Redskins.

Kevin nearly became a candidate for
office himself when he was asked to
consider running against a then young
Ohio State Representative named
SHERROD BROWN. Had he not decided
against it, Kevin might well be serving
with me here in the House, rather than
having this speech given in his honor
today.

I am actually the third Congressman
Kevin has worked for. His first job in
Washington was for legendary Ohio
conservative Congressman John
Ashbrook, who interestingly ran
against Richard Nixon in the Repub-
lican Presidential primary in 1972.

Later, Kevin worked for Congress-
man Duncan Hunter, Sr. on the Repub-
lican Research Committee, which was
part of leadership at the time.

When I ran and won my seat in Con-
gress in 1994 in the Republican revolu-
tion, I was a Washington outsider and
so were most of my supporters. I des-
perately needed someone who knew not
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only Ohio, but also had the experience
and understood how to get things done
here in Washington. And that made
Kevin Fitzpatrick a natural fit as my
legislative director.

I have served on three committees
during my 25 years here in Congress:
Foreign Affairs, Judiciary, and Small
Business. Kevin has had a profound im-
pact on my policy agenda on all three
committees over the years.

On Foreign Affairs, we have worked
on more issues than I could possibly re-
late here, but some of our most signifi-
cant accomplishments have been in ad-
vancing the relationship between the
United States and our democratic ally,
Taiwan, in the face of the existential
threat posed by communist China.
Kevin was instrumental in helping me
create the Congressional Taiwan Cau-
cus, along with former Congressmen
Robert Wexler, Dana Rohrabacher, and
then-Representative, now Senator
SHERROD BROWN.

Over the years, we have pushed many
pro-democracy and pro-Taiwan initia-
tives, one of the most significant being
the Taiwan Travel Act, which will now
allow diplomatic visits between top
U.S. and Taiwanese officials.

Judiciary. Throughout his life, Kevin
has been a warrior for the unborn. He
has played a significant role in the pro-
motion of pro-life legislative initia-
tives. Those efforts ultimately led to
the most significant Federal pro-life
legislation enacted since the infamous
Roe v. Wade decision, the Federal ban
on partial birth abortion signed into
law by President Bush back in 2003 and
ultimately upheld to be constitutional
by the U.S. Supreme Court. Kevin was
front and center in those efforts, and I
know he is as proud of that accom-
plishment as I am.

In recent years, Kevin has led the
Small Business Committee as my staff
director. In that role, Kevin has put to-
gether what I believe to be the best
committee staff on the Hill: Jan Oliver,
Joe Hartz, Rob Yavor, Delia Barr, Alli-
son Kerman, Vivian Ling, and Rachel
Emmons.

Perhaps the greatest testament to
Kevin’s leadership occurred earlier this
year with the creation and implemen-
tation of the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram, or PPP. This critical program
saved millions of small businesses
across America that would otherwise
have gone under during the COVID-19
pandemic, and most importantly saved
over 50 million jobs.

Finally, during the course of Kevin
Fitzpatrick’s career, he has hired,
trained, and mentored so many people
currently working both on and off the
Hill. He has shared his knowledge, his
experience, and his commitment to im-
proving our country with each and
every one of them.

It will now be their turn to teach new
staff members how to make the peo-
ple’s House truly work for the people.

They couldn’t have had a better
teacher, a better mentor, or a better
example than Kevin Fitzpatrick.
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Mr. Speaker, I thank Kevin for his
service, his dedication, and his friend-
ship. He will be missed.

———————

THE NIGHTMARE IS ALMOST OVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to declare that our 4-year public
nightmare is almost at an end.

Next month, Joe Biden will be sworn
in as the 46th President after an hon-
est, free, and fair election, and an ugly
chapter in America’s history will be
over.

No more governing by tweet. No
more constant lies. No more insulting
our Nation while praising our enemies.
No more incompetent family members
conducting national policy. No more
gross profiteering off of the Presidency.
No more children in cages. No more
promoting of white supremacy. No
more attacks on American institutions
like the FBI, the courts, schools, and
the post office and so many others. No
more payoffs. No more conspiracy
theories. No more recounting ballots.
And a future with no more coronavirus,
hopefully.

For the last 4 years, we have been
told to make America great. When Jo-
seph R. Biden is sworn in as President
of the United States, we can say that
we finally did.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

ELECTION THOUGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, we
just wrapped up an election here, and
we were told this election was about
hatred and bias. I don’t really know
any haters on my campaign, and I
don’t think there is this huge amount
of bias, in general, in this country that
some people tried to make this election
about.

Recently, I did have a woman come
up to me from my district talking
about real bias and perhaps hatred in
America. She talked about her children
who went to college. Her and her hus-
band got married before they had chil-
dren, and both worked hard and made
an average income. Both of her kids
had about 30 or $40,000 in student loan
debt, and she had good kids who were
working hard to pay off that debt.

But she felt that if her and her hus-
band had not gotten married, the gov-
ernment probably would have given
them something they couldn’t get as
married and working people. Her Kids
may have gotten $30,000 plus in Pell
Grants, and they were probably eligible
for other grants. At least in the State
of Wisconsin you would receive similar
State grants, as well as be eligible for
a work study program.
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Unfortunately, her kids were not eli-
gible for that, and at least she feels
they are being significantly discrimi-
nated against, and hatred is being dis-
played by the American Government.
Here is real hatred and real bias.

Is she right? Is there really U.S. Gov-
ernment hatred and bias against people
who got married?

How did this happen? I have talked
about this issue before, and people
imply that maybe it happened by mis-
take, not just the Pell Grant program,
but other government assistance pro-
grams just inadvertently sprung up and
punished people who got married.

However, in this election I had a lit-
tle bit of an eye-opener.

In this election we had Black Lives
Matter get involved. If you read the
website, which was eventually scrubbed
or taken down in part about two
months ago with a month left to go in
the campaign, on its website it said,
first of all, two of its three co-founders
were trained Marxists, and secondly, it
said one of their goals was to disrupt
the western-prescribed nuclear family
structure.

First of all, I think they are a little
bit historically inaccurate. I think
there are all sorts of cultures in the
world, other than just European cul-
tures, in which you have a wife and a
husband and kids. But nevertheless,
they clearly consider it a problem. And
it doesn’t surprise me that this group
would have this on their website that
they consider it a problem, since they
were founded by two Marxists.

And when I think of Marxists, I think
of three things: First of all, of course,
I think of Socialism and the fact that
government should own everything,
and we shouldn’t have lots of different
people own lots of different businesses
or different rental units or what have
you. They want everything controlled
by the government.

The other two things I always think
of when I think of Marxism is: First of
all, they hate God. And whether you
are talking about countries in which
Marxists take over, be it Red China,
Vietnam, Russia, they follow KXarl
Marx in saying abolition of religion is
demanded for the true happiness of
people. So when I associate Marxism
and people associating with such a
group, I associate the hatred for God.

But the other thing we have got to
remember is Karl Marx himself was
very antifamily, and that is why I as-
sume on the website it appeared that
Black Lives Matter wants to disrupt
the western-prescribed nuclear family.

So here is a group that I am sure
cheers programs which penalizes people
who are married and discriminates in
favor of people who aren’t married.
And to my surprise, people did not run
from this group.

To me, every politician should say
for some groups, I am not going to ask
for your help. Years ago, when I was in
the State legislature, I fought the drug
companies who I think are over-drug-
ging our kids. I fought the drug compa-
nies who I think were prescribing too
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many opiates, which were leading to
deaths, and so, I don’t take money
from the prescription drug companies.
I don’t take money from the payday
lenders because I think it is a horrible
service, and they rip people off. I have
known people who got cancer. I don’t
take money from the cigarette compa-
nies.

So you don’t have to take support
from everybody who is willing to sup-
port you. But when Black Lives Matter
puts on their website, we disrupt the
western-prescribed nuclear family, and
we have an American government right
now which, to me, is discriminating
against couples who are married, you
have to wonder, was this by chance, or
are these people who want to set up
government programs to discriminate
against families?
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I would like to give people a chance
to publicize this problem in hearings
and see if there’s something we can do
about this problem.

So I have asked the chairman of the
Education and Labor Committee,
which has something to do with pro-
grams like Pell grants, to have a hear-
ing and see whether my constituent is
right: Are we really, in the United
States Government, expressing strong
bias against couples who are married,
and penalizing them?

I have forwarded a request like this
to the chairman of the committee.

I think it is a problem that has been
out there ever since Lyndon Johnson,
in the 1960s, began his war on the fam-
ily.

I personally think he was the worst
President in this country’s history, and
it is not just because he declared war
on the family. He did a bad job in pros-
ecuting the Vietnam war, his personal
life was a hodgepodge, but of all the
bad things he did, I think his programs
aimed at destroying the family was the
worst thing.

So I guess to illustrate that Members
of the other party are also a little bit
concerned about these programs that
penalize what they refer to as the tra-
ditional western family, though it is
the traditional family used by people
who are not western European at all, I
would like to ask for such a hearing.

—————

HONORING NEW YORK STATE
SENATOR BETTY LITTLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. STEFANIK) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of New York State Sen-
ator Betty Little, an extraordinarily
dedicated and effective public servant
for the north country, to congratulate
her on her upcoming retirement.

Betty has dedicated decades of her
life to representing the hardworking
families of upstate New York, both
during her time in the New York State
Assembly and the State Senate.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Senator Little first began her career
in public service at the local level, and
served in many capacities while also
working as a teacher before her elec-
tion to the New York State Assembly
in 1995. She was later elected to the
State Senate in 2002.

Betty has accomplished countless
legislative results over the years, ex-
panding benefits for military families,
saving hardworking taxpayer dollars,
protecting jobs in the Adirondacks, and
always standing up for the people of
the north country.

While petite in stature, Betty is
truly a giant among public servants.

Senator Little sought election to
public office as a working mother, a
time when this was a lot harder and
less in vogue. She quietly shattered in-
numerable glass ceilings and paved the
way for generations of women to come.

I am proud to call Betty Little a leg-
islative partner, a role model, and a
dear friend.

I offer Betty my most sincere con-
gratulations and gratitude, and I wish
her and her family all the best in this
next chapter.

It is my privilege to highlight her ac-
complishments in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

————————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 33
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CLAY) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord of us all, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Send Your spirit of wisdom upon the
Members of the people’s House as they
move toward the completion of their
work in the 116th Congress. After a
long year of stress in our Nation, due
to a plague which continues to swell,
give them the resolve to address the
needs of all our citizens and commu-
nities.

Bless those many heroic men and
women who continue to labor, at great
danger to themselves, to care for those
who suffer from COVID. Bring healing
to those who do suffer, and comfort
those who mourn the loss of so much
this past year. Lord, have mercy.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4(a) of House Resolution
967, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MURPHY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

HONORING THE LEGACY OF
DANIEL MILLER

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the legacy of Daniel
Miller, the eldest of six children, from
Galesburg, Illinois.

A member of the varsity football
team, his principal described him as
“always smiling”’ and ‘‘caring about
everyone.”’

In 2004, he joined the Air Force and
continued to lead as a senior airman.
With great courage, he defused explo-
sive devices and worked with chemical
and biological weapons.

On January 7, 2007, Senior Airman
Miller, Senior Airman Elizabeth A.
Loncki, and Technical Sergeant Tim-
othy R. Weiner all made the ultimate
sacrifice, attempting to defuse a car
bomb in Iraq.

Our Nation will never be able to
repay them, but it is our duty to re-
member their service. It is my honor
today to commemorate the service of
Senior Airman Miller with the dedica-
tion of the U.S. Post Office on East
Main Street in Galesburg, Illinois, as
the Senior Airman Daniel Miller Post
Office Building.

STUDENT DEBT

(Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today I would like to address
the crippling cost of student debt.

Although my Democratic colleagues
and I agree substantially on the issue,
we disagree substantially on the solu-
tion. We need to cure the disease, not
just put a Band-Aid on it.

Absolving student debt or making
college free altogether does not address
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the problem. It just passes the debt on
to people who have responsibly paid off
their student loans, while encouraging
the reckless spending on administra-
tive bloat in higher education.

From 1988 to 2018, the average tuition
and fees at public 4-year institutions
tripled and more than doubled at pri-
vate 4-year institutions. We have seen
an explosion of vice presidents, coun-
selors, diversity coaches, and all types
of administrative staff who have noth-
ing to do with giving their students a
means of finding employment.

Why? Because they can. The money
flows freely from the Federal Govern-
ment, and they know that—all at the
expense of the student.

So rather than climbing walls, lazy
rivers, and so-called safe spaces and
then asking for bailouts, universities
should be cutting costs and focusing on
educating their students. This frivo-
lous spending has ruined many young
people’s futures, and that is how we ad-
dress the calamity of student debt.

———
COVID-19 RELIEF

(Ms. SLOTKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because the American people and
the people of Michigan need our help.
They need Congress to pass a COVID
relief package, and failing to reach a
deal would be a shameful dereliction of
duty here in the Congress.

Just yesterday, my State confirmed
its 10,000th death. I have hospitals in
my district that are at 98 percent ca-
pacity, and local businesses face obliv-
ion.

The images of Americans in their
cars lining up for hours to pick up
their Thanksgiving meal should be
seared into our memories. Make no
mistake. These food lines are modern-
day bread lines, and it is our job to do
something about it.

Platitudes won’t feed a family, and
empty words won’t get folks together
for the holidays. Frankly, it is a slap in
the face to ICU nurses, our small busi-
ness owners, and frontline workers
doing everything they can do to weath-
er the crisis.

It is a slap in the face to the nurse in
East Lansing who wrote to my office
pleading for economic relief. Her hus-
band had to stop working in the spring
to take care of their kids, and every
day she gets up worried she might
bring COVID home to them. They are
getting behind on their bills, on their
rent, and they are taking out loans
against their retirement.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the leaders of both
parties and of both Chambers to wit-
ness these stories, do their jobs, and
reach a deal, even if it is not perfect.

——————

FAREWELL TO MAJOR JEREMY
TILLMAN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful for Major Jer-
emy E. Tillman, who has been serving
in the Washington office of the Second
Congressional District of South Caro-
lina from the Army for the past year as
a Defense fellow.

Major Tillman has been deployed
twice: to the Republic of Korea and to
Iraq. He is the recipient of the Purple
Heart, the Bronze Service Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Medal, the
Combat Action Badge, the Army Com-
mendation Medal, and many other de-
served awards.

Major Tillman has been essential to
the office over the past year. He has
worked to solidify important legisla-
tion in the National Defense Author-
ization Act, NDAA, including modifica-
tion of body armor for female troops.

I am thankful for his commitment to
America. I wish him well and the best
for his future.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

I appreciate President Donald Trump
as a champion for our military for
peace through strength.

—————

CONGRATULATING RABBI
SERNOVITZ

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I am so
excited to be here on the floor today to
congratulate Rabbi Larry Sernovitz on
becoming the senior rabbi of Temple
Kol Emeth in Marietta, Georgia.

In just the few short months that I
have known the rabbi, he has been in-
strumental in helping to spread our
shared message of God’s love for all
people and tikkun olam.

“Tikkun olam’ translates to ‘‘repair
of the world,” and I know that, to-
gether, our community in Georgia will
help build bridges to a better and more
just tomorrow.

I congratulate the rabbi on his new
mission from God. Our community is
blessed to have been gifted a leader
like him.

I hope that, if he or his congregation
ever need assistance from my office,
they don’t hesitate to call upon us. I
truly look forward to working with the
rabbi and the Jewish community in
Georgia for many years to come, and I
wish them all a happy and blessed
Hannukah season.

————
FAREWELL SHUWANZA GOFF

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, having
served as both the majority and minor-
ity floor leader, I have understood the
pressure of the job. Scheduling the
floor, handling procedural fights, and
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getting legislation passed is truly 24-
hour, 7-day-a-week work. And on the
other side of the aisle, no one knows
that better than Shuwanza Goff.

It has been my privilege to get to
know her during her 12 years on the
Hill, the last 7 of which as floor direc-
tor for Leader HOYER. Without a doubt,
she has done this job as well as or bet-
ter than any staffer I have ever known.
She has put in her time and effort to
build strong working relationships
with Members and staff on both sides
of the aisle.

Shuwanza has earned our respect be-
cause of her skills, her work ethic, and
her expertise on the floor. There are
times I have lost the debate because of
her expertise.

I certainly like to think that we have
tested her abilities over the past 2
years with some of our motions to re-
commit. There are times that I have
heard, and it has been conveyed to me,
the differences of opinion with me in
the strongest of terms, but never did
she ever do it in a personal way.

The House is better because of her
service.

But even if we haven’t made her job
easy, we always knew we had to be pre-
pared, because we saw the impact that
her expertise could have.

Many a time to many of us, people
across this country ask if we have
friends on both sides of the aisle. I
refer to Shuwanza as my friend. She
will be my adversary, but she is my
friend. She has my respect because she
earned it. She has my friendship be-
cause she has earned it. She has re-
spect from both sides of the aisle be-
cause of the way she carries her life
and the character of who she is.

She has left an impression on this
side of the aisle, and I can tell you she
has certainly left an impression on this
institution.

We get elected and we come here, but
her character is one of having a serv-
ant’s heart and of caring for this Na-
tion. There are things that divide us in
our philosophy, but we are not divided
because we are Americans. We do not
divide ourselves because we care to
serve.

I know Shuwanza believes in a more
perfect Union because of the devotion
that she has had and despite the times
and frustration that this body can give,
but she does it because of what she be-
lieves in.

Finally, Shuwanza, speaking as a fa-
ther, I know that you have brought im-
mense joy and pride to your parents
and to your sister along the way. I
know they have rooted for you and
watched every step of your career, a
career that has seen you walk in the
well of the House of Representatives on
a daily basis and serve as a trusted ad-
viser to our Nation’s leaders, and you
have done it well. My hope for you is
that you do not give that up, that you
continue to serve the Nation that you
love so greatly.

On behalf of myself, my team, and
the Republican Conference, I want to
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say thank you. There are times I
wouldn’t say thank you that you beat
me on the floor, but I respected how
hard you worked at it. I am a better
Member because you made me prepare
more, knowing you were on the other
side.

I thank you for your counsel and for
your friendship. You will be missed on
this floor, but we will still be friends.

———
0 1215
COVID RELIEF PACKAGE

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to implore my colleagues to
come together and pass a COVID relief
bill that will help communities that
are still struggling to recover from this
pandemic.

Since the beginning of December,
over 150 people a day have died from
COVID-19 in Illinois. Across the Mid-
west, heat maps are glowing red with
the increased rates of transmissions
and deaths. We cannot wait any longer.
Families and small businesses are
looking for Congress to act. Time and
time again, we have seen the House
take action, only to have the GOP Sen-
ate ignore the crisis facing this coun-
try. The increase in empty chairs
around kitchen tables and vacant
storefronts will only continue if we do
not take decisive action.

Mr. Speaker, a recent study found
that 1 in 3 African Americans know
someone close to them who died of
COVID-19. I fall into this category, as
I lost my uncle in May, and I know
many of my constituents do as well.
Something has to be done. People need
money now to meet their expenses.
Businesses need support now to con-
tinue operating, and State and local
governments need assistance now to
provide services. Inaction is not an op-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, lastly, I say Happy Ha-
nukkah to all our Jewish friends.

————

RECOGNIZING CUBA’S PRO-
DEMOCRACY ACTIVISTS

(Mr. DIAZ-BALART asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to bring attention to the brave ac-
tion of the pro-democracy leaders in
Cuba and the brutal repression that
they face as a result of their demands
for freedom.

For example, in the last few weeks,
the San Isidro Movement has stepped
up its calls for freedom and the release
of all political prisoners. Their protests
include such dangerous activities as
poetry readings and sit-ins. And for
that, these young rappers, artists, and
writers have faced arbitrary arrests,
harassment, and abuse.

Mr. Speaker, some remain in prison,
which is why many activists have

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

begun a hunger strike in protest. But
despite the brutal repression in Cuba,
the pro-democracy movement is grow-
ing. Mothers, scientists, and so many
others have joined its calls for freedom
and the release of political prisoners.

I commend President Trump and his
administration for their solidarity
with the Cuban people in imposing seri-
ous sanctions against the Cuban dicta-
torship. We must all stand with the
brave pro-democracy activists in Cuba,
who are risking their lives at this very
moment, and join them in their pleas
for freedom and the immediate uncon-
ditional release of all political pris-
oners.

——————

IN HONOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY,
FREE THE PANCHEN LAMA

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on
Human Rights Day, we mark the adop-
tion of The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

Mr. Speaker, 72 years ago, China was
among the countries committing itself
to the principle that ‘‘all human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and
rights.” In this spirit, I call on the Chi-
nese Government to release Gedhun
Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Panchen
Lama.

In May of 1995, only days after
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima was chosen to
serve as the 11th Panchen Lama, the
Chinese Government Kkidnapped him
and his family. The outside world has
neither seen nor heard from them
since. Chinese authorities tell the
world that the Panchen Lama and his
family are safe, and they say that they
are well, but they refuse to allow any-
one to visit and verify his well-being.

Mr. Speaker, the Universal Declara-
tion enshrines the rights to liberty and
religious freedom and precludes arbi-
trary detention. China should honor its
international obligations by freeing
the true Panchen Lama.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES
ELLZY

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of a very
special human being, Mr. Charles Ellzy,
who our community lost earlier this
year.

Mr. Speaker, Charles was a proud
graduate of Bensalem High School and
Temple University.

In 1963, Charles met the love of his
life, Rosia. They would go on to have
two children, Samantha and Vincent.

Charles dedicated his entire life to
bettering our community. He spent
over 25 years working for the Depart-
ment of Defense in Philadelphia, and
Charles was also the president of the
Lin-Park Civic Association.
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Under his leadership, the LPCA es-
tablished a community baseball league,
organized fundraising events, and col-
laborated with Betz Laboratories to
create the Lin-Park Betz Scholarship.

Mr. Speaker, Charles also served for
years as a deacon at the Linconia Tab-
ernacle Christian Center in Bensalem.
His connection and love for God fueled
his complete and total dedication to
others.

And in August, the Bensalem Town-
ship Council unanimously passed a res-
olution renaming Warren Avenue to
Charles Ellzy Way in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, this past weekend, I had
the honor of joining Charles’ family
and congregants of the Linconia Taber-
nacle Christian Center for the unveil-
ing of such a fitting tribute to an
amazing man.

Mr. Speaker, we are extremely grate-
ful for Charles’ contributions, for his 80
years of life, and may the spirit of his
generosity and service continue to in-
spire our community. Charles is now
reaping the reward of a life he spent
serving others.

RECOGNIZING COLORADO’S FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND FIRST RESPOND-
ERS

(Mr. NEGUSE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to offer my heartfelt gratitude
to our Colorado firefighters and first
responders.

This year in Colorado, in my district,
we have experienced a devastating and
relentless wildfire season; the Cameron
Peak fire in Larimer County, the East
Troublesome fire in Grand County, the
Calwood fire, and the Williams Fork
fire.

With over a half a million acres
burned, Colorado has experienced great
loss, damage, and destruction. For
months, our firefighters and first re-
sponders have worked around the clock
to save lives, save homes, and to pro-
tect our communities. We know this
work is not easy, especially in the
midst of a pandemic, and we are so
grateful for the service, the sacrifice,
and the commitment of our fire-
fighters, our first responders, our local
emergency management officials and
law enforcement in Grand County, in
Larimer County, in Boulder County,
and across the State of Colorado.

Together, we will rebuild and we will
continue to work together. Thank you
for your work. We are so incredibly
grateful.

——————

CONGRATULATING ROBERT E.
JAMES, II

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Savan-
nah native, Robert E. James, II, of
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Carver State Bank on his election as
chair of the National Bankers Associa-
tion.

The National Bankers Association is
based in Washington, D.C., and has rep-
resented minority-owned and women-
owned banks in the U.S. since 1927.

Mr. James wears many hats. He
serves Carver State Bank as its direc-
tor of Strategic Initiatives and is a
member of its board of directors; is a
partner at the law firm, Golden Holley
James, LLP; and is president of Coast-
al Legacy Group, LLC, which is a real
estate development and consulting
firm he founded in 2004.

When he was earning his law degree
at Harvard, he received a legal training
scholarship and was elected president
of Harvard Black Law Students Asso-
ciation, as well. By stepping up to the
plate to lead the National Bankers As-
sociation, he has demonstrated his
dedication to serving his community
and contributing to the success of the
American banking industry as a whole.

Congratulations, again, on this great
accomplishment. Mr. Speaker, I wish
Mr. James the very best.

———
ELECTORAL COLLEGE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
know that we will be discussing
COVID-19, and I cannot stand on this
floor without ever mentioning that we
must help the American people.

But today I stand on this floor to ac-
knowledge the existence of the Elec-
toral College.

Mr. Speaker, many Americans are
unfamiliar with this very interesting
fixture in law. Article II, Section 1 of
the Constitution gives us the Electoral
College. But let me be very clear. In
the next couple of days, many States
will certify those who have voted. The
Electoral College will meet, by the
Constitution, on December 14. Most
State legislators have indicated that
the electors are to vote the popular
vote. All of the battleground States
have certified that the next President
and Vice President of the TUnited
States are Joe Biden and KAMALA HAR-
RIS.

What is my plea today?

My plea today is for us to harmo-
niously join together in recognizing
the value of this Constitution, the
sanctity of democracy, and to proceed
as a House and Senate to embrace this
election and the victors.

Why?

Because the Nation needs us, and the
Constitution says so.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to us
working together.

CONGRATULATING REPRESENTA-
TIVE MICHAEL CONAWAY ON HIS
RETIREMENT
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania

asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to thank, cel-
ebrate, and congratulate my friend and
colleague, MIKE CONAWAY, who will be
leaving us to enjoy his much-deserved
retirement.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a tremen-
dous privilege and honor to serve under
MIKE’s leadership throughout my time
on the Committee on Agriculture, and
I am grateful to have worked with such
a tireless advocate for rural America.

MIKE’s leadership on the 2018 farm
bill was particularly impressive, which
marked the first time in nearly 30
years that a farm bill was enacted in
the same year that it was introduced. I
continue to be inspired by MIKE’s prin-
ciples in leadership outside of com-
mittee work as well. I have been lucky
enough to share many Wednesday
mornings with him as a brother of
faith during Bible study.

Mr. Speaker, I send my very best
wishes to MIKE and his wife, Suzanne,
who has been kind enough to share him
with us for over the last 16 years.

I thank MIKE for his friendship and
guidance over the years. He will be sin-
cerely missed.

—————

COVID RELIEF FOR AMERICANS

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, it has
been 257 days since the first major
COVID relief package was signed into
law—257 days. In that time period,
COVID cases in the U.S. have sky-
rocketed, and we have lost almost
290,000 Americans.

The devastation this virus has
wrought on our families, our commu-
nities, and our economy is enormous.
But it would have been so much worse
if we had not provided that early relief
to our families, our small businesses,
and workers impacted by the spring
surge. And economists are clear that
we need to provide more direct relief in
order to buoy the economy, much less
to keep people safe.

The relief that we are seeking, that
the American people are seeking is not
a handout. It is a lifeline. It is critical
to get relief in the hands of families,
small businesses, frontline workers,
and local governments so we can get
the virus under control. But, also, so
we can get the country back to work
once we do so.

Mr. Speaker, time is of the essence.
Unemployment is running out, small
businesses—and especially, res-
taurants—are closing. Families are fac-
ing eviction and foreclosure.

Mr. Speaker, fighting this pandemic
has been hard enough on the American
people. Getting them the relief they
need to stay safe and healthy shouldn’t
be.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2021, AND OTHER
EXTENSIONS ACT

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8900) making further continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 2021, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8900

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2021, and
Other Extensions Act’.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
The table of contents of this Act is as fol-
lows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.
Sec. 3. References.
DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

DIVISION B—HEALTH EXTENDERS

Title I—Medicare and Medicaid Extenders

Title II—Public Health Extenders and Food
and Drug Administration Pro-
visions

Title IIT—Offsets

Title IV—Budgetary Effects

SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.

DIVISION A—FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2021

SEC. 101. The Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2021 (division A of Public Law 116-159) is
amended by striking the date specified in
section 106(3) and inserting ‘‘December 18,
2020”°.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Further
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2021”°.

DIVISION B—HEALTH EXTENDERS

TITLE I—-MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
EXTENDERS

EXTENSION OF THE WORK GEO-

GRAPHIC INDEX FLOOR UNDER THE

MEDICARE PROGRAM.

Section 1848(e)(1)(E) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w—4(e)(1)(E)), as amended
by section 3801 of the CARES Act (Public
Law 116-136) and section 2201 of the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2021 and Other
Extensions Act (Public Law 116-159), is
amended by striking ‘“December 12, 2020’ and
inserting ‘‘December 19, 2020°°.

SEC. 1102. EXTENSION OF FUNDING OUTREACH
AND ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME
PROGRAMS.

(a) STATE HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAMS.—
Subsection (a)(1)(B)(xi) of section 119 of the
Medicare Improvements for Patients and
Providers Act of 2008 (42 U.S.C. 1395b-3 note),
as amended by section 3306 of the Patient

SEC. 1101.
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Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public
Law 111-148), section 610 of the American
Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-
240), section 1110 of the Pathway for SGR Re-
form Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-67), section
110 of the Protecting Access to Medicare Act
of 2014 (Public Law 113-93), section 208 of the
Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization
Act of 2015 (Public Law 114-10), section 50207
of division E of the Bipartisan Budget Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-123), section 1402 of divi-
sion B of the Continuing Appropriations Act,
2020, and Health Extenders Act of 2019 (Pub-
lic Law 116-59), section 1402 of division B of
the Further Continuing Appropriations Act,
2020, and Further Health Extenders Act of
2019 (Public Law 116-69), section 103 of divi-
sion N of the Further Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2020 (Public Law 116-94), sec-
tion 3803 of the CARES Act (Public Law 116-
136), and section 2203 of the Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2021 and Other Extensions
Act (Public Law 116-159), is amended by
striking ‘“‘December 117 and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 18°.

(b) AREA AGENCIES ON AGING.—Subsection
(b)(1)(B)(xi) of such section 119, as so amend-
ed, is amended by striking ‘‘December 11’
and inserting ‘‘December 18°.

(c) AGING AND DISABILITY RESOURCE CEN-
TERS.—Subsection (¢)(1)(B)(xi) of such sec-
tion 119, as so amended, is amended by strik-
ing “December 11’ and inserting ‘‘December
18>,

(d) CONTRACT WITH THE NATIONAL CENTER
FOR BENEFITS AND OUTREACH ENROLLMENT.—
Subsection (d)(2)(xi) of such section 119, as so
amended, is amended by striking ‘‘December
117 and inserting ‘‘December 18",

SEC. 1103. EXTENSION OF FUNDING FOR QUALITY
MEASURE ENDORSEMENT, INPUT,
AND SELECTION.

Section 1890(d)(2) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395aaa(d)(2)) is amended by
striking ‘‘December 11 each place such
phrase appears and inserting ‘‘December 18
in each such place.

SEC. 1104. EXTENSION OF COMMUNITY MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES DEMONSTRA-
TION PROGRAM.

Section 223(d)(3) of the Protecting Access
to Medicare Act of 2014 (42 U.S.C. 1396a note),
as amended by Public Law 116-159, is amend-
ed by striking ‘“‘December 11’ and inserting
“December 18”°.

SEC. 1105. EXTENSION OF SPOUSAL IMPOVERISH-
MENT PROTECTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2404 of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act (42
U.S.C. 1396r-5 note), as amended by Public
Law 116-159, is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 11’ and inserting ‘‘December 18°.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
section 2404 of Public Law 111-148 (42 U.S.C.
1396r-5 note) or section 1902(a)(17) or 1924 of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1396a(a)(17), 1396r-5) shall be construed as
prohibiting a State from—

(1) applying an income or resource dis-
regard under a methodology authorized
under section 1902(r)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(r)(2))—

(A) to the income or resources of an indi-
vidual described in section
1902(a)(10)(A)({1)(VI) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1396a(a)(10)(A)([{i)(VI)) (including a disregard
of the income or resources of such individ-
ual’s spouse); or

(B) on the basis of an individual’s need for
home and community-based services author-
ized under subsection (c), (d), (i), or (k) of
section 1915 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396n) or
under section 1115 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1315); or

(2) disregarding an individual’s spousal in-
come and assets under a plan amendment to
provide medical assistance for home and
community-based services for individuals by
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reason of being determined eligible under

section 1902(a)(10)(C) of such Act (42 U.S.C.

1396a.(a)(10)(C)) or by reason of section 1902(f)

of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(f)) or otherwise

on the basis of a reduction of income based
on costs incurred for medical or other reme-
dial care under which the State disregarded
the income and assets of the individual’s
spouse in determining the initial and ongo-
ing financial eligibility of an individual for
such services in place of the spousal impov-
erishment provisions applied under section
1924 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r-5).
SEC. 1106. EXTENSION OF DELAY OF DSH REDUC-
TIONS.

Section 1923(f)(7) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r—4(f)(7)(A)) is amended by
striking ‘‘December 12 each place such
phrase appears and inserting ‘‘December 19’
in each such place.

SEC. 1107. EXTENSION OF MONEY FOLLOWS THE

PERSON.

Section 6071(h)(1)(H) of the Deficit Reduc-
tion Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 1396a note) is
amended by striking ‘‘December 11’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 18.

TITLE II—PUBLIC HEALTH EXTENDERS
AND FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Public Health Extenders
SEC. 1201. EXTENDING FUNDING FOR COMMU-
NITY HEALTH CENTERS, NATIONAL
HEALTH SERVICE CORPS, AND
TEACHING HEALTH CENTER GME.

(a) COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS.—Section
10503(b)(1)(F) of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-2(b)(1)(F))
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$789,041,096’ and inserting
‘$865,753,425”"; and

(2) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 18, 2020’.

(b) NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS.—Sec-
tion 10503(b)(2)(H) of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (42 U.S.C. 254b-
2(b)(2)(H)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$61,150,685° and inserting
€‘$67,095,890’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 18, 2020,

(c) TEACHING HEALTH CENTERS THAT OPER-
ATE GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PRO-
GRAMS.—Section 340H(g)(1) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 256h(g)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$24,953,425° and inserting
€‘$27,379,452”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020 and in-
serting ‘‘December 18, 2020,

(d) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS.—Amounts
appropriated pursuant to the amendments
made by this section for the period beginning
on December 11, 2020, and ending on Decem-
ber 18, 2020, shall be subject to the require-
ments contained in Public Law 116-94 for
funds for programs authorized under sections
330 through 340 of the Public Health Service
Act.

(e) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Paragraph
(4) of section 3014(h) of title 18, United States
Code, as amended by section 3831(e) of the
CARES Act (Public Law 116-136), is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘Social Services Act,,” and
inserting ‘‘Social Services Act,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘and section 2101 of the
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2021 and
Other Extensions Act’” and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 2101 of the Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2021 and Other Extensions Act, and sec-
tion 1201(d) of the Further Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2021, and Other Extensions
Act”.

SEC. 1202. DIABETES PROGRAMS.

(a) SPECIAL DIABETES PROGRAMS FOR TYPE
I DIABETES.—Section 330B(b)(2)(D) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254c-
2(b)(2)(D)) is amended—
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(1) by striking ‘‘$29,589,042 and inserting
°$32,465,753’"; and

(2) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 18, 2020°°.

(b) SPECIAL DIABETES PROGRAMS FOR INDI-
ANS.—Section 330C(c)(2)(D) of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254c-3(c)(2)(D))
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$29,589,042 and inserting
°$32,465,753’"; and

(2) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020’ and in-
serting ‘‘December 18, 2020°°.

SEC. 1203. PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDU-
CATION; SEXUAL RISK AVOIDANCE
EDUCATION.

(a) SEXUAL RISK AVOIDANCE EDUCATION.—
Section 510 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 710) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 11, 2020’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘““December 18, 2020"°.

(b) PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDUCATION.—
Section 513 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 713) is amended by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 11, 2020’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘““December 18, 2020”°.

Subtitle B—Food and Drug Administration

Provisions

SEC. 1211. RARE PEDIATRIC DISEASE PRIORITY
REVIEW VOUCHER EXTENSION.

Section 529(b)(5) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff(b)(5)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘December 11, 2020 each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘December 18,
2020’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 11, 2022”° and inserting ‘‘December 18,
2022.

TITLE III—OFFSETS

SEC. 1301. TRANSPARENCY OF MEDICARE SEC-
ONDARY PAYER REPORTING INFOR-
MATION.

Section 1862(b)(8)(G) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 395y (b)(8)(G)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary’’ and inserting ‘‘INFORMATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘‘(ii) SPECIFIED INFORMATION.—In respond-
ing to any query made on or after the date
that is 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this clause from an applicable plan related
to a determination described in subpara-
graph (A)(i), the Secretary, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, shall provide to
such applicable plan—

“(I) whether a claimant subject to the
query is, or during the preceding 3-year pe-
riod has been, entitled to benefits under the
program under this title on any basis; and

“(IT) to the extent applicable, the plan
name and address of any Medicare Advan-
tage plan under part C and any prescription
drug plan under part D in which the claim-
ant is enrolled or has been enrolled during
such period.”.

SEC. 1302. DISPENSATION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS
FOR THE PURPOSE OF RELIEVING
ACUTE WITHDRAWAL SYMPTOMS
FROM OPIOID USE DISORDER.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Attorney General
shall revise section 1306.07(b) of title 21, Code
of Federal Regulations, so that practi-
tioners, in accordance with applicable State,
Federal, or local laws relating to controlled
substances, are allowed to dispense not more
than a three-day supply of narcotic drugs to
one person or for one person’s use at one
time for the purpose of initiating mainte-
nance treatment or detoxification treatment
(or both).

SEC. 1303. MEDICAID IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Section 1941(b)(3)(A) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C 1396w-1(b)(3)(A)) is amended by
striking *$3,446,000,000”” and inserting
¢‘$3,464,000,000"".
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TITLE IV—BUDGETARY EFFECTS
SEC. 1401. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The
budgetary effects of this division shall not be
entered on either PAYGO scorecard main-
tained pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010.

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The
budgetary effects of this division shall not be
entered on any PAYGO scorecard maintained
for purposes of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71
(115th Congress).

(c) CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS.—Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budg-
et Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105-217 and section 250(c)(8) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of
this division shall not be estimated—

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act;
and

(2) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) and the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
GRANGER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Connecticut.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill,
H.R. 8900, currently under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as we speak, the Appro-
priations Committees are hard at work
negotiating fiscal year 2021 appropria-
tions bills. There are many serious
issues facing our Nation, and Federal
funding plays a critical role in sup-
porting families and communities as
they go about their day-to-day lives as
they try to survive during this health
and economic crisis.

Mr. Speaker, Americans deserve the
certainty of a full-year funding, and
the Congress has a responsibility to the
Nation to do its job and pass all 12
funding bills before we adjourn.

The continuing resolution we con-
sider today will keep the government
up and running to bring spending talks
to a successful conclusion. These are
serious issues that touch every aspect
of people’s lives, like their education,
transportation systems, national secu-
rity, public health infrastructure, and
our environment.
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In addition to an omnibus appropria-
tions bill, it is my hope that this addi-
tional week will allow negotiators the
time to assemble an emergency
coronavirus relief package.

To take advantage of this window of
opportunity, Leader MCCONNELL must
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finally sit down with Democrats to find
a bipartisan solution.

Coupled with a full year of govern-
ment funding, an interim coronavirus
relief package is critical. It is a lifeline
for working families. If we do not act,
12 million Americans could lose unem-
ployment aid just after Christmas, and
millions could lose access to paid sick
leave and protections against evic-
tions. This will put working families
over the edge and our economy closer
to the financial cliff.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
adopting this continuing resolution.
Let us support the ongoing negotia-
tions.

People are desperate. They are count-
ing on us. We need to provide relief to
working families, to our schools, to our
children, to small businesses, and to
communities across the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 8900, a con-
tinuing resolution that will fund the
government through December 18.

Members of the Appropriations Com-
mittee have been negotiating night and
day for weeks to reach agreement on a
full-year appropriations bill. At the
same time, House and Senate leaders
continue to discuss a coronavirus relief
package with the administration. It is
my hope that we can complete both of
these important pieces of legislation as
soon as possible.

There is so much at stake: our na-
tional security, the health and welfare
of millions of Americans, and our eco-
nomic recovery. Passing this 1-week
CR is simply a stopgap measure. I ex-
pect we will be back on the floor next
week to complete the year’s work.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting in favor of this continuing reso-
lution so that the Senate can pass it
and send it to the President for signa-
ture. Then, we must immediately get
back to the important work the Amer-
ican people expect us to finish.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate Ms. DELAURO. She and I
have served on the Appropriations
Committee together and in the Con-
gress for a very long time. She is one of
our most able, energetic, and knowl-
edgeable Members.

As someone who is very proud of my
relationship to the Appropriations
Committee, I know that she will do an
excellent job working with the minor-
ity and the ranking member, with
whom I also served, to make sure that
the Appropriations Committee works
in a way that benefits the American
people and does so in a timely fashion.

Normally, I would not speak—well,
though I do speak most of the time on
the CR, because the CR is a recognition
of failure. It is not any one individual’s
failure. It is not a bad thing. It is just
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that we have had trouble getting to-
gether and coming to an agreement.

I want to observe, and maybe it has
already been observed, we passed 10 of
our 12 appropriations bills by July 26.
That was 2 months before the end of
the fiscal year. The Senate, unfortu-
nately, didn’t pass any of its appropria-
tions bills. It still has not passed any
of its appropriations bills. It has a doc-
ument that they did not pass through
committee and has not passed the Sen-
ate that is the basis for our negotia-
tions.

That has delayed us substantially,
not because the House didn’t do its
work on time, but, because for what-
ever reasons, the Senate did not ad-
dress the appropriations process in a
timely fashion.

Mr. Speaker, I have served on the Ap-
propriations Committee for a long
time. I went on in January 1983. I was
on the subcommittee that Ms.
DELAURO now chairs as well. When we
would pass a bill, the Senate would
pass a bill, and we would go to con-
ferences. Some of our Members don’t
know what a conference is.

The Members of the House com-
mittee and the Members of the Senate
committee came together in a room
and talked about how we were going to
resolve the differences between the two
bills. That hardly ever happens now,
and we are losing something of the leg-
islative process because it doesn’t hap-
pen.

With all due respect to the four peo-
ple who now are called the four cor-
ners, whether it is the chairs of the
committees, or the Speaker and the
minority leader in the House, and the
minority leader and the majority lead-
er in the Senate, those four people have
a lot of work to do.

I am the majority leader over here. I
know I have a lot of things to watch
out for, and I cannot focus the way the
members of the subcommittees focus
on the substance of the issues. There-
fore, we lose something by not having
all of the Members included.

Now, because that hasn’t happened,
and they haven’t come up with a prod-
uct, we are here with what we call a
continuing resolution. But that really
is an admission of failure.

We passed one before September 30 so
the government didn’t shut down. It
was the right thing to do. We are going
to pass one now. It is the right thing to
do. This is something that we have to
do to keep the government working.

But we ought not believe or pretend
or represent this is the way we ought
to do business. It is not. It is a function
of procrastination, a function of failing
to come together and making com-
promises.

That is what this body is about, all of
these chairs here. We have to come to
an agreement. The Constitution says if
we don’t come to an agreement and the
Senate doesn’t come to an agreement
and the President doesn’t come to an
agreement with exactly the same
thing, nothing happens.
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I make this observation every time
we do this. But I will tell you this, Mr.
Speaker. I have talked to the new
chair—and I know the ranking mem-
ber, and I have worked with her and
have great respect for her, as she
knows. Why? Because she wants to get
a job done.

She was a mayor. She was a mayor of
a great city in the State of Texas. She
knows that you have to get things
done.

Ms. DELAURO is a person who gets
things done.

I am going to work with both of
them, Mr. Speaker, in this coming Con-
gress. We are going to pass every one of
the appropriations bills, every one.

We haven’t dealt with homeland se-
curity because of the wall, not because
of the other items, but the wall. We
had a disagreement. We couldn’t forge
agreement on that and compromise on
that.

I am going to work with both the
chair and the ranking member, and,
frankly, all the Members on both sides
of the aisle to get our work done by
June 30 of this coming year. That will
give us 90 days to reach agreement
with the Senate, pass the bills, and do
it by September 30.

We have rarely done that. I think in
my 40 years of service in this House, I
think we have done it twice. I would
have to check. Maybe it was only once.
Maybe you could tell me that, and we
could find out. But I am hopeful that
we will do it.

There aren’t many Members on this
floor. This CR has to pass. All we did
was change the date because of prac-
tically recognizing we have not gotten
our work done on time.

And whoever is listening, whether
the public or other Members are listen-
ing, Mr. Speaker, as I speak, I hope
they will take to heart our responsi-
bility to the American people, and to
this institution, to make it work on
time.

I told the majority leader of the
United States Senate just about 2 days
ago, 3 days ago, I said: MITCH, there is
no agreement we can make on Decem-
ber 18 that we can’t make on December
11. There is no magic in these next 7
days—now, I guess, 9 days. There is no
magic in it. It is just, psychologically,
we have until December 18, so we won’t
make the agreement today.

That is why I set December 11, be-
cause I was hopeful that we could do it
by December 11. I urged the Members
to do December 11, very frankly, for
two reasons. Number one, it is the
right thing to do. And number two, our
Members are at risk when they travel.
They are at risk here. They need to be
in their homes quarantined with people
who do not pose them any risk.

It is not that we want to shirk our
duty. We can do our duty, but we don’t
need to be here for 2 more weeks or 1
more week to do it. We just have to
have the thought in mind we are going
to get it done today.

This will give us 8 more days, 9 more
days to do it. I know the staff is going
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to be working round the clock over the
weekend to get us a bill done.

We need to pass three bills. We
passed the NDAA last night. That bill
should be passed in June as well, or
late May. I told Mr. SMITH and the new
ranking member that I am going to do
everything I can to have that bill on
the floor this coming May. We tradi-
tionally did that. I am not inventing
something. Ms. DELAURO knows we did
that; the ranking member knows we
did that.

We all say it is a very important bill.
Well, if it is a very important bill, let’s
deal with it in a timely fashion and not
have this last-minute veto; we are
going to do this.

We need to pass it, and 335 of us yes-
terday said we need to pass this bill.

So, I will end this tirade by simply
saying congratulations to Ms.
DELAURO and to the ranking member,
who is a good friend and a very respon-
sible Member of this House.

I will work closely with them and
with all of our Members, Mr. Speaker,
to make sure that the American people
can be proud of the fact that the House
of Representatives knows its respon-
sibilities, meets its respomnsibilities,
and passes legislation in a timely fash-
ion and does not say to the Federal em-
ployees and the people who are oper-
ating government: Maybe you will be
funded tomorrow and maybe you won'’t.

We have wasted billions of dollars
over the years I have been here with
the government trying to figure out
how they are going to prepare for a
shutdown. Any business that operated
that way in America would go bank-
rupt pretty soon. The CEO would be
fired, and the board of directors, which
we are, might be fired as well.

Let’s learn the lesson that we learn
too often, and let’s do our work on
time and do it well.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
certainly associate with the concerns
of the majority leader, Mr. HOYER. I as-
sociate myself with his concerns and
my appreciation for the Appropriations
Committee.

Let me thank Ms. DELAURO and my
fellow Texan, Ms. GRANGER, and cer-
tainly make mention of her ascending
to continue as ranking member in the
next Congress.

I rise to support this underlying leg-
islation for the extension of the CR to
December 18. And I rise to, as well, re-
emphasize the desperate conditions
Americans are in. There are 14 million
COVID-19 cases, almost 300,000 dead. It
is predicted to have Americans, trag-
ically, that will possibly lose their life
in 2021, of upward of 500,000 Americans.

This is a funding bill. When we say
keep the government open, what we
really mean is to serve the American
people, to make sure that they have
healthcare, that they have education
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dollars, that they are able to fund their
local police and fire, that they have
childcare dollars, that they have re-
search dollars.

At the same time, if I went on any
local street in America today, they
would be asking me to give them a life-
line so their restaurants can stay open.
The small businesses, they would be
asking about their unemployment ex-
tension and the cash payments.

That is what we need to get into the
negotiation, and we are hoping to do
the funding bill and COVID-19 as well.

I want to rise on the floor today to
make a number of points in particular:
the necessity of the unemployment ex-
tension and increase—we had $600 in
the past—and the necessity of the cash
payment as well.

But I also want to make mention of
the fact that our local jurisdictions,
our cities and counties and Tribal ju-
risdictions, they need the money for
public funding to go directly to them,
no strings attached by the State. They
are losing out. Their firefighters are
losing out; their health clinics are los-
ing out; and their municipal workers
are losing out because it is getting en-
tangled with the State.

Finally, the Department of Transpor-
tation needs funding for its environ-
mental assessment for projects like I-
45.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

0 1245

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
there are so many projects, like I-45 in
Texas, that recklessly tears into mi-
nority neighborhoods without any re-
sponse to those voters, those constitu-
ents, wiping out their houses and
churches and schools. So the Depart-
ment of Transportation funding will be
in here that we will have the oppor-
tunity to assess environment impact
statements.

Finally, let me offer my greatest ap-
preciation for Chairwoman  NITA
LOWEY; yes, an angel on this floor for
S0 many years, guiding us, leading us
in a way that brought back the kind of
success that America needs.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. DELAURO
for her hard work and I wish her suc-
cess as well.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I want to
take a minute to congratulate Con-
gresswoman DELAURO for being named
chairwoman of the full committee next
Congress. I look forward to working
with her in the coming years.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on the bill before us today,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I know the majority
leader has left the floor, but I thank
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him for his congratulations and his
warm words. I look forward to working
in conjunction with him as we move to
pass 12 bills by June.

I want to particularly say how
pleased I am to be able to work with
the ranking member, my colleague
from Texas. We have worked on issues
in the past, never at this level, but I
am looking forward to a really close
and wonderful relationship as we try to
do the Nation’s business. Thank you so
very much.

Mr. Speaker, with an additional week
to negotiate, I am optimistic that we
can fund the government for this year
and we can deliver coronavirus relief
for the American people who are des-
perate and looking to us for hope.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in passing this extension of
funding so we can complete our work.
It is not about us. We have the respon-
sibility, but it is about the people out-
side of this Chamber who are relying
on us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8900.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
965, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

REAFFIRMING COMMITMENT TO
MEDIA DIVERSITY

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 549) reaffirming the
commitment to media diversity and
pledging to work with media entities
and diverse stakeholders to develop
common ground solutions to eliminate
barriers to media diversity.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 549

Whereas the principle that an informed
and engaged electorate is critical to a vi-
brant democracy is deeply rooted in our laws
of free speech and underpins the virtues on
which we established our Constitution, ‘in
Order to form a more perfect Union, estab-
lish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote
the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity

Whereas having independent, diverse, and
local media that provide exposure to a broad
range of viewpoints and the ability to con-
tribute to the political debate is central to
sustaining that informed engagement;

Whereas it is in the public interest to en-
courage source, content, and audience diver-
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sity on our Nation’s shared telecommuni-
cations and media platforms;

Whereas the survival of small, inde-
pendent, and diverse media outlets that
serve diverse audiences and local media mar-
kets is essential to preserving local culture
and building understanding on important
community issues that impact the daily
lives of residents;

Whereas research by the American Society
of News Editors, the Radio Television Digital
News Association, the Pew Research Center,
and others has documented the continued
challenges of increasing diversity among all
types of media entities;

Whereas with increasing media experience
and sophistication, it is even more impor-
tant to have minority participation in local
media to ensure a diverse range of informa-
tion sources are available and different ideas
and viewpoints are expressed to strengthen
social cohesion among different commu-
nities; and

Whereas the constriction in small, inde-
pendent, and diverse media outlets and lim-
ited participation of diverse populations in
media ownership and decisionmaking are
combining to negatively impact our goal of
increasing local civic engagement and civic
knowledge through increased voter partici-
pation, membership in civic groups, and
knowledge of local political and civil infor-
mation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms its commitment to diversity
as a core tenet of the public interest stand-
ard in media policy; and

(2) pledges to work with media entities and
diverse stakeholders to develop common
ground solutions to eliminate barriers to
media diversity.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
549.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 549, reaffirming the commit-
ment to media diversity and pledging
to work with media entities and di-
verse stakeholders to develop common
ground solutions to eliminate barriers
to media diversity.

This resolution promotes much-need-
ed diversity in the communications
marketplace, and I commend Rep-
resentative DEMINGS and her staff for
all their efforts towards this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I also thank Ranking
Member WALDEN, Communications and
Technology Subcommittee Chairman
DOYLE, and Subcommittee Ranking
Member LATTA for their work to bring
this resolution to the floor.

This past year has highlighted racial
inequities that have long existed in our
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society, as we saw with the protests
over the murder of George Floyd and
the disparate impact that the COVID-
19 pandemic is having on communities
of color.

These inequities also exist in our
communications marketplace. For ex-
ample, the owners of broadcast and
media outlets do not reflect our diverse
population. These media outlet owners
make critical decisions about the edu-
cational, political, entertainment, and
news programming Americans watch,
and those decisions can influence peo-
ple’s opinions and perceptions.

Diversity in viewpoints and diverse
ownership of media outlets promotes
programming that offers different per-
spectives and enables viewers to access
programming that is relevant to them.

A diverse media marketplace is also
central to an informed and engaged
electorate, which is critical to a vi-
brant democracy.

Committing to a diverse media mar-
ketplace, one that reflects our country,
is a worthy goal, and this resolution
reaffirms that goal.

Today’s resolution is a good step for-
ward, but there is much more that we
need to do. The numbers and statistics
are clear that our media marketplace
does not resemble the people we serve.

I hope we can come together to do
the additional work that is needed, and
I urge all of my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 549. This is a resolution in-
troduced by my colleague, Mrs.
DEMINGS, that reaffirms the commit-
ment by Congress to work with media
entities and diverse stakeholders to
find common ground solutions to
eliminate barriers to diversity in our
media.

As a former radio broadcaster myself,
I understand the efforts that the broad-
cast industry, and the media industry
as a whole, takes to ensure diversity of
ownership, viewpoint, and employ-
ment. My wife and I had to make those
hiring decisions for our five radio sta-
tions. I know firsthand the business
imperative to serve your community
with local news and local programming
that reflects the makeup of your com-
munity.

While today’s resolution focuses spe-
cifically on broadcast stations, this
problem is not unique to one segment
of the media industry; it is also an
issue for their cable and digital stream-
ing competitors in the marketplace.

I appreciate the many steps that the
industry has taken, not only to recog-
nize and take responsibility for this,
but also to put in place the many pro-
grams and initiatives to promote op-
portunities for women, minorities, and
veterans. But as the data show, we still
have room for improvement.

While the House is considering this
resolution today, it is my hope that we



December 9, 2020

can work together in a bipartisan man-
ner to address the inequality identified
in this resolution.

Republicans on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee have put forward so-
lutions to help uplift minority voices
and promote media diversity, solutions
that can actually become law, unlike
this resolution before us today.

Mr. Speaker, in September, the
House passed H. Res. 5567, the MEDIA
Diversity Act sponsored by Mr. LONG,
which would help us better understand
the market and regulatory barriers for
socially disadvantaged individuals to
enter and compete in the marketplace.
This bill would help us make informed
policy decisions.

I have also worked with advocates
and industry alike to try to find con-
sensus on legislation to establish the
long-sought broadcaster incubator pro-
gram. Now, this would help increase
the number of minority-owned broad-
cast stations.

The Broadcast Diversity in Leader-
ship Act, H.R. 8154, would encourage
large, established broadcasters to work
with aspiring broadcasters to break
down barriers to capital and provide
mentorship and experience to new, mi-
nority entrants. That is how we can en-
sure their long-term success in serving
their local communities. We must bet-
ter understand the problem before us
and how best to incentivize all media
entities to create opportunities for and
lift the voices of underrepresented indi-
viduals.

Today, we can affirm our commit-
ment to working toward common
ground solutions, as this solution
states; but Republicans stand ready to
work across the aisle to turn these
common ground solutions into law.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from  Florida (Mrs.
DEMINGS), the sponsor of this resolu-
tion.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, first of
all, I would like to thank the chairman
and the ranking member for their sup-
port on this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that
media plays a critical role in how we
see the world and how we see each
other. When a child sees someone on
the screen who looks like them, it can
change their life.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, we con-
tinue to struggle with ongoing dispari-
ties in housing, education, social jus-
tice, and even this ongoing pandemic.
Whether in news, movies, TV, or music,
who tells the story matters because di-
verse perspectives are critical to us un-
derstanding the entire story.

I am grateful for our cosponsors and
for my colleagues who will vote for this
resolution today, and for the media
representatives who partnered with us
to move this legislation forward. As we
continue to work together to unite our
country, break down barriers, and
strengthen our future, let’s continue to
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utilize the powerful diverse voices who
truly are our strength.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for their support on this resolution.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATTA), the top Republican on the
Communications and Technology Sub-
committee.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 549. This
resolution reaffirms the importance of
having diverse representation across
the media to better reflect their audi-
ence and serve the public interest. I
urge my colleagues to support this
pledge to eliminate barriers to media
diversity and to reinforce our commit-
ment to encourage diversity in media
policy.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to spend
the remainder of my time to commend
the leadership of my good friend, the
ranking member, Mr. WALDEN. Unfor-
tunately, Leader Walden has decided to
make this his last term in Congress,
but his work at the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and his service to
the people of Oregon will continue to
positively impact our Nation for dec-
ades to come. It is going to be hard to
imagine going to the committee with-
out him at the helm on our side.

You have been a steady force, just as
your family, who has been a steady
force when they took those wagon
trains to Oregon on that trail back in
1845. You have never forgotten your
roots, and you show that every day. I
appreciate it because I know, under
your leadership, you have helped many
of us in committee. And I know, as
your vice chair, you had a lot of con-
fidence in me when you let me take
over the helm on many a day and run
the committee.
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But as one of your subcommittee
chairs on Digital Commerce and Con-
sumer Protection and this Congress
being the ranker on Communications
and Technology, I appreciate that.

And I know that, again, when I think
about all of the things that you have
worked on, especially in the last Con-
gress and with the opioid epidemic,
which claimed over 73,000 lives in this
country, and you were at the helm of
H.R. 6 and brought together all those
bills, over 60 pieces of legislation to
help people in this country. And that is
going to be a lasting legacy that we are
going to have.

So, again, we are going to appreciate
you, but we also hate to see you leave.

And also, with all your telecom
work, to have someone with that expe-
rience, as you mentioned in your open-
ing remarks about you and your bride
of 38 years, Mylene, owning the radio
stations and being able to get out there
and get the work done.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA)
an additional 1 minute.

The
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, again, it
has been a tremendous run with all the
work that you have done. You have
been a gentleman and a good friend.

Something I learned from my dad
from his 36 years in public service, and
I will say it again on this floor. He said
there is a difference between people
who are politicians and public serv-
ants. He said a politician is a person
who sees how much they can take from
the people they represent for their own
benefit, while a public servant sees how
much they can give of themselves back
to the people they represent.

For what you have done for not only
your constituents of your great State
but also here in this body, we are going
to miss you.

So, GREG, and that is the first time I
have ever used a first name on this
floor, we are going to miss you. I am
going to miss you, but we wish you all
the best in the years to come.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I believe
we had two other speakers planning to
come down and speak, but it does not
appear they have been able to free
themselves from their other business.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage us all to
support this very strong resolution
that our colleague has offered up, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
for support on this legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 549.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RELIABLE INVESTMENT IN VITAL
ENERGY REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3361) to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to reauthorize hydroelectric
production incentives and hydro-
electric efficiency improvement incen-
tives, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3361

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Reliable In-
vestment in Vital Energy Reauthorization
Act” or the “RIVER Act’.

SEC. 2. HYDROELECTRIC PRODUCTION INCEN-
TIVES AND EFFICIENCY IMPROVE-
MENTS.

(a) HYDROELECTRIC PRODUCTION INCEN-
TIVES.—Section 242 of the Energy Policy Act
of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15881) is amended—

(1) in subsection (c), by striking ‘10’ and
inserting ‘‘22”’;
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(2) in subsection (e)(2), by striking ‘‘section
29(d)(2)(B)”’ and inserting ‘‘section
45K(d)(2)(B)™’;

(3) in subsection (f), by striking ‘20 and
inserting ‘‘32”’; and

(4) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘each of
the fiscal years 2006 through 2015 and in-
serting ‘‘each of fiscal years 2019 through
2036"".

(b) HYDROELECTRIC EFFICIENCY IMPROVE-
MENT.—Section 243(c) of the Emnergy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15882(c)) is amended by
striking ‘‘each of the fiscal years 2006
through 2015 and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal
years 2019 through 2036°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3361.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3361, the Reliable Investment in
Vital Energy Reauthorization Act, or
the RIVER Act. This bipartisan bill
was introduced by Representatives
MCKINLEY, TONKO, and LOEBSACK.

Hydropower is a vital part of our
clean energy portfolio, and the RIVER
Act reauthorizes important hydro-
electric production incentives estab-
lished in the Energy Policy Act of 2005.
The RIVER Act extends incentives
that provide payments to owners or op-
erators of hydroelectric facilities that
are added to existing dams or conduits.
Additionally, it reauthorizes efficiency
improvement payments for improving
facility efficiency.

I support this legislation, Mr. Speak-
er. I thank my colleagues for their
hard work on the bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3361. This is the Reliable Investment in
Vital Energy Reauthorization Act.

This legislation was introduced by
my colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, Mr. MCKINLEY and
Mr. TONKO, to reauthorize the Hydro-
electric Production Incentive and hy-
dropower efficiency improvement pro-
grams at the Department of Energy.

This legislation went through regular
order, and it passed the full committee,
Energy and Commerce, by a voice vote.

H.R. 3361 would authorize payments
to support the development of hydro-
power production at existing dams and
conduits. Literally, Mr. Speaker, there
are thousands of existing dams in the
United States that can support hydro-
power production while avoiding the
costs and environmental effects associ-
ated with building new dams.
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In addition to affordable and renew-
able energy, hydropower also provides
ancillary services to stabilize the elec-
tric grid, to provide storage, to main-
tain emergency black-start capability.

I am proud to support H.R. 3361,
which would reauthorize these really
important Department of Energy pro-
grams and will ensure access to renew-
able, carbon-free, affordable hydro-
power for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes” on H.R. 3361,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no speakers on this side, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY), an engineer
by trade, a terrific legislator, an im-
portant member of our committee, and
the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3361, the RIVER Act, and thank Chair-
man TONKO and Congressman LOEBSACK
for working with us in a bipartisan way
on this important legislation.

This RIVER Act reauthorizes key hy-
dropower production and efficiency in-
centives through 2036. Boosting hydro-
power production will ensure that
Americans have access to affordable,
clean energy.

As Congresswoman CATHY MCMORRIS
RODGERS has previously noted on nu-
merous occasions, only 3 percent of
America’s 91,000 dams generate elec-
tricity because in part it takes 10 years
to get a permit to develop new hydro-
power projects.

This bill will help streamline and de-
velop utilizing existing infrastructure
and overcome barriers to future
projects.

I urge my colleagues to support the
RIVER Act.

Mr. Speaker, I ask a point of personal
privilege to address my esteemed
chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I say to my ranking
member and my former chairman, col-
league, since I came here 10 years ago,
coming from the business sector nearly
50 years in private practice in the busi-
ness of engineering, I have been so im-
pressed with the leadership we have
had in Energy and Commerce. It wasn’t
what I was expecting. You and FRED,
and even to some extent my friend,
FRANK, to some extent—FRANK, don’t
get carried away here.

I have seen you taking on some dif-
ficult issues and using humor, your ap-
proach, you have been able to work
through some difficult situations com-
ing up with solutions. So you are going
to be missed. You and Mylene have
earned the break. But I think of all the
legislation.

You have been in my house. You have
come to West Virginia— ‘West by God
Virginia”—and I do appreciate what
you have done for us, what you have
done on the opioid epidemic. It is still
ravaging West Virginia and across this
country.
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People have to understand that in
West Virginia more people are going to
die from opioids than from COVID this
year. This is still a problem, but
thanks to you, we are moving in the
right direction.

I can’t express enough how much you
have meant to me in my career and my
confidence. The people’s House has
been in good hands under you, and I
very much appreciate your service. God
bless all of you as you continue in your
retirement.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, to my friend from West
Virginia, it has been a great honor. It
has been an honor and great privilege
to serve with you, and I have always
appreciated your leadership, your great
insights, your keen intellect as we
have addressed these issues, especially
on this issue of opioids. I don’t think
there was a more passionate player on
the committee, a more engaged and in-
formed member of the committee on
this matter than you.

And the citizens of West Virginia
and, indeed, the citizens of all Amer-
ica, Mr. Speaker, have a lot to say
thank you to Mr. MCKINLEY for and
others in this body certainly, for the
legislation we passed into law.

We know there is more work to do,
and while I may be leaving, I know Mr.
MCKINLEY is only going to double down
on that effort going forward.

Mr. Speaker, this is good legislation
that Mr. MCKINLEY and Mr. TONKO
have brought before us. I urge passage
of this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
also urge support for this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3361.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
TRIBAL POWER ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5541) to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 1992 to reauthorize programs to
assist consenting Indian Tribes in
meeting energy education, planning,
and management needs, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5541

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Tribal Power

Act”.
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SEC. 2. INDIAN ENERGY.

(a) DEFINITION OF INDIAN LAND.—Section
2601(2) of the Emergy Policy Act of 1992 (25
U.S.C. 3501(2)) is amended—
in subparagraph (B)(iii),
and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘land.”
and inserting ‘““land;’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following sub-
paragraphs:

‘D) any land located in a census tract in
which the majority of residents are Natives (as
defined in section 3(b) of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602(b))); and

‘““(E) any land located in a census tract in
which the majority of residents are persons who
are enrolled members of a federally recognized
Tribe or village.”’.

(b) REDUCTION OF COST SHARE.—Section
2602(b)(5) of the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25
U.S.C. 3502(b)(5)) is amended by adding at the
end the following subparagraphs:

‘(D) The Secretary of Energy may reduce any
applicable cost share required of an Indian
tribe, intertribal organization, or tribal energy
development organization in order to receive a
grant under this subsection to not less than 10
percent if the Indian tribe, intertribal organiza-
tion, or tribal energy development organization
meets criteria developed by the Secretary of En-
ergy, including financial need.

‘““(E) Section 988 of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16352) shall not apply to assist-
ance provided under this subsection.”.

(c) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 2602(b)(7) of the
Energy Policy Act of 1992 (25 U.S.C. 3502(b)(7))
is amended by striking ‘320,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2006 through 2016°° and inserting
830,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through
20257.

SEC. 3. REPORT ON ELECTRICITY ACCESS AND
RELIABILITY.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of Energy
shall conduct an assessment of the status of ac-
cess to electricity by households residing in
Tribal communities or on Indian land, and the
reliability of electric service available to house-
holds residing in Tribal communities or on In-
dian land, as compared to the status of access to
and reliability of electricity within neighboring
States or within the State in which Indian land
is located.

(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of Energy
shall consult with Indian Tribes, Tribal organi-
zations, the North American Electricity Reli-
ability Corporation, and the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission in the development and
conduct of the assessment under subsection (a).
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations shall
have the opportunity to review and make rec-
ommendations regarding the development of the
assessment and the findings of the assessment,
prior to the submission of the report under sub-
section (c).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Energy shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate a report on the results
of the assessment conducted under subsection
(a), which shall include—

(1) a description of generation, transmission,
and distribution assets available to provide elec-
tricity to households residing in Tribal commu-
nities or on Indian land;

(2) a survey of the retail and wholesale prices
of electricity available to households residing in
Tribal communities or on Indian land;

(3) a description of participation of Tribal
members in the electric utility workforce, includ-
ing the workforce for construction and mainte-
nance of renewable energy resources and dis-
tributed energy resources;

(4) the percentage of households residing in
Tribal communities or on Indian land that do
not have access to electricity;
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(5) the potential of distributed energy re-
sources to provide electricity to households re-
siding in Tribal communities or on Indian land;

(6) the potential for tribally-owned electric
utilities or electric utility assets to participate in
or benefit from regional electricity markets;

(7) a description of the barriers to providing
access to electric service to households residing
in Tribal communities or on Indian land; and

(8) recommendations to improve access to and
reliability of electric service for households re-
siding in Tribal communities or on Indian land.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) TRIBAL MEMBER.—The term ‘‘Tribal mem-
ber’’ means a person who is an enrolled member
of a federally recognized Tribe or village.

(2) TRIBAL COMMUNITY.—The term ‘‘Tribal
community’” means a community in a United
States census tract in which the majority of resi-
dents are persons who are enrolled members of
a federally recognized Tribe or village.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5541.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 5541, the Tribal Power Act. This
is a bipartisan bill that was introduced
by Representative O’HALLERAN from
Arizona and Representative MULLIN
from Oklahoma, both members of the
Energy and Commerce Committee.

This important legislation addresses
some of the urgent energy needs of
Tribal communities by improving ac-
cess to energy sources that are afford-
able and reliable.

H.R. 5541 reauthorizes the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Office of Indian En-
ergy and reauthorizes programs to as-
sist Indian Tribes in meeting energy
education, planning, and management
needs.

Mr. Speaker, we must work with
Tribal Governments to ensure the
members of Tribal Nations have access
to affordable, reliable energy. We have
made some strong bipartisan strides on
these matters during this Congress, in-
cluding this bill before us today.

As we prepare for the upcoming Con-
gress, I am committed to working with
the Energy and Commerce Sub-
committee Chairman RUSH and my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to do
even more to help Native American
communities on these matters in the
117th Congress.

I thank the sponsors of this bill for
their continued work and leadership on
Tribal issues. I also thank House Nat-
ural Resources Committee Chairman
GRIJALVA, a champion of Native Amer-
ican priorities, for his support which
was crucial to bringing this bill to the
floor today.
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This is an important bipartisan bill
that deserves to become law. I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
passage, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2020.
Hon. FRANK PALLONE Jr.,
Chair, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIR PALLONE: In recognition of the
goal of expediting consideration of H.R. 5541,
the “Tribal Power Act,” the Committee on
Natural Resources agrees to waive formal
consideration of the bill as to provisions that
fall within the Rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on Natural Resources.

The Committee on Natural Resources
takes this action with the mutual under-
standing that, in doing so, we do not waive
any jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation, and that
the Committee will be appropriately con-
sulted and involved as the bill or similar leg-
islation moves forward so that we may ad-
dress any remaining issues within our juris-
diction. Our Committee also reserves the
right to seek appointment of conferees to
any House-Senate conference involving this
or similar legislation.

Thank you for agreeing to include our ex-
change of letters in the Congressional
Record. I appreciate your cooperation re-
garding this legislation and look forward to
continuing to work with you as this measure
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
RAUL M. GRIJALVA,
Chair,
House Natural Resources Committee.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,
Washington, DC, December 8, 2020.
Hon. RAUL M. GRIJALVA,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: Thank you for
consulting with the Committee on Energy
and Commerce and agreeing to discharge
H.R. 55641, the Tribal Power Act, from further
consideration, so that the bill may proceed
expeditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will ensure our letters on H.R. 5541 are
entered into the Congressional Record dur-
ing floor consideration of the bill. I appre-
ciate your cooperation regarding this legis-
lation and look forward to continuing to
work together as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 5541, the
Tribal Power Act.

This legislation was introduced by
my colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, Representatives
O’HALLERAN and MULLIN, and it does
strengthen the Department of Energy’s
Tribal Energy Program, which is really
important to do. This bill went
through regular order in the com-
mittee and passed out of the full com-
mittee by a voice vote.
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H.R. 5541 updates and reauthorizes
programs at the Department of Energy
to provide funding and technical assist-
ance to Tribal Governments and orga-
nizations so that they can carry out
projects that would expand access to
energy and provide jobs and economic
development on Indian lands.
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American Indian and Alaska Native
communities continue to struggle with
energy affordability and access in
many cases. Households on some Tribal
lands also have higher rates of unem-
ployment and lower incomes, meaning
it may not be feasible to increase elec-
tricity rates to energize homes that are
not currently connected to the electric
grid. As a result, communities often
rely on relatively expensive diesel
microgrids and generators to power
homes and businesses.

H.R. 5541 would help improve energy
security and affordability on Indian
lands by reauthorizing important gov-
ernment programs, and it would re-
move some barriers to providing access
to electric service and recommends
ways to improve energy education,
planning, and management.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting H.R. 5541, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers on this side, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from OKkla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN). It is a great honor
and privilege to recognize Mr. MULLIN,
a Tribal member, an incredibly impor-
tant member of our committee who has
given great voice to people who need
help, and a cosponsor of this legisla-
tion.

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in support of H.R. 5541, the Tribal
Power Act.

As the only Native American that
serves on the Emnergy and Commerce
Committee and one who has lived in In-
dian Country my entire life, this bill is
extremely important to Tribes. It can
strategically help us receive capital
that we need to become energy effi-
cient and enhance our energy infra-
structure.

I have long been a supporter of the
economic benefits American energy
brings to our communities. As sov-
ereign nations, Tribes should have the
ability to choose and deploy this kind
of energy and the best kind of energy
that works for them. I am proud to be
a colead in this very important issue.

Now, with the remainder of my time,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a sec-
ond and recognize our good leader and
a friend that we are going to lose here
in Chairman WALDEN.

Our committee is better because of
your leadership. Anybody who can put
up with my attitude and my great per-
sonality and still stay calm and effec-
tively lead our committee, I just want
to tell you that shows a good leader. It
shows somebody I would love to follow
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and someone I have enjoyed being able
to follow.

Since my time in Congress, you have
been a friend and a mentor, one that I
can always count on to give the right
advice—not necessarily something I al-
ways wanted to hear, but the right ad-
vice. And, as I said before, that is the
character of a good leader.

So, for your 22 years of service, and
as someone who only got to serve with
you for 8 of those years, it has been a
great honor, and you will be missed.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, but I do want
to say that I never thought that Mr.
MULLIN had a bad attitude.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN), my friend, for his very gen-
erous, over-the-top words. We have had
a great working relationship. He is a
fierce fighter for the causes he believes
in and has been a terrific legislator and
will continue to blossom and grow on
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
I have no doubt. The country will be
better served. Indian Country has few
stronger voices than his, and none
stronger on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, I would say.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE), my good
friend, the distinguished Republican
whip of the House and an incredibly
important member of the Energy and
Commerce Committee who always
came prepared, always did great work,
and always presented us with his brick
phone.

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
first thank my friend, the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN), for
bringing this legislation, the Tribal
Power Act. It is an important piece of
legislation to help those Tribal com-
munities. He does, as the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) said, pro-
vide great leadership for Tribal issues,
and this is surely one I am sure we will
work with.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman of
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
Mr. PALLONE, for bringing this as well.

Now, with my time, Mr. Speaker, and
you may want to cut it short if this
turns into a roast, my friend from Or-
egon is, as Mr. MULLIN said, departing
at the end of this Congress.

I am not sure why you would want to
leave after 22 years in Congress, but
you have surely earned the right.

I got to know Mr. WALDEN when I was
a freshman coming onto the Emnergy
and Commerce Committee back in 2009
in my first year in Congress.

When you look at the dais now, it has
surely changed a lot, but back in those
days, I would offer, of my own good
will, to make coffee for Mr. WALDEN.
He was one of those senior members of
the committee—probably more of a
junior member, but I was the most jun-
ior member. But we actually developed
a really good friendship.
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As we do around here, we all battle it
out on issues. We come up here to fight
for the things that are important to
our districts, important to the country
from our perspective, and then you find
people along the way you befriend who
have that same perspective, and Mr.
WALDEN has been one of those. I have
learned a lot from him.

We have really, I think, achieved so
many things on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, and especially dur-
ing his time as chairman.

I just want to mention a few of those
areas where he has made this a better
country, because we can all talk about
the things that we want to do when we
come up here and you would like to
work with others, but then to be able
to look back and see real, tangible
achievements that make this a better
country, it really does pay tribute that
your time here was well spent. And for
Mr. WALDEN, it surely was, and, you
know, maybe none more obvious than
what we just saw yesterday.

President Trump had a summit to
talk about the rollout of a vaccine for
COVID-19, a vaccine that came through
work that we did in this Congress and
the CARES Act to give money to the
administration so that they could
focus on finding a vaccine, but then it
takes the ability, the tools.

The FDA is the gold standard in the
world. The FDA has had problems over
the years, and this committee, the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, has
had to come together to address some
of those problems so that FDA can con-
tinue to be the gold standard that not
only ensures that the trials go through
the proper process, because you don’t
want a drug to come to market that
has adverse consequences, but you also
don’t want government to get in the
way and slow down the ability for a
drug that will save lives to go through
years and years of bureaucracy, and
that had been going on.

When we were able to pass the bill to
modernize FDA approval of drugs a few
years ago when Mr. WALDEN was chair-
man, some of those reforms actually
are what got us to the brink of an
FDA-approved vaccine for COVID-19,
and that will save millions of lives in
America and around the world. You
have seen people like the 90-year-old
woman in Great Britain who is the
first person to get the vaccine. That is
from the work of what we did here at
the FDA.

FDA is on the verge of approving
that vaccine in America, and it will
also, in addition to saving lives, allow
us to reopen our economy fully, and I
think that is another objective we all
have.

That doesn’t happen by accident. It
happened because of leadership.

Again, without your leadership in re-
forming the FDA, we may be waiting
years, not months, to get that vaccine
to market.

We had the SUPPORT Act to address
the opioid crisis in this country. Every
community in America had been
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touched by the opioid crisis, and Con-
gress had to take action. Again, work-
ing, Republicans and Democrats to-
gether, under your leadership as chair-
man, we did just that, and there are
millions of lives that are saved because
of that work.

The FCC modernization and reau-
thorization, which typically happens,
but when it was done in 2018, it was
named after Ray Baum, who was the
staffer who ran the Energy and Com-
merce Committee. I believe you all
served together in the legislature. Un-
fortunately, we lost him, and to name
that important piece of legislation
after Ray Baum, I know, was not only
important to keep the FCC going, but
also to pay tribute to someone who
came up here to do good public service
for the country and did.

Finally, the reauthorization was to
free up spectrum. This has been a chal-
lenge for years as we worked to get
more spectrum, which has improved
everybody’s lives, to get to a 5G net-
work.

That work was done, and the leader-
ship of Chairman WALDEN to get that
done when even the scorekeepers here
said it wouldn’t really produce any-
thing for the country, well, billions and
billions of dollars later that this coun-
try has to pay down our debt came out
of that legislation, as well as spectrum
to allow us to get to a 5G network,
spectrum to allow us to build up more
rural broadband.

All of the things that improve peo-
ple’s quality of life happened because
of the leadership of Chairman WALDEN,
during your time as chairman of the
committee. You have earned the oppor-
tunity to go and enjoy the next phase
of your life.

But while you will be missed here,
you leave a great legacy where you can
point to the things you have done that
make America a greater country, and
for that, I thank you. I know all of us
join in in applauding your time here in
this great institution.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my dear friend
and colleague from the Energy and
Commerce Committee and the whip,
the Republican whip of the House, for
his overly generous comments, his fine
leadership, and the fun we have had on
the Energy and Commerce Committee.
We do have a lot of fun there on both
sides of the aisle, and then we do wres-
tle and tumble and we work things out,
too.

But Mr. SCALISE has always been a
real warrior on the committee, an in-
credible fighter for what he believes in,
an effective legislator, a terrific
spokesperson. He has fallen down a lit-
tle bit, though, I must stipulate, in
that he has failed to get me coffee in
recent years. He has been otherwise
consumed with other duties, and that
will be noted in the historical record, I
am sure.
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Mr. Speaker, I inquire how much
time I have remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oregon has 9% minutes re-
maining.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON),
whom we are glad to have back on the
floor and looking well.

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a
privilege to call GREG WALDEN a col-
league and friend. His time as chair-
man of the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee is another chapter of
accomplishment and success in the
committee’s storied history.

As chairman, GREG approached every
issue before the committee with his
eye on achieving results for the Amer-
ican people. That is why we are here.
He strove to reach across the political
divide, because he understood, and still
does, our work on behalf of the Amer-
ican people is far too important to al-
ways be derailed by needless partisan-
ship. Of course, we will have our squab-
bles back and forth, but at the end of
the day, it is about the American peo-
ple, and GREG understands that.

From the SUPPORT for Patients and
Communities Act to RAY BAUM’S Act,
as well as too numerous bills signed
into law to even list here, GREG’s lead-
ership of the Energy and Commerce
Committee produced important legisla-
tion that is, today, making a difference
in the lives of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I want to personally
thank GREG for taking the time to
bring me in and ask for my profes-
sional medical diagnosis of many
major healthcare-related issues or
other pieces of legislation before the
committee.

I know at times we doctors can tell
you things you don’t want to hear—and
quit laughing—but GREG always lis-
tened intently and worked with me to
help find a cure, so to speak, or a rem-
edy, and for that, I will always be ap-
preciative.

GREG, your wisdom, charisma, and
unflappable leadership will be greatly
missed in the 117th Congress.

I wish you and Mylene the best as
you both begin this new chapter of
your lives, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to call you friend.
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
friend and colleague, the good doctor
from Indiana. We are so blessed in this
institution to have people with such in-
credible backgrounds, intellect, capa-
bility, and just the overall human ex-
perience that they can bring to help us
be better legislators and develop better
policy.
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I think when we listen to each other,
when we are challenged in our views
and our ideas by each other, we end up
with a better product for the American
people, Mr. Speaker.

Certainly, Dr. BUCSHON has been a
forceful figure in trying to get to bet-
ter healthcare policy outcomes. I have
greatly valued his counsel and his lead-
ership, and I know incredible things
await him in the next Congress and in
the years thereafter, where I hope he
will continue to serve with great dis-
tinction, honor, and ability.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think I have
anybody else on our side at this time,
so I encourage passage of the legisla-
tion, the Tribal Power Act, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for the legislation and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5541, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

TIMELY REVIEW OF
INFRASTRUCTURE ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1426) to amend the Department of
Energy Organization Act to address in-
sufficient compensation of employees
and other personnel of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1426

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Timely Re-
view of Infrastructure Act”.

SEC. 2. ADDRESSING INSUFFICIENT COMPENSA-
TION OF EMPLOYEES AND OTHER
PERSONNEL OF THE FEDERAL EN-
ERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401 of the Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C.
7171) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(k) ADDRESSING INSUFFICIENT COMPENSA-
TION OF EMPLOYEES AND OTHER PERSONNEL OF
THE COMMISSION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, if the Chairman pub-
licly certifies that compensation for a cat-
egory of employees or other personnel of the
Commission is insufficient to retain or at-
tract employees and other personnel to allow
the Commission to carry out the functions of
the Commission in a timely, efficient, and
effective manner, the Chairman may fix the
compensation for the category of employees
or other personnel without regard to chapter
51 and subchapter IIT of chapter 53 of title 5,
United States Code, or any other civil serv-
ice law.

¢“(2) CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.—A cer-
tification issued under paragraph (1) shall—
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““(A) apply with respect to a category of
employees or other personnel responsible for
conducting work of a scientific, techno-
logical, engineering, or mathematical na-
ture;

‘(B) specify a maximum amount of reason-
able compensation for the category of em-
ployees or other personnel;

‘(C) be valid for a b-year period beginning
on the date on which the certification is
issued;

‘(D) be no broader than necessary to
achieve the objective of retaining or attract-
ing employees and other personnel to allow
the Commission to carry out the functions of
the Commission in a timely, efficient, and
effective manner; and

‘“(E) include an explanation for why the
other approaches available to the Chairman
for retaining and attracting employees and
other personnel are inadequate.

“(3) RENEWAL.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
before the date of expiration of a certifi-
cation issued under paragraph (1), the Chair-
man shall determine whether the certifi-
cation should be renewed for a subsequent 5-
year period.

‘(B) REQUIREMENT.—If the Chairman deter-
mines that a certification should be renewed
under subparagraph (A), the Chairman may
renew the certification, subject to the cer-
tification requirements under paragraph (2)
that were applicable to the initial certifi-
cation.

‘“(4) NEW HIRES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An employee or other
personnel that is a member of a category of
employees or other personnel that would
have been covered by a certification issued
under paragraph (1), but was hired during a
period in which the certification has expired
and has not been renewed under paragraph
(3) shall not be eligible for compensation at
the level that would have applied to the em-
ployee or other personnel if the certification
had been in effect on the date on which the
employee or other personnel was hired.

‘(B) COMPENSATION OF NEW HIRES ON RE-
NEWAL.—On renewal of a certification under
paragraph (3), the Chairman may fix the
compensation of the employees or other per-
sonnel described in subparagraph (A) at the
level established for the category of employ-
ees or other personnel in the certification.

‘() RETENTION OF LEVEL OF FIXED COM-
PENSATION.—A category of employees or
other personnel, the compensation of which
was fixed by the Chairman in accordance
with paragraph (1), may, at the discretion of
the Chairman, have the level of fixed com-
pensation for the category of employees or
other personnel retained, regardless of
whether a certification described under that
paragraph is in effect with respect to the
compensation of the category of employees
or other personnel.

‘“(6) CONSULTATION REQUIRED.—The Chair-
man shall consult with the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management in imple-
menting this subsection, including in the de-
termination of the amount of compensation
with respect to each category of employees
or other personnel.

“(7) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Chairman may—

‘‘(i) obtain the services of experts and con-
sultants in accordance with section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code;

‘‘(ii) compensate those experts and consult-
ants for each day (including travel time) at
rates not in excess of the rate of pay for level
IV of the Executive Schedule under section
5315 of that title; and

‘“(iii) pay to the experts and consultants
serving away from the homes or regular
places of business of the experts and consult-
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ants travel expenses and per diem in lieu of
subsistence at rates authorized by sections
5702 and 5703 of that title for persons in Gov-
ernment service employed intermittently.

‘(B) LIMITATIONS.—The Chairman shall—

‘(i) to the maximum extent practicable,
limit the use of experts and consultants pur-
suant to subparagraph (A); and

‘‘(i1) ensure that the employment contract
of each expert and consultant employed pur-
suant to subparagraph (A) is subject to re-
newal not less frequently than annually.”.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and every
2 years thereafter for 10 years, the Chairman
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion shall submit to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report
on information relating to hiring, vacancies,
and compensation at the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include—

(A) an analysis of any trends with respect
to hiring, vacancies, and compensation at
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission;
and

(B) a description of the efforts to retain
and attract employees or other personnel re-
sponsible for conducting work of a scientific,
technological, engineering, or mathematical
nature at the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall apply beginning on
the date that is 30 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
1426.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1426, the Timely Review of Infrastruc-
ture Act. This bipartisan bill was in-
troduced by Representatives OLSON and
DoYyLE. I would like to thank both of
them for their hard work on this bill.

H.R. 1426 ensures that the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, or
FERC, has the resources and personnel
it needs to review and analyze energy
infrastructure projects.

H.R. 1426 addresses insufficient com-
pensation of employees and other per-
sonnel by amending the Department of
Energy Organization Act to grant the
FERC Chairman additional authority
to adjust compensation for a category
of employees and other personnel with-
out regard to certain civil service laws.

The Commission must be able to hire
and retain sufficiently experienced em-
ployees so that complex and highly
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technical environmental reviews are
conducted in as rigorous a manner as
possible. Better staffing by the best
and brightest people means better envi-
ronmental outcomes, better energy
outcomes, and better outcomes for con-
sumers.

I appreciate my colleagues’
work on this legislation.

I particularly want to offer my best
wishes to the sponsor of this bill, Rep-
resentative OLSON, who is retiring at
the end of this Congress. I have always
worked with him on a bipartisan basis
and enjoy spending time with him be-
cause he has a real sense of humor.

While we often disagree on policy, he
has always been fair-minded and a man
of his convictions. When he is with us,
it is hard to imagine a better partner.

That is particularly true regarding
the work we have been doing with
Chairman TONKO and many others from
both parties on legislation to phase out
the use of hydrofluorocarbons. He and
his staff have been true leaders in
pushing forward that legislation,
which, if we can get it done, will be a
major win for our manufacturers, our
economy, and our environment.

I thank the gentleman for his service
to our committee and to our country. I
wish you all the best in the next chap-
ter of your life, PETE, absolutely.

I thank my colleagues for their ef-
forts and urge passage of the bill. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1426, the Timely Review of Infrastruc-
ture Act. This legislation was intro-
duced by my colleagues on the Energy
and Commerce Committee, Representa-
tive PETE OLSON and Representative
MIKE DOYLE, to help the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission recruit
and retain highly specialized personnel
in the STEM fields.

This legislation went through regular
order, and it passed by vote voice in
the committee. The Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, otherwise
known as FERC, is an independent
agency. Mr. Speaker, it regulates the
interstate transmission of electricity,
natural gas, and oil.

FERC’s responsibilities also include
reviewing and approving the siting of
large-scale infrastructure projects such
as LNG export terminals, electric
transmission lines, interstate pipe-
lines, and all the associated environ-
mental and safety requirements.

While FERC receives annual appro-
priations from Congress, FERC recov-
ers 100 percent of its appropriations
through the collection of annual
charges and filing fees. This unique
structure, where the industry essen-
tially covers FERC’s costs, has re-
sulted in a lean and efficient agency,
and it helps keep costs down for con-
sumers.

In testimony before the Energy and
Commerce Committee, FERC explained
that it faces a growing challenge to re-
cruit and retain a highly skilled work-
force to keep up with the demands of

hard
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our rapidly growing energy infrastruc-
ture.

FERC has especially had difficulty
hiring engineers throughout the agen-
cy, with many candidates citing com-
pensation rates as, frankly, the main
issue.

H.R. 1426 would improve FERC’s
workforce by granting the Chairman
authority to adjust compensation for a
certain category of STEM workers.
This fix would help FERC carry out its
mission in a timely, efficient, and ef-
fective manner without any additional
cost to our taxpayers.

I want to thank Mr. OLSON and Mr.
DoOYLE for working together in a bipar-
tisan way, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting the legislation. I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers on this side, so
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield to the author of the bill, the gen-
tleman from Texas, I can tell you,
Texas has few stronger advocates, if
any, than Mr. OLSON. And Texas 22, his
congressional district, has had an in-
credibly effective voice in the United
States Congress.

He, like I, will be leaving at the end
of this session, but he has left his mark
on all kinds of positive policy improve-
ments in the Federal Government.

Now, I don’t know about you, Mr.
Speaker, but there probably aren’t
many of us who could cite our friend’s
district by number, but somehow Mr.
OLSON, when you look at him, you
know it is Texas 22, and you know
about the Houston Astros. Now why, I
don’t know. But that is a subject for
another day.

What I do know is, he has been an
able and effective legislator on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee in this
House. He has served his country in
many capacities, including in the mili-
tary. He will be missed in this assem-
bly, but his work will go on. His work
today is noticed, once again, in a bipar-
tisan way.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON), although I do have
another speaker.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman—my ranking member, my in-
spiration, Chairman GREG WALDEN—for
his kind words and the time to speak
about H.R. 1426, the Timely Review of
Infrastructure Act.

’Tis the season of giving. This bipar-
tisan bill gives three gifts to America
and to the world.

The first gift: We ensure that the
American taxpayer gets the maximum
value spent for the taxpayer dollars.

The second gift: This grows Amer-
ica’s economy with high-paying, high-
technology jobs.

And number three: This addresses cli-
mate change by encouraging energy
transportation through the safest,
cleanest medium possible, pipelines
above ships, trains, and trucks.

H.R. 1426 is a commonsense bill. This
is not new. It is modeled after Wall
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Street. When the market was booming
in the 2000s, the private sector poached
staff employees from the SEC. They
threw dollar after dollar after dollar at
these experts and got them to leave the
public sector for the private sector.
That meant that oversight was not the
highest quality it had been before, and
those reviews were longer and longer
and longer.

The same thing is happening right
now in the current explosion of Amer-
ican energy. The agency is called
FERC, as Mr. WALDEN mentioned, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion. The private-sector big guys, the
Big Oil guys, have told me point-blank
that they poach on FERC to get the
best employees they possibly can get.
They wave money at them that FERC
does not have to compete.

When the SEC had their problems in
the 2000s, we allowed them to tempo-
rarily raise the Federal employment
cap to keep these SEC experts on the
job in the SEC.

H.R. 1426 does that same thing, a
proven remedy for FERC: 1 year, high-
er salaries, and then a review.

Every Member in this House, Demo-
crat or Republican, should vote for this
bill because it is not just bipartisan. It
is bipartisan on steroids.

The lead Democrat, my good friend,
MIKE DOYLE, is from Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania. In the NFL, that is Steelers
country. I am from the suburbs of
Houston. That was Houston Oilers
country. Oilers fans have had a clash, a
strong clash, with Steelers fans for
over 40 years. And Pittsburgh fans have
never apologized for a horrific, blown
call that may have cost my Oilers a
chance to go to their first Super Bowl.
That still hurts today.

My point is, if MIKE and I can put
that difference aside and pass this bill,
everyone in this entire body should
come together and pass this bill. We all
should vote for H.R. 1426.

I have to close by speaking about our
leader, my idol, GREG WALDEN. Like
me, GREG is retiring after this year.
Like me, GREG is not dying. He is just
retiring.

Let me give you a few examples of
GREG’s guidance of this committee
when he was the chairman. He empow-
ered every Member—Democrat, Repub-
lican, from any State—to have an
amendment, to have their voices heard
on the committee.

The best example is, I recall a bill
that sunset, sunrise, sunset—our bill to
repeal and replace the Affordable Care
Act. That markup went on for 27 hours
because GREG WALDEN made sure every
Member could have their amendment
with a vote in that committee before it
came to the House floor.

Let me give you another great exam-
ple of GREG WALDEN building a team
that always wins, that is always
united. I am from Texas, a Republican.
When I first got here, we had 25 Mem-
bers. At most times, we were together,
but sometimes we split.

GREG WALDEN has led the entire Or-
egon delegation GOP the whole time I
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have been here, and they have never,
ever, ever had one defection with GREG
WALDEN’s leadership.

I will close with another Houston Oil-
ers’ quote from a great coach, Bum
Phillips.

If Bum came down from Heaven right
now and was talking about GREG WAL-
DEN’s record and career here in the
House throughout our history, he
would say: GREG WALDEN may not be in
a class by himself, but whatever class
you are in, my friend, it doesn’t take
long to call the roll.
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Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume to
thank my dear friend and colleague,
Mr. OLSON, who we all know, it turns
out, is from Texas 22; and his wife,
Nancy. I wish them the very best in
their lives ahead.

Mr. Speaker, since he is talking
about a little history, I want to talk
about a little history, too, before I turn
to my friend from Georgia to speak on
this bill, and that is that something
really, really, really important hap-
pened not too far from my home State
of Oregon.

In Fort Lewis, Washington, on this
date 58 years ago, this gentleman from
Texas 22 arrived on this planet. Today
is his birthday, and I hope the House
will join me in acknowledging Mr.
OLSON’s birthday. He was born in the
great State of Washington, as it turns
out, but he is Texas through and
through. So happy birthday to Mr.
OLSON.

Mr. Speaker, I would turn now to the
only pharmacist in the United States
Congress, which has really been impor-
tant in our legislative efforts on the
Energy and Commerce Committee. He
knows so much about how to take care
of people when they are at the counter,
how to make sure they get what they
need, and what they face when they
come there in terms of costs of medi-
cines and everything else.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER), who is a terrific
member of the committee.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1426, the Timely Review of In-
frastructure Act. Simply put, this is a
commonsense bill to address how em-
ployees are commended for their work
at the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, or FERC.

It is well known that there is a back-
log of work at FERC due to a shortage
of qualified personnel to handle the re-
quirements. When energy developers
need to submit applications for ap-
proval at FERC, they are often delayed
due to a lack of available personnel to
review the project.

The United States has finally
reached a level of energy independence
that we could never have dreamed of
during the OPEC o0il embargo. How-
ever, that development is often subject
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to the timeliness and availability of
approvals at FERC. This bill will en-
sure that the retention and recruiting
of people at FERC will remain highly
competitive, bringing in the people
they need to do the job.

One area of serious concern was the
number of pending LNG applications
waiting at FERC. Thankfully, we have
a bipartisan bill that can turn things
around.

I thank my good friend from Texas
22, PETE OLSON, who is, unfortunately,
leaving this body after years of distin-
guished service. But this is a good way
to reflect on all of his great work. We
will miss my friend from Texas, and I
do wish him well.

Also, I thank my colleagues on the
Energy and Commerce Committee for
their work on this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
believe I have any other speakers on
my side of the aisle on this measure. 1
urge its passage, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that today the
House will consider the Timely Review of In-
frastructure Act introduced by Representative
PETE OLSON of Texas and myself. | would like
to thank Mr. OLSON for his leadership and
partnership on this bill and commend him and
his staff on their tireless efforts to get it across
the finish line.

The United States has always been a global
leader when it comes to energy development
and that is just a true today as it has ever
been. However, in order to maintain and grow
our energy sector, we need to ensure that we
are building the necessary energy infrastruc-
ture to do so. Investing in our domestic infra-
structure is more important than ever as we
look to get through the current health crisis
and rebuild our economy.

Indeed, just as we passed the Water Re-
sources Development Act yesterday, today we
have an opportunity to pass a bill that, while
smaller in scale, will help hasten the buildout
of critical energy infrastructure such as hydro-
electric dams, pipelines, transmission equip-
ment, and energy terminals. This will not only
help the economy recover but will ensure that
we have a secure and strong domestic energy
system.

Unfortunately, too many energy infrastruc-
ture projects are delayed or do not have as
vigorous a review as you would expect. And
that is due to the fact that the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, which is responsible
for reviewing proposed projects cannot hire or
retain enough qualified engineers for the sim-
ple reason that salaries in the private sector
are too high for FERC to compete with given
its current pay scale limits. This lack of engi-
neers not only doesn’t allow FERC to fully and
robustly do its work, but it is a barrier to com-
munities benefiting from the good paying jobs
the construction of these projects provides.
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If we want FERC to ensure that the projects
that come up for review, now and in the fu-
ture, are stringently but quickly reviewed, then
we must make the pay for the engineers who
review the applications more competitive. That
is exactly what the Timely Review of Infra-
structure Act would do, by allowing FERC to
offer higher salaries for these high demand
engineering positions, ensuring that critical in-
frastructure projects can get the review and
approval they need to move forward.

The bill has bipartisan and bicameral sup-
port and FERC Chairman Chatterjee has stat-
ed his support for this legislation saying that it
would enhance the Commission’s ability to re-
cruit and compensate the skilled staff needed
to lessen the backlog of projects awaiting re-
view and to review future projects in a more
timely manner.

Our bill would not only help get rid of the
backlog of projects currently awaiting review,
but would allow FERC to have the proper staff
in place as we build out a sustainable energy
system. | view it as an important piece of get-
ting our economy back on track and ensuring
that America remains the leader in energy pro-
duction and innovation that it has been.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1426.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CEILING FAN IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2020

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5758) to amend the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to make tech-
nical corrections to the energy con-
servation standard for ceiling fans, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5758

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ceiling Fan
Improvement Act of 2020°.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO THE CEILING FAN EN-
ERGY CONSERVATION STANDARD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 325(ff)(6) of the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act (42
U.S.C. 6295(ff)(6)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(C)(1) Large-diameter ceiling fans manu-
factured on or after January 21, 2020, shall—

‘(I not be required to meet minimum ceil-
ing fan efficiency in terms of ratio of the
total airflow to the total power consumption
as described in the final rule titled ‘Energy
Conservation Program: Energy Conservation
Standards for Ceiling Fans’ (82 Fed. Reg. 6826
(January 19, 2017)); and

‘(IT) have a CFEI greater than or equal
to—

‘‘(aa) 1.00 at high speed; and

‘“(bb) 1.31 at 40 percent speed or the nearest
speed that is not less than 40 percent speed.

‘“(i1) For purposes of this subparagraph, the
term ‘CFEI’ means the Fan Energy Index for
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large-diameter ceiling fans, calculated in ac-
cordance with ANSIVAMCA Standard 208-18
titled ‘Calculation of the Fan Energy Index’,
with the following modifications:

“(I) Using an Airflow Constant (Qo) of
26,500 cubic feet per minute.

“(IT) Using a Pressure Constant (Po) of
0.0027 inches water gauge.

‘“(III) Using a Fan Efficiency Constant (no)
of 42 percent.”’.

(b) REVISION.—For purposes of section
325(m) of the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 6295(m)), the standard es-
tablished in section 325(ff)(6)(C) of such Act
(as added by subsection (a) of this section)
shall be treated as if such standard was
issued on January 19, 2017.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5758.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5758, the Ceiling Fan Improvement Act
of 2020. This bipartisan bill was intro-
duced by Representative GUTHRIE of
Kentucky and Representative SCHA-
KOWSKY of Illinois, both senior mem-
bers of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

H.R. 5758 amends the Energy Policy
and Conservation Act to provide a
technical fix for large-diameter ceiling
fan efficiency standards. The legisla-
tion adjusts compliance requirements
related to total airflow and power con-
sumptions for these fans. This tech-
nical fix provides the highest-airflow
fans a path to compliance, while still
requiring improvements to products
that underperform. This is a common-
sense change that will improve effi-
ciency of large-diameter ceiling fans
and ensure that all products will be-
come efficient over time.

Mr. Speaker, energy efficiency is a
critical tool in our efforts to address
climate change, while also saving con-
sumers money on their electric bills.
Residential and commercial buildings
contribute nearly 40 percent to our Na-
tion’s carbon pollution, and energy ef-
ficiency measures can reduce U.S. en-
ergy use and greenhouse gas emissions
by 50 percent by 2050.

It is crucial that we support energy
efficiency efforts across different sec-
tors. I commend my colleagues for
their bipartisan work on this impor-
tant bill. Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, in par-
ticular, who chairs our subcommittee
that deals with consumer protection is
always looking to not only improve ef-
ficiency, but also consumer protec-
tions.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5758, the Ceiling Fan Improvement Act.
This legislation was introduced by my
colleagues on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, Representatives
GUTHRIE and SCHAKOWSKY, to make
technical corrections to the Depart-
ment of Energy’s energy conservation
standard for large-diameter ceiling
fans. This legislation did go through
regular order and it did pass the full
committee on a voice vote.

H.R. 5758 would amend the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act to adjust
compliance requirements, and that will
resolve a discrepancy in the regula-
tions that may have the unintended
consequence of allowing some large-di-
ameter fans with low airflows to meet
the minimum standards. The Depart-
ment of Energy confirmed the need for
a statutory revision and submitted
technical assistance to aid in the draft-
ing of this legislation, which we are ap-
preciative of.

This is a good bipartisan bill, like the
others before it today, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY), who chairs our Subcommittee
on Digital Commerce and Consumer
Protection.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
also thank Representative GUTHRIE,
who cosponsored this legislation with
me, and also Chairman PALLONE and
Chairman BOBBY RUSH for their help in
moving this bill forward.

This is a bipartisan bill that provides
an important fix to an energy con-
servation rule for ceiling fans that the
Department of Energy finalized in Jan-
uary 2017.

However, minor technical changes to
the rule were needed in order to pre-
vent a major unintended consequence.
Without this bill, some of the most en-
ergy-efficient, large-diameter ceiling
fans would have to be taken off the
market in the United States. So we
fixed that.

The bill will also provide consistent
labeling requirements for residential
ceiling fans and simplify the ENERGY
STAR program. Both of these changes
will make it easier for Americans to
choose the right products for their
homes. Representative GUTHRIE and I
worked together with ceiling fan man-
ufacturers, the energy efficiency com-
munity, and other stakeholders to clar-
ify the standard. The Department of
Energy was consulted throughout the
drafting process.

What pleases me really the most
about this legislation is that it high-
lights how we need legislation, big and
small, to tackle the climate crisis.

This bill also highlights how we can
work together across the aisle to enact
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commonsense policies that directly im-
pact energy usage in homes and save
American families money on their en-
ergy bill at the same time.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to con-
tinuing to work together with my Re-
publican colleagues in the next Con-
gress.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great privilege now to recognize the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTH-
RIE), who is the top Republican on the
Oversight and Investigations Sub-
committee and has really done incred-
ible work as we put together our pack-
age on Operation Warp Speed and the
second wave issues involving COVID,
which I recommend to my colleagues
to take a look at. He is also a great
legislator in working out bipartisan
issues like this.

Mr. Speaker, I yield as much time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE).

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support today of my bill (H.R. 5758), the
Ceiling Fan Improvement Act.

In January 2017, the Department of
Energy finalized energy conservation
standards for ceiling fans that, unfor-
tunately, did not account for the dif-
ferent airflow dynamics of large ceiling
fans.

Under the current regulations, some
of the most efficient large-diameter
fans would have to be taken off the
market in the U.S.

The Ceiling Fan Improvement Act is
a bipartisan, commonsense bill that
will ensure large-diameter fans are
properly regulated. Technical innova-
tion and new products will be key to
improving energy efficiency and pro-
tecting our environment for genera-
tions to come, and the Ceiling Fan Im-
provement Act seeks to ensure that
high-performing, large-diameter ceil-
ing fans can remain on the market and
help achieve real energy savings.

I thank Congresswoman Jan Scha-
kowsky for working with me on this
bill. I appreciate all the efforts she
made to work with me and work to-
gether. I encourage my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, while on the floor, I
want to make some comments about
some of our colleagues who are leaving.

Mr. Speaker, first, we are hallway
roommates in the Rayburn Office
Building. I will miss seeing you. Con-
gratulations on where you are going.
You are retiring. It has been a pleas-
ure. Your staff is fantastic. Every time
I walk by and pop my head in and say
hello to them, they are always very
gracious. So we are going to miss you
guys.

Elected with me in 2008—PETE OLSON
was just recognized on the floor; fare-
well to him—when we first got elected
to Congress, we were together in a new
Member orientation. We were chatting
with each other, and I think he said
that he was born in Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington. We know he is Texas through
and through, but he also had a sojourn
in Alabama. We were talking, and I
said: I was born in Alabama.
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And he said: Well, I used to live in
Alabama.

I said: I was born in Florence, Ala-
bama.

Some of you may know Muscle
Shoals is where some of the world’s
greatest music is from. That is where 1
was from.

He said: Well, I lived in Florence for
a year.

I said: I lived in the Forest Hills
neighborhood.

He said: I lived in the Forest Hills
neighborhood. Did you ever know a Mr.
McCugh?

I said: He was the kind of dad who
was involved in everybody’s lives. Yes,
he was my Little League coach.

He said: He was my Little League
coach.

I looked at him, and I said: You are
little PETEY OLSON?

So PETE OLSON and I come together
to Congress in 2008 and found out we
knew each other when we were kids.
His dad worked for Champion, a big
paper mill that went on to Houston.

I would also like to say that the
Houston Oilers now play 1 hour from
my home in Nashville. So we are proud
to have them. I hope he still cheers for
them in Nashville.

But what was interesting is we just
said he is a year older, and I have never
said this on the floor, but I would like
to say this now: He is a year older than
I, as his birthday is today. We had the
same second grade teacher.

He said: Did you have Mrs. LeCates?

I said: I had Mrs. LeCates.

The story about Mrs. LeCates is that
from the time summer was out that
PETE OLSON left and before school com-
menced that I went into second grade
with Mrs. LeCates, something momen-
tous that summer happened in her life.
Her son, Second Lieutenant Robert
LeCates, was killed in Vietnam. It is
really the only name I personally know
on the wall when I go. You have heard
of people and you have different names
you know and you hear stories about,
but he is the only person I had a per-
sonal connection to. So every time I go
to the wall, I have told him that. I
said: Every time I go to the wall, I look
at Robert LeCates, and I look at his
name.

It reminds me to this day that there
are people who sacrifice their lives for
us to be here and for us to do what we
are doing, and we need to conduct our-
selves worthy of people who gave the
ultimate sacrifice for that. So that was
our story.

But I just want to close with talking
about our former chairman and rank-
ing member, GREG WALDEN, and wish
him well in his retirement. He is out-
standing to work with, just out-
standing to work with. No matter what
the subcommittee, he knew the policy,
he knew what was going on, and he had
his handle on it. But he also let us go
out and do our work and then bring
issues to him and move forward with
him as well, particularly on the SUP-
PORT Act. That is the opioid epidemic
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bill, trying to address that. It has been
a plague on my State like it has been
on so many others.

He really gave people freedom to
bring the best ideas and put all the
best ideas together with both sides. He
could always compromise without com-
promising his values and his principles.
He said: If there is a way for both sides
to win, let’s find a way for both sides to
win.

Mr. Speaker, I know the gentleman
has yielded me as much time as I may
consume. If I consumed everything to
say what is good about you and the
value you are to this institution, I
would be here all afternoon because
you have really made an impact on this
institution. You have made an impact
upon our conference.

I think people on both sides of the
aisle have said your service here has
made a difference, not for Congress,
but through your service in Congress
and for the country, and I thank you
for that. We are going to miss you, and
I wish you Godspeed as you move for-
ward.

[ 1400

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no additional speakers on this side, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself a minute or so here to thank
my friend, the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) who, as you all
know, is a terrific legislator, a bright
mind. And he, too, has served his coun-
try with distinction in uniform and
here in the Congress, and he will have
a great future going forward in this in-
stitution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5758, the Ceiling Fan Improve-
ment Act. This legislation will update
the energy efficiency standards for
ceiling fans manufactured after Janu-
ary 21 of this year.

We are here today because the exist-
ing energy and efficiency standards for
ceiling fans was insufficient to meet
the characteristics of ceiling fans being
manufactured.

Specifically, the energy conservation
standards finalized in January 2017
didn’t properly account for the dif-
ferent types of air flow of large ceiling
fans. Therefore, the result of not
changing this law could be the removal
of large ceiling fans from the market
because they won’t be in compliance.

This issue is a great example of how
now nuanced and challenging some of
these issues and topics can be here in
Congress. Thanks to the leadership of
my good friend, Congressman GUTHRIE,
and that of Chairwoman SCHAKOWSKY,
we are now one step closer to getting
this fix across the finish line.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
on the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce for their work on this legislation
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and for the bipartisan efforts to get it
here, and I urge all of my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
other speakers on my side of the aisle.
It is good legislation, bipartisan. It
should become law. I urge its passage,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would
urge support for this legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5758.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution
965, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question are
postponed.

———

MEDICAL MARIJUANA RESEARCH
ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3797) to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to make marijuana ac-
cessible for use by qualified marijuana
researchers for medical purposes, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3797

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Marijuana Research Act’.

SEC. 2. FACILITATING MARIJUANA RESEARCH.

(a) PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY.—The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services—

(1) until the date on which the Secretary
determines that manufacturers and distribu-
tors (other than the Federal Government)
can ensure a sufficient supply of marijuana
(as defined in section 102 of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802), as amended
by section 8) intended for research by quali-
fied marijuana researchers registered pursu-
ant to paragraph (3) of section 303(f) of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 823(f)),
as added by section 3, shall—

(A) continue, through grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreements, to produce mari-
juana through the National Institute on
Drug Abuse Drug Supply Program;

(B) not later than one year after the date
of enactment of this Act, act jointly with
the Attorney General of the United States to
establish and implement a specialized proc-
ess for manufacturers and distributors, not-
withstanding the registration requirements
of section 303 of such Act (21 U.S.C. 823), to
supply qualified marijuana researchers with
marijuana products—

(i) available through State-authorized
marijuana programs; and

(ii) consistent with the guidance issued
under subsection (c); and

‘“‘Medical
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(C) not later than 60 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, jointly convene with
the Attorney General a meeting to initiate
the development of the specialized process
described in subparagraph (B); and

(2) beyond the date specified in paragraph
(1), may, at the Secretary’s discretion, con-
tinue—

(A) through grants, contracts, or coopera-
tive agreements, to so produce marijuana;
and

(B) to implement such specialized process.

(b) REQUIREMENT TO VERIFY REGISTRA-
TION.—Before supplying marijuana to any
person through the National Institute on
Drug Abuse Drug Supply Program or
through implementation of the specialized
process established under subsection
(a)(1)(B), the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall—

(1) require the person to submit docu-
mentation demonstrating that the person is
a qualified marijuana researcher seeking to
conduct research pursuant to section 303(f)(3)
of the Controlled Substances Act, as added
by subsection (d) of this section, or a manu-
facturer duly registered under section 303(1)
of the Controlled Substances Act, as added
by section 3 of this Act; and

(2) not later than 60 days after receipt of
such documentation, review such docu-
mentation and verify that the marijuana
will be used for such research (and for no
other purpose authorized pursuant to this
Act or the amendments made by this Act).

(¢) GUIDANCE ON USE OF STATE-AUTHORIZED
MARIJUANA PROGRAMS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services shall issue guidance related to
marijuana from State-authorized marijuana
programs for research.

(d) RESEARCH.—Section 303(f) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 823(f)) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(5) as subparagraphs (A) through (E), respec-
tively;

(2) by striking ‘‘(f) The Attorney General”
and inserting ‘““(f)(1) The Attorney General’’;

(3) by striking ‘“‘Registration applications’
and inserting the following:

‘(2) Registration applications’’;

(4) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
striking ‘‘schedule I’ each place that term
appears and inserting ‘‘schedule I, except
marijuana,’’;

(5) by striking ‘‘Article 77 and inserting
the following:

‘“(4) Article 7’; and

(6) by inserting before paragraph (4), as so
designated, the following:

““(3)(A) The Attorney General shall register
the applicant to conduct research with mari-
juana if—

‘(i) the applicant is authorized to dispense,
or conduct research with respect to, con-
trolled substances in schedule I, IT, III, IV, or
v

‘‘(ii) the applicant is compliant with, and
authorized to conduct the activities de-
scribed in clause (i) under, the laws of the
State in which the applicant practices; and

‘‘(iii) in the case of an applicant pursuing
clinical research, the applicant’s clinical re-
search protocol has been reviewed and au-
thorized to proceed by the Secretary under
section 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act.

‘“(B) An applicant registered under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be referred to in this sec-
tion as a ‘qualified marijuana researcher’.

“(C)() Not later than 60 days after the date
on which the Attorney General receives a
complete application for registration under
this paragraph, the Attorney General shall
approve or deny the application.
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‘(i) For purposes of clause (i), an applica-
tion shall be deemed complete when the ap-
plicant has submitted documentation show-
ing that the requirements under subpara-
graph (A) are satisfied.

‘“(iii) In the case of a denial under clause
(i), the Attorney General shall provide a
written explanation of the basis for the de-
nial.

‘(D) The Attorney General shall grant an
application for registration under this para-
graph unless the Attorney General deter-
mines that the issuance of the registration
would be inconsistent with the public inter-
est. In determining the public interest, the
following factors shall be considered:

‘(i) The applicant’s experience in dis-
pensing, or conducting research with respect
to, controlled substances.

‘“(ii) The applicant’s conviction record
under Federal or State laws relating to the
manufacture, distribution, or dispensing of
controlled substances.

‘‘(iii) Compliance with applicable State or
local laws relating to controlled substance
misuse or diversion.

‘“(iv) Such other conduct which may
threaten the public health and safety.

“(BE)(i) A qualified marijuana researcher
shall store marijuana to be used in research
in a securely locked, substantially con-
structed cabinet.

‘‘(ii) Except as provided in clause (i), any
security measures required by the Attorney
General for applicants conducting research
with marijuana pursuant to a registration
under this paragraph shall be consistent
with the security measures for applicants
conducting research on other controlled sub-
stances in schedule II that have a similar
risk of diversion and abuse.

“(F)(d) If the Attorney General grants an
application for registration under this para-
graph, the applicant may amend or supple-
ment the research protocol and proceed with
the research under such amended or supple-
mented protocol, without additional review
or approval by the Attorney General or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services if
the applicant does not change the type of
marijuana, the source of the marijuana, or
the conditions under which the marijuana is
stored, tracked, or administered.

‘‘(ii) If an applicant amends or supplements
the research protocol or initiates research on
a new research protocol under clause (i), the
applicant shall, in order to renew the reg-
istration under this paragraph, provide no-
tice to the Attorney General of the amended
or supplemented research protocol or any
new research protocol in the applicant’s re-
newal materials.

‘“(iii)(I) If an applicant amends or supple-
ments a research protocol and the amend-
ment or supplement involves a change to the
type of marijuana, the source of the mari-
juana, or conditions under which the mari-
juana is stored, tracked, or administered, the
applicant shall provide notice to the Attor-
ney General not later than 30 days before
proceeding on such amended or supplemental
research or new research protocol, as the
case may be.

““(I1) If the Attorney General does not ob-
ject during the 30-day period following a no-
tification under subclause (I), the applicant
may proceed with the amended or supple-
mental research or new research protocol.

‘“(iv) The Attorney General may object to
an amended or supplemental protocol or a
new research protocol under clause (i) or (iii)
only if additional security measures are
needed to safeguard against diversion or
abuse.

“(G) If marijuana is listed on a schedule
other than schedule I, the provisions of para-
graphs (1), (2), and (4) that apply to research
with a controlled substance in the applicable
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schedule shall apply to research with mari-
juana or that compound, as applicable, in
lieu of the provisions of subparagraphs (A)
through (F) of this paragraph.

‘(H) Nothing in this paragraph shall be
construed as limiting the authority of the
Secretary under section 505(i) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act or over re-
quirements related to research protocols, in-
cluding changes in—

‘(i) the method of administration of mari-
juana;

‘‘(ii) the dosing of marijuana; and

‘“(iii) the number of individuals or patients
involved in research.”.

SEC. 3. MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF
MARIJUANA FOR USE IN LEGITI-
MATE RESEARCH.

Section 303 of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 823), as amended by section 2,
is further amended by adding at the end the
following:

“(1) REGISTRATION OF PERSONS TO MANU-
FACTURE AND DISTRIBUTE MARIJUANA FOR USE
IN LEGITIMATE RESEARCH.—

(1) REGISTRATION OF MANUFACTURERS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later
than the day that is 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Medical Marijuana Re-
search Act, the Attorney General, pursuant
to subsection (f)(3) and subject to subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph, shall register an
applicant to manufacture marijuana (includ-
ing any derivative, extract, preparation, and
compound thereof) that is intended for—

‘(i) the ultimate and exclusive use by
qualified marijuana researchers for research
pursuant to subsection (f)(3); or

‘‘(i1) subsequent downstream manufacture
by a duly registered manufacturer for the ul-
timate and exclusive use by qualified mari-
juana researchers for research pursuant to
subsection (f)(3).

‘(B) PUBLIC INTEREST.—The Attorney Gen-
eral shall register an applicant under sub-
paragraph (A) unless the Attorney General
determines that the issuance of such reg-
istration is inconsistent with the public in-
terest. In determining the public interest,
the Attorney General shall take into consid-
eration—

‘(i) maintenance of effective controls
against diversion of marijuana and any con-
trolled substance compounded therefrom
into other than legitimate medical, sci-
entific, or research channels;

‘“(i1) compliance with applicable State and
local laws relating to controlled substance
misuse and diversion;

‘‘(iii) prior conviction record of the appli-
cant under Federal or State laws relating to
the manufacture, distribution, or dispensing
of such substances; and

‘“(iv) such other conduct which may
threaten the public health and safety.

¢“(2) REGISTRATION OF DISTRIBUTORS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later
than the day that is 1 year after the date of
enactment of the Medical Marijuana Re-
search Act, the Attorney General shall reg-
ister an applicant to distribute marijuana
(including any derivative, extract, prepara-
tion, and compound thereof) that is intended
for the ultimate and exclusive use by quali-
fied marijuana researchers for research pur-
suant to subsection (f)(3) or intended for sub-
sequent downstream manufacture by a duly
registered manufacturer for use by qualified
marijuana researchers for research pursuant
to such subsection, unless the Attorney Gen-
eral determines that the issuance of such
registration is inconsistent with the public
interest.

‘“(B) PUBLIC INTEREST.—In determining the
public interest under subparagraph (A), the
Attorney General shall take into consider-
ation—
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‘(i) the factors specified in clauses (i), (ii),
(iii), and (iv) of paragraph (1)(B); and

““(ii) past experience in the distribution of
controlled substances, and the existence of
effective controls against diversion.

¢(3) NO LIMIT ON NUMBER OF MANUFACTUR-
ERS AND DISTRIBUTORS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Attorney
General shall not impose or implement any
limit on the number of persons eligible to be
registered to manufacture or distribute
marijuana pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2).

‘(4) REQUIREMENT TO VERIFY USE FOR LE-
GITIMATE RESEARCH.—As a condition of reg-
istration under this section to manufacture
or distribute marijuana, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall require the registrant—

‘““(A) to require any person to whom the
marijuana will be supplied to submit docu-
mentation demonstrating that the mari-
juana (including any derivative, extract,
preparation, and compound thereof) will be
ultimately used exclusively by qualified
marijuana researchers for research pursuant
to subsection (f)(3) or for subsequent down-
stream manufacture by a duly registered
manufacturer for use by qualified marijuana
researchers for research pursuant to such
subsection;

‘(B) in the case of distribution, to com-
plete, with respect to that distribution, the
appropriate order form in accordance with
section 308 and to upload such forms to the
system used by the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration for such distribution;

‘(C) to include in the labeling of any mari-
juana so manufactured or distributed—

‘(i) the following statement: ‘This mate-
rial is for biomedical and scientific research
purposes only.’; and

‘‘(ii) the name of the requestor of the mari-
juana;

‘(D) to limit the transfer and sale of any
marijuana under this subsection—

‘(i) to researchers who are registered
under this Act to conduct research with
marijuana or to manufacturers duly reg-
istered under this subsection; and

‘‘(ii) for purposes of use in preclinical re-
search or in a clinical investigation pursuant
to an investigational new drug exemption
under 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act or for the purposes of further
manufacturing of marijuana; and

‘“(BE) to transfer or sell any marijuana man-
ufactured under this subsection only with
prior, written consent for the transfer or sale
by the Attorney General.

“(5) TiMING.—Not later than 60 days after
receipt of a request for registration under
this subsection to manufacture or distribute
marijuana, the Attorney General shall—

‘“(A) grant or deny the request; and

‘(B) in the case of a denial, provide a writ-
ten explanation of the basis for the denial.

‘(6) DEEMED APPROVAL.—If the Attorney
General fails to grant or deny a request for
registration under this subsection to manu-
facture or distribute marijuana within the
60-day period referred to in paragraph (5),
such request is deemed approved.”.

SEC. 4. TERMINATION OF INTERDISCIPLINARY
REVIEW PROCESS FOR NON-NIH-
FUNDED QUALIFIED MARIJUANA RE-
SEARCHERS.

The Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices may not—

(1) reinstate the Public Health Service
interdisciplinary review process described in
the guidance entitled ‘‘Guidance on Proce-
dures for the Provision of Marijuana for
Medical Research’ (issued on May 21, 1999);
or

(2) create an additional review of scientific
protocols that is only conducted for research
on marijuana other than the review of re-
search protocols performed at the request of
a qualified marijuana researcher conducting
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nonhuman research that is not federally

funded, in accordance with section

303(f)(3)(A) of the Controlled Substances Act,

as added by section 2 of this Act.

SEC. 5. CONSIDERATION OF RESULTS OF RE-
SEARCH.

Immediately upon the approval by the
Food and Drug Administration of an applica-
tion for a drug that contains marijuana (as
defined in section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802), as amended by
section 8 of this Act) under section 505 of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 355), and (irrespective of whether any
such approval is granted) not later than the
date that is 5 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall—

(1) conduct a review of existing medical
and other research with respect to mari-
juana;

(2) submit a report to the Congress on the
results of such review; and

(3) include in such report whether, taking
into consideration the factors listed in sec-
tion 201(c) of the Controlled Substances Act
(21 U.S.C. 811(c)), as well as any potential for
medical benefits, any gaps in research, and
any impacts of Federal restrictions and pol-
icy on research, marijuana should be trans-
ferred to a schedule other than schedule I (if
marijuana has not been so transferred al-
ready).

SEC. 6. PRODUCTION QUOTAS FOR MARIJUANA
GROWN FOR LEGITIMATE, SCI-
ENTIFIC RESEARCH.

Section 306 of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 826) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(j) The Attorney General may only estab-
lish a quota for production of marijuana that
is manufactured and distributed in accord-
ance with the Medical Marijuana Research
Act that meets the changing medical, sci-
entific, and industrial needs for marijuana.’.
SEC. 7. ARTICLE 28 OF THE SINGLE CONVENTION

ON NARCOTIC DRUGS.

Article 28 of the Single Convention on Nar-
cotic Drugs shall not be construed to pro-
hibit, or impose additional restrictions upon,
research involving marijuana, or the manu-
facture, distribution, or dispensing of mari-
juana, that is conducted in accordance with
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801
et seq.), this Act, and the amendments made
by this Act.

SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS.

(a) QUALIFIED MARIJUANA RESEARCHER.—In
this Act, the term ‘‘qualified marijuana re-
searcher’ has the meaning given the term in
section 303(f)(3) of the Controlled Substances
Act, as added by section 2(d) of this Act.

(b) UPDATING TERM.—Section 102(16) of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802(16))
is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘the
term ‘marihuana’ means’ and inserting ‘‘the
terms ‘marihuana’ and ‘marijuana’ mean’’;
and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘The
term ‘marihuana’ does not’ and inserting
“The terms ‘marihuana’ and ‘marijuana’ do
not”.

SEC. 9. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from

OF BUDGETARY EF-
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New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3797.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3797, the Medical Marijuana Re-
search Act. In recent years, including
in this most recent election cycle,
many States have taken action to
allow cannabis use. While States are
moving ahead with this action, there is
a significant need for more research
about the use of cannabis products in
these States and the safety of products
on the shelves.

According to the National Conference
of State Legislators, 36 States, as well
as Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin
Islands, and the District of Columbia
have approved medical cannabis pro-
grams, while 15 States, the District of
Columbia, Guam, and the Northern
Mariana Islands have approved adult-
use cannabis. This is a major shift in
cannabis policy, and the United States
is not the only one making these
changes.

Just last week, in a vote by the
United Nations Commission on Nar-
cotic Drugs, the body acknowledged
the medicinal and therapeutic poten-
tial of cannabis and removed it from
the most restrictive classification cat-
egory. While still voicing a need for
control, the United States voted in
favor of this move, stating that the le-
gitimate medical use of cannabis has
been established through scientific re-
search.

Unfortunately, American researchers
seeking to study the products widely
available and used by consumers in
these States and territories face re-
strictions and numerous hurdles cre-
ated by U.S. Federal policy. It is time
we break through this catch-22. This
bipartisan bill begins to address this
issue by reducing barriers to cannabis
research.

In January, the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce heard from Federal
officials about the difficulty research-
ers face when it comes to conducting
research with cannabis. As an example,
for years, there has been only one
source of marijuana made available by
the University of Mississippi that can
be used in the U.S. for research pur-
poses. Another difficulty is that the
current Federal registration require-
ments can be time-consuming and add
unique and additional responsibilities
than what is required for other types of
medical research.

The Council on Governmental Rela-
tions, an association of research uni-
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versities and other entities, says that
this more cumbersome process often
requires 6 to 12 months to complete.

In testimony before our committee
on this bill, Dr. Nora Volkow, who is
the director of the National Institute
on Drug Abuse, underscored this point.
She testified that barriers in the cur-
rent process ‘‘present challenges to ad-
vancing cannabis research.” As a re-
sult, she said, we have a gap in our un-
derstanding of cannabis products on
health.

Mr. Speaker, now this bill, H.R. 3797,
addresses some of these barriers by
streamlining the registration process
for those who want to advance can-
nabis research. The bill does this while
still maintaining appropriate oversight
from both the Department of Health
and Human Services and the Drug En-
forcement Administration.

This bill also requires HHS and DEA
to act within specified time periods to
ensure timely registration for re-
searchers, and it encourages additional
manufacturers and distributors to sup-
ply cannabis for purposes of research.
This will diversify the range of prod-
ucts and make it easier for legitimate
researchers to obtain products that
better reflect the changing cannabis
landscape.

Mr. Speaker, finally, the bill would
also promote research on cannabis
products available through State-au-
thorized programs. This additional re-
search is critical if we are to better un-
derstand the benefits and risks of can-
nabis products available in State mar-
kets today and most frequently used by
consumers.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the lead spon-
sors of this bipartisan legislation, Rep-
resentatives = BLUMENAUER, HARRIS,
LOFGREN, GRIFFITH, BISHOP, and DIN-
GELL, and their staffs, for their tireless
work. I also thank the committee staff
for their hard work, as well as the staff
for both HHS and DEA for their tech-
nical assistance.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. I hope the
Senate will act on it swiftly, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2020.
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: This is to advise
you that the Committee on the Judiciary
has now had an opportunity to review the
provisions in H.R. 3797, the ‘‘Medical Mari-
juana Research Act of 2019,” that fall within
our Rule X jurisdiction. I appreciate your
consulting with us on those provisions. The
Judiciary Committee has no objection to
your including them in the bill for consider-
ation on the House floor, and to expedite
that consideration is willing to forgo action
on H.R. 3797, with the understanding that we
do not thereby waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over those provisions or their
subject matters.

In the event a House-Senate conference on
this or similar legislation is convened, the
Judiciary Committee reserves the right to
request an appropriate number of conferees
to address any concerns with these or simi-
lar provisions that may arise in conference.
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Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees.

Sincerely,
JERROLD NADLER,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2020.
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr.,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: This is to advise
you that the Committee on the Judiciary
has now had an opportunity to review the
provisions in H.R. 3797, the ‘‘Medical Mari-
juana Research Act of 2019, that fall within
our Rule X jurisdiction. I appreciate your
consulting with us on those provisions. The
Judiciary Committee has no objection to
your including them in the bill for consider-
ation on the House floor, and to expedite
that consideration is willing to forgo action
on H.R. 3797, with the understanding that we
do not thereby waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim over those provisions or their
subject matters.

In the event a House-Senate conference on
this or similar legislation is convened, the
Judiciary Committee reserves the right to
request an appropriate number of conferees
to address any concerns with these or simi-
lar provisions that may arise in conference.

Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperative spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees.

Sincerely,
JERROLD NADLER,
Chairman.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express
my support of H.R. 3797, the Medical
Marijuana Research Act introduced by
my colleague and friend from Oregon,
Representative BLUMENAUER, my friend
from Maryland, Representative ANDY
HARRIS, among others.

I am sort of surprised we aren’t tak-
ing this up at 4:20 in the afternoon
rather than 2:10, but we will let history
deal with that.

Mr. Speaker, Federally sanctioned
research on marijuana is incredibly
challenging. It is a schedule I con-
trolled substance under the Controlled
Substances Act, meaning that re-
searchers seeking to investigate a drug
have to work with the Department of
Health and Human Services and the
Drug Enforcement Administration to
meet certain Federal requirements in
order to conduct that research.

In addition, international obligations
outlined in the United Nations drug
control treaties impose requirements
that impact the supply of research-
grade cannabis. Currently, those con-
ducting federally-sanctioned research
can only study marijuana that is
sourced through the National Institute
on Drug Abuse’s single DEA licensee:
the University of Mississippi.

Unfortunately, that marijuana is
chemically distinct from what is com-
mercially available from State-legal
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dispensaries, such as in my home State
of Oregon.

What does that mean?

Well, it means that we have little to
no data on the actual health impacts of
products in States that have legalized
cannabis for medical or recreational
use.

States that have pursued marijuana
legalization have largely done so in an
information vacuum, with less under-
standing of what it does than virtually
any nutritional supplement currently
on the market, and with far less infor-
mation than they have on legal sub-
stances that are easily abused, such as
alcohol or tobacco. We don’t even know
at what point it is unsafe for mari-
juana users to drive. The THC levels
that States have set for driving legal
limits or for purposes of food consump-
tion are simply arbitrary.

Mr. Speaker, in Oregon, for example,
cookies infused with THC are limited
to 5 milligrams of THC per serving, or
50 milligrams per package. Now, you go
across the Columbia River to the great
State of Washington, and their limit is
10 milligrams or 100 milligrams. So
there is little to no scientific evidence
to support either of these levels. We
simply don’t know.

Mr. Speaker, here is what we do
know: There have been increases in
cannabis-related poison control center
calls, emergency room visits, and im-
paired driving incidents. Nationwide
exposure in youth is increasing, with
record numbers of 8th through 12th
graders regularly vaping marijuana
products.

So we need research that reflects the
reality of what is on the market. Prod-
ucts containing CBD derived from the
hemp plant have become commonplace
across the country in pharmacies and
health food stores, and even in fast
food chains since hemp was removed
from the CSA in the 2018 farm bill.

Now, these products often contain
claims that they can effectively treat
everything from depression and inflam-
mation to cancer or Alzheimer’s. How-
ever, none of these claims have been
evaluated or approved by the FDA,
meaning patients may be relying on
the unsubstantiated claims of CBD
products and foregoing other proven
medical treatments.

Mr. Speaker, like cannabis, while
there is potential for CBD to provide
patient benefits, the research and
science lag far behind the market and
the agencies are simply struggling to
catch up. Last week, the majority
forced this Chamber to vote on the
MORE Act, which completely removed
marijuana from the list of scheduled
substances under the Controlled Sub-
stances Act—among many other things
in that bill—and they didn’t have the
data to justify this policy decision.

Not only was this legislation incred-
ibly premature, it could also poten-
tially put the U.S. in violation of inter-
national treaty obligations. Any dis-
cussion of de-scheduling must be pre-
ceded by a fuller understanding of the
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potential risks associated with can-
nabis use, which we currently do not
have. And the current research restric-
tions on fully studying cannabis have
effectively created a catch-22 in the re-
scheduling debate.

So evaluations by the FDA and the
National Academies have both con-
cluded that the lack of research is a
significant factor in denying previous
administrative rescheduling petitions.
More research, better data, remain the
critical first steps to any future policy
discussions. Making it easier to re-
search cannabis is common ground
that I think we can all agree upon and
pursue together.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
and especially Representatives HARRIS
and BLUMENAUER, for working tire-
lessly to bring us this bipartisan, com-
monsense legislation. This bill will
help improve the marijuana research
landscape and give consumers the in-
formation they need.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on
this measure, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman from Oregon.
He has really been out front in edu-
cating me, in particular, and so many
of us, on the cannabis issue. I think
without him, we would not see many
States like my own leaning towards le-
galization.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. BLU-
MENAUER), the prime sponsor of the
bill.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the gentleman’s kind com-
ments and cooperation. Working with
the ranking member, working with Dr.
HARRIS, we made real progress here.

Mr. Speaker, the cannabis laws in
this country are broken, especially
those that deal with research. It is ille-
gal everywhere in America to drive
under the influence of alcohol, can-
nabis, or any other substance. But we
do not have a good test for impairment
because we can’t study it. Now, Dr.
HARRIS and I don’t necessarily agree on
the efficacy of cannabis, but we agree
that this is insane and that we need to
change it.

At a time when there are 4 million
registered medical cannabis patients,
and many more who self-medicate,
when there are 91 percent of Americans
supporting medical cannabis, it is time
to change the system. Our bill will do
precisely that. We have a broad coali-
tion of Members and organizations who
support the bill, including those who
do have concerns about cannabis.

Specifically, the bill will tackle two
main issues: research licensing and
manufacturing. For manufacturers, it
requires the DEA to license outside of
the NIDA monopoly so we can study
the products Americans are using. For
researchers, it shortens the timelines,
reduces unnecessary security meas-
ures, and streamlines approval.
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This bill will not only reduce barriers
to medical research but all cannabis
research. It is a narrow bill that fixes
one of many broken cannabis laws.

I want to hasten to add that this in
no way negates the need to move for-
ward with other areas of legislation,
like we did with the MORE Act. But
this is sort of a foundational question.
No matter where you are, there is no
reason the Federal Government should
impede this critical research.

One of the most moving moments I
have had in the last 2 years working on
this issue was in the backyard of a con-
stituent in southeast Portland who
brought together a half dozen families
with children with extreme seizure dis-
order. The only thing that stopped
those babies from being tortured was
medical cannabis. They had to research
it themselves. They had to formulate it
themselves.

At Oregon Health and Science Uni-
versity, they told me: This works. We
know it works. We could go to the
street corner and buy something, but
we legally can’t do it.

Listening to those heartbreaking sto-
ries of the families, of what they had to
do—they crossed their fingers. It sort
of worked for them. But no family
should have to do that.

We ought to get the Federal obsta-
cles out of the way of simple, common-
sense research. It will make a dif-
ference for families across the country.
We need to move forward, so there is
no unnecessary dispute about cannabis,
and get the job done.

SUPPORT THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA RESEARCH
AcCT

DEAR COLLEAGUE: We write to encourage
you to cosponsor our bill, the Medical Mari-
juana Research Act (H.R. 3797). Regardless of
your stance on marijuana, we can all agree
that there should not be onerous federal bar-
riers to conduct research and access objec-
tive evidence as to the medicinal properties
of marijuana.

Although more than two-thirds of Ameri-
cans are living in states with legal mari-
juana programs, current federal law greatly
limits researchers’ ability to research this
drug. This includes the overly burdensome
registration process, redundant protocol re-
views, lack of adequate research material
and unnecessarily onerous security require-
ments. In fact, a 2017 National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine report
found that ‘‘research on the health effects of
cannabis and cannabinoids has been limited
in the United States, leaving patients,
health care professionals, and policy makers
without the evidence they need to make
sound decisions regarding the use of can-
nabis and cannabinoids. This lack of evi-
dence-based information on the health ef-
fects of cannabis and cannabinoids poses a
public health risk.” We could not agree
more.

The Medical Marijuana Research Act will
reduce many of the barriers to conducting le-
gitimate medical marijuana research. First,
the bill streamlines the burdensome and
often duplicative licensure process for re-
searchers seeking to conduct marijuana re-
search, while still maintaining all necessary
safeguards against misuse and abuse. Sec-
ond, it addresses the woefully inadequate,
both in quantity and quality, supply of med-
ical-grade marijuana available for use in
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such research. Finally, it requires, within
five years of enactment, a report by the sec-
retary of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services on the status and results of
the then-available body of research on mari-
juana.

Irrespective of where one falls on the ideo-
logical spectrum with respect to further le-
galization, we can all agree that the Amer-
ican people deserve to know what’s going on
with marijuana. The United States leads the
world in biomedical research. It is therefore
unconscionable that the federal government
stands as the chief impediment to legitimate
medical research that will ensure American
physicians, patients, purchasers, and con-
stituents have access to the information
they need to make an informed decision
about marijuana.

Sincerely,
EARL BLUMENAUER,
Member of Congress.
ANDY HARRIS, M.D.,
Member of Congress.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HARRIS), who has been a real
leader on this and so many other
healthcare-related issues.

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
you for your concern about addiction
and all the problems. This is an ancil-
lary problem that deals with that. I
thank you for your concern about that.

I thank the chairman of the com-
mittee and the ranking member. This
has been years in the making. I thank
them for bringing this across the finish
line.

I thank my cosponsor from across
the aisle. The gentleman from Oregon
is absolutely right. He and I will dis-
agree, probably the most two people
can disagree, about recreational mari-
juana. We agree 100 percent that we
need to do this research and that we
need this bill.

Now, because of the discussion about
COVID and the vaccines and thera-
peutics for that, Americans realize how
medical research has to be done and
how important it is to be done. They
expect purity, safety, and efficacy for
anything that has a claim of a medical
product.

Now, unfortunately, because of the
public policy we have had in place with
marijuana and its scheduling, this sim-
ply couldn’t be done. The unfortunate
consequence is that legislatures in gen-
eral across the States, and, unfortu-
nately, this legislature last week, took
a ready-fire-aim approach: Let’s go
ahead and legalize it, even for rec-
reational use, without a medical basis.

But I am only going to talk about
medical marijuana. We need good stud-
ies. Understandably, because of current
scheduling, we can’t do it. I get it. I did
research, as a physician, on drugs. You
can’t do it under the current sched-
uling, but we need to do the research.

As the chairman pointed out, Dr.
Volkow, who has appeared before our
committee many times, has said that
the claims of medical usefulness are
simply greatly exaggerated because we
don’t have the science. Many claims
are made; very few are proven.

We don’t tolerate that for other
medications. We certainly don’t tol-
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erate it for COVID vaccines and thera-
peutics. We shouldn’t tolerate it for
medical marijuana. This research just
simply hasn’t been done, for a variety
of reasons, most of which get cured by
this bill.

Now, could medical marijuana be
useful for PTSD for my fellow vet-
erans? Absolutely. It might be useful.
We have no idea.

What we have done is, instead, the
public press has said it is useful for
PTSD. That is not the way we treat
medicine in this country. We actually
do the research. Our veterans deserve
for us to do this research.

It couldn’t be done, because of the
scheduling, because of the rules—the
rules, by the way, that Congress made.
This is on us. We shouldn’t have taken
so long to get to this point.

Could it be useful for non-neurogenic
chronic pain? Yes, it might be, but I
don’t know. The last thing we should
do to our chronic pain patients, as you
know, Mr. Speaker, because of the
problems with treating chronic pain, is
make false promises to them about
something.

If this works for it, oh, my gosh, that
is great. We have a potential solution
for part of our addiction problem. If it
doesn’t work, those people deserve to
know.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TRONE). The time of the gentleman has
expired.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS).

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, is it use-
ful for that group? Is CBD useful for
that group of pediatric patients with
seizures? Yes, it sure is. Is it useful for
people with glaucoma? Yes, it sure is.
Is it useful for spasticity with multiple
sclerosis? Yes, it sure is.

But there are 40 or 50 other claims
that we don’t know about. We deserve
to know about it. Those claims are
simply not founded on science.

Look, let’s do the science. Let’s see
what medical marijuana is useful for.
As a physician, anything it is useful
for, I want to provide for patients.
Let’s do the science. Let’s pass H.R.
3797.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. DINGELL), one of our
colleagues on the committee.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Medical Mari-
juana Research Act, which would
streamline outdated bureaucratic bar-
riers and Federal roadblocks pre-
venting legitimate medical research
into the impacts of medical marijuana.

I, too, like my colleague, thank you
for your leadership. I have a healthy
fear of drugs, having lost a sister to a
drug overdose, but there is just too
much information we do not have.

We have seen dramatic changes in
the legal status of marijuana at the
State level. Almost 1 year ago to the
day, sales of recreational marijuana
began in my home State of Michigan.
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Following multiple successful State
ballot initiatives last month, medical
marijuana is now legal in 36 States.
However, the Federal framework for
conducting marijuana research is dec-
ades old and has not kept pace with
these changes.

Currently, as has been said by my
other colleagues, scientists in the
United States looking to conduct re-
search on marijuana must contend
with a heavy-handed, duplicative reg-
istration and licensure process that
doesn’t work. They are limited to using
marijuana grown at a single location
overseen by the National Institute on
Drug Abuse at the University of Mis-
sissippi.

Collectively, this regulatory red tape
greatly limits our understanding of the
health impacts of marijuana and pre-
vents qualified researchers from engag-
ing in further study.

We are driving cars that NHTSA
can’t do the research they need to do
about people driving while smoking.
We should know that.

The Medical Marijuana Research Act
will streamline this cumbersome proc-
ess by preventing bureaucratic road-
blocks on marijuana research registra-
tion applications. It will also direct the
FDA to issue guidelines on the produc-
tion of marijuana and ensure that ade-
quate amounts are available for re-
search.

The legislation also mandates a com-
prehensive review of the available body
of research on marijuana by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 5
years after enactment.

I thank my colleagues—
Congresspersons BLUMENAUER, GRIF-
FITH, LOFGREN, HARRIS, and ROB

BisHop—for all of their work on this.
This does matter. We need answers.
And I thank my chairman, who has
been great about this.

I refuse to accept the fact that our
Ranking Member WALDEN is leaving.
He is a dear friend, and he has made so
much of a difference. He has had very
thoughtful input on this, as he does on
everything.

Mr. Speaker, it is high time we mod-
ernize our Nation’s Federal regulations
to facilitate legitimate medical re-
search into the impacts of marijuana,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan for her kind comments and her
leadership on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, can I inquire how much
time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oregon has 11%2 minutes
remaining.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GRIF-
FITH), an extraordinary leader on the
Energy and Commerce Committee, a
gentleman I refer to as our counsel on
the committee. He is an extraordinary
lawyer and incredible public policy
initiator.
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Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate that this bill has made it to this
level.

You know, Congress doesn’t always
work well, but sometimes it does. ANDY
HARRIS and I were back here, about
where he is sitting right now, having a
discussion one day, because a lot of
times, things get solved or issues come
to a head because we are trying to
solve problems for the American peo-
ple.

I believe that there are many uses for
medicinal marijuana. I don’t support
recreational use, but I support medic-
inal use. ANDY thinks that it goes way
too far, as you heard him just say.

But the bottom line is, as we were
discussing it, neither one of us could
cite scientific research to support our
positions. So, we agreed at that point
that we would work together on our
side of the aisle. And obviously, the
gentleman from Oregon has been lead-
ing on this for many, many years, and
he was going to lead on the other side.
We agreed we would try to find lan-
guage that worked.

We have tried some backdoor routes
to get it through some Energy and
Commerce bills before, schedule 1R to
do research. But this is extremely im-
portant. And you are either for medic-
inal marijuana or against medicinal
marijuana, but you can’t make an ar-
gument either way without the proper
research.

This fine piece of legislation that was
hammered out over a couple of years,
maybe as many as 5 years, is a good
piece of legislation, and it deserves the
unanimous support of this TUnited
States House. I recommend it to each
and every one of you.

That being said, I would like to take
another minute to speak about my re-
lationship with my Ranking Member
WALDEN, who is leaving us. It is with
regret on my part that he is leaving.
He has a life to lead, and that is what
people sometimes forget about Mem-
bers of Congress.

There is life after Congress, and he is
going to do some interesting things. I
am anxious to learn what they are. He
says he is anxious to learn what they
are, too.

But he has so much talent. He has led
our committee and then our side of the
aisle on the committee so well, and has
allowed those of us who are a little dif-
ferent sometimes to have some inter-
esting ideas, to have those ideas bubble
up, to take some interesting votes
sometimes in committee, to allow
Members down dais to have significant
input. I am greatly appreciative of
that.

I am also appreciative of his friend-
ship and loyalty. I remember when we
discovered that his longtime friend
Ray Baum had a fatal disease, how he
stuck with him, how Ray kept coming
to work and was doing things all the
way through, and then how he passed
an important piece of legislation which
commemorated all of Ray Baum’s
work.
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The bill has Ray Baum’s name on it,
as it should, but it was a tribute from
his friend, and I respect that type of
friendship. I appreciate it very much.

I will always hold you in high regard.
If I can do anything to be of assistance
in the future, I will gladly do so.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
friend and colleague from Virginia for
not only his very kind comments but
also his incredible work ethic.

I will tell one quick story about MOR-
GAN GRIFFITH. I had a little bill, a sus-
pension bill, that Mr. BLUMENAUER and
I had to do a land exchange up on
Mount Hood. It flew through here one
night, first night of votes, and got two
dissenting votes. One of them I under-
stood, but his dissenting vote I didn’t
understand.

I went up to him, and I said: I am
going to win this. There are only two
noes. But why did you vote no?

He said: Well, I read the bill, and it
referenced this memorandum of under-
standing between the Forest Service
and Mount Hood Meadows about this
land exchange. I tried to get a copy of
that MOU, and I couldn’t get it before
I voted on the bill, so I voted no.
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Well, the bill didn’t get through that
Congress. It got through the House, but
not, of course, the other body.

So the next Congress, we did it again,
and I made sure that Mr. GRIFFITH had
that memorandum of understanding re-
lated to this little land transfer bill in
an area that Mr. BLUMENAUER and I
share, and he voted with us on that
measure.

I thought: He is a pretty darn good,
thorough legislator if he is reading
every suspension bill and every land
transfer bill and diving into the weeds.
Americans need to know what a great
man he is.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the Medical
Marijuana Research Act.

Cannabis has been known by humans
for thousands of years, yet we still
don’t truly know if the plant is medi-
cally beneficial. Some preliminary
findings have given cause to believe
that there may be some medicinal ben-
efits. In fact, the FDA has authorized
use of medical-grade CBD products for
rare forms of epilepsy, but large-scale
research has not occurred.

Despite this, more than half of the
States have legalized cannabis for med-
ical purposes. Even Georgia, my home
State, has acted to expand cannabis
laws.

As the legal status of cannabis
evolves, we must prioritize making the
plant available for medicinal research.

In 2017, the National Academy of
Medicine found that there are several
challenges and barriers in conducting
cannabis and cannabinoid research, in-
cluding the classification of cannabis
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as a schedule I substance and the dif-
ficulty for researchers to gain access to
the quality and quantity of product
necessary for research.

I do not believe that the Federal Gov-
ernment should be standing in the way
of medical research for cannabis prod-
ucts. Cannabis could be a lifesaving
product. It may also not be, but we owe
it to the patients to do the due dili-
gence, research, and testing so that
they may make the best medical deci-
sions for themselves.

While we may all have differing opin-
ions on the decriminalization of rec-
reational marijuana—and my stance on
that is well-known and well-docu-
mented that I am adamantly opposed
to the recreational use of marijuana—
I think we can all agree that we should
facilitate better research on the plant’s
medicinal benefits.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to see this
legislation come to the floor for a vote.
I thank my colleague, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, for working on this legisla-
tion with me. I urge passage of this leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, before I leave, I want to
pay homage, if you will, to Mr. WAL-
DEN, who will be leaving us, you have
heard other speakers indicate before.

I came on this committee 4 years
ago. Being the only pharmacist in Con-
gress, I wanted to be on the Health
Subcommittee, and I wanted to work
in that arena. That is where Energy
and Commerce was.

I will have to be quite honest with
you. I really didn’t understand just
what a great committee—the best com-
mittee in Congress—Energy and Com-
merce is, and I truly believe that. I un-
derstand that now.

But I want to thank GREG WALDEN,
because when I came in 4 years ago, he
was the chairman of this committee,
and he was very encouraging to me. In
fact, he was my mentor on this com-
mittee. He led me and gave me oppor-
tunities, and I appreciate that very,
very much.

His diversity, his intelligence, his
fairness has been outstanding. His lead-
ership has been outstanding, and it is
only surpassed by his impeccable char-
acter.

Mr. Speaker, as he leaves, I want him
to know how much I personally am ap-
preciative of all of his help and all of
his leadership.

Our committee, our Congress, our
country is better off because of your
work. Thank you and Godspeed.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my dear friend and colleague
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for his lead-
ership on so many issues before the
committee and for his very kind and
generous words. I will miss serving
with Mr. CARTER. He has been a terrific
member of the committee, and he, too,
will have a great future ahead.

Mr. Speaker, our next Member, I
should call him the deputy mayor of
Washington, D.C., because that is kind
of what you are when you are the rank-
ing member of the House Administra-
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tion Committee. He has been a pas-
sionate advocate on the next bill, but
because of a meeting he has coming up,
I am going to yield to him now, so he
can make that scheduled appointment,
to talk about this bill and the next bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS).

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I do support the bill that we
are talking about. I have been a long-
time supporter of medical marijuana
use, and I certainly believe that the bi-
partisan legislation that is being put
forward today is a great idea.

But it is also great to follow my fa-
vorite legalized drug dealer here at the
dais, BUDDY CARTER, the only phar-
macist in Congress. This is a guy who
says a lot of things about GREG WAL-
DEN. All of them are true, but I am
going to get to that in a bit.

Mr. Speaker, I am here to thank my
good friend, DONALD PAYNE, Jr., for al-
lowing me to cosponsor a bill that is
very personal to me, and that is the
Removing Barriers to Colorectal Can-
cer Screening Act of 2020.

As some of you may know, my wife
was diagnosed with early-onset
colorectal cancer in 1999. She was 26
years old, and she is a 2l-year cancer
survivor today. It is a genetic form of
cancer, Lynch syndrome, that I hope
and pray that families like mine and
many others don’t have to continue to
fight.

But it is imperative that we catch
cancer in its early stages, and I can
speak from experience, with my wife
constantly being misdiagnosed just a
few short years ago, and that is exactly
what this legislation does for our Medi-
care population.

Put simply, this legislation ensures
that, if a Medicare beneficiary receives
a colonoscopy, which is covered by
Medicare, he or she won’t be billed for
any subsequent tests on polyps that
may be discovered during the screen-
ing.

The current policy of providing
colonoscopies at no cost to bene-
ficiaries but then billing them for po-
tential findings, that greatly
disincentivizes vulnerable individuals
from actually seeking the screening
process, which could lead to worse can-
cer and possibly death.

This is a commonsense fix that will
save lives. I am proud to colead it,
again, with my good friend, Mr. PAYNE.
This is bipartisan.

But before I close, I want to take a
moment to thank the countless advo-
cates who have visited my office to
fight for increased screening, including
those with Fight Colorectal Cancer and
the American Cancer Society. Today’s
vote stands as a testament to their ad-
vocacy and hard work.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank, again,
Chairman PALLONE and Ranking Mem-
ber WALDEN and everyone on the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee and the
Ways and Means Committee for work-
ing with us to move this legislation
forward.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. Speaker, now I do want to take
some time—it is actually ironic to
watch all of the well wishes to GREG
WALDEN.

After first meeting him on an air-
plane that happened to land at the
wrong airport, I didn’t have a lot of
high hopes for you, Mr. Ranking Mem-
ber. I mean, who lands at the wrong
airport, except an airplane that GREG
WALDEN is on?

Unlike a lot of folks that are here
touting what you have done, I say:
Good riddance. It is about time.

In all seriousness, my friend, this
place is going to miss you. This place is
going to miss your humor. This place is
going to miss your leadership and your
tenacity. I can’t tell you how proud I
am to not just call you my colleague,
but my friend.

Thank you for everything you have
done for me and what you have done
for this great institution. It is a better
place because you served here, and it
will not be as good a place without you
here.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
friend from Illinois for his generous
comments and his great leadership, and
I wish him well in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the
underlying bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
for support to pass this legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 3797, the Medical Marijuana Research
Act. | advanced this bipartisan bill through my
Health Subcommittee and I'm proud to support
it on the Floor today.

According to the Department of Health and
Human Services National Survey on Drug
Use, 44 million Americans reported using can-
nabis in the past year. Thirty-three states now
allow the medicinal use of cannabis and 11
states and the District of Columbia have legal-
ized cannabis for adult use.

But state laws and federal policy are a thou-
sand miles apart. As more states allow can-
nabis, the federal government still strictly con-
trols and prohibits it, even restricting legitimate
medical research.

The Medical Marijuana Research Act ad-
dresses these restrictions on research and al-
leviates a burdensome, out-of-date process for
scientific researchers. First, it creates a new,
less cumbersome registration process specifi-
cally for marijuana, reducing approval wait
times and costly security measures. Second,
this bill makes it easier for researchers to ob-
tain the cannabis they need for their studies
through reforms in production and distribution
regulations.

Under this bill, scientists will no longer be
forced to wait more than a year to become
federally-approved to conduct cannabis re-
search. They will also not be forced to use the
cannabis grown by a government-authorized
farm at the University of Mississippi. This can-
nabis lacks the properties and potency of
commercially-available cannabis and leads to
inadequate research.
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This is a commonsense bill that will update
federal policy to advance research on can-
nabis and its compounds. | urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3797, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REMOVING BARRIERS TO
COLORECTAL CANCER SCREEN-
ING ACT OF 2020

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1570) to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to waive coinsur-
ance under Medicare for colorectal can-
cer screening tests, regardless of
whether therapeutic intervention is re-
quired during the screening, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1570

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Removing
Barriers to Colorectal Cancer Screening Act
of 2020°.

SEC. 2. WAIVING MEDICARE COINSURANCE FOR
CERTAIN COLORECTAL CANCER
SCREENING TESTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1833(a) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 139l(a)) is
amended—

(1) in the second sentence, by striking
‘“‘section 1834(0)’ and inserting ‘‘section
1834(0)"’;

(2) by moving such second sentence 2 ems
to the left; and

(3) by inserting the following third sen-
tence following such second sentence: ‘“‘For
services furnished on or after January 1, 2022,
paragraph (1)(Y) shall apply with respect to
a colorectal cancer screening test regardless
of the code that is billed for the establish-
ment of a diagnosis as a result of the test, or
for the removal of tissue or other matter or
other procedure that is furnished in connec-
tion with, as a result of, and in the same
clinical encounter as the screening test.”.

(b) SPECIAL COINSURANCE RULE FOR CER-
TAIN TESTS.—Section 1833 of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 13951) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)(Y), by inserting
‘“‘subject to subsection (dd),” before ‘“‘with re-
spect to”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(dd) SPECIAL COINSURANCE RULE FOR CER-

TAIN COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING
TESTS.—
‘1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a

colorectal cancer screening test to which
paragraph (1)(Y) of subsection (a) would not
apply but for the third sentence of such sub-
section that is furnished during a year begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2022, and before
January 1, 2030, the amount paid shall be
equal to the specified percent (as defined in
paragraph (2)) for such year of the lesser of
the actual charge for the service or the
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amount determined under the fee schedule
that applies to such test under this part (or,
in the case such test is a covered OPD serv-
ice (as defined in subsection (t)(1)(B)), the
amount determined under subsection (t)).

¢‘(2) SPECIFIED PERCENT DEFINED.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), the term ‘specified
percent’ means—

‘“(A) for 2022 and 2023, 80 percent;

‘4(B) for 2024 and 2025, 85 percent;

‘4(C) for 2026 and 2027, 90 percent; and

‘(D) for 2028 and 2029, 95 percent.”’.

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Paragraphs
(2) and (3) of section 1834(d) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395m(d)) are each
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C)(ii), in the matter
preceding subclause (I), by striking ‘‘Not-
withstanding” and inserting ‘‘Subject to sec-
tion 1833(a)(1)(Y), but notwithstanding”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘If
during”’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to section
1833(a)(1)(Y), if during”’.

SEC. 3. REQUIRING CERTAIN MANUFACTURERS
TO REPORT DRUG PRICING INFOR-
MATION WITH RESPECT TO DRUGS
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1847A of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 13%9%5w-3a) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘or
subsection (f)(2), as applicable’” before the
period at the end;

(B) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘or
subsection (f)(2), as applicable,” before ‘‘de-
termined by’’; and

(C) in paragraph (6)(A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or subsection
(£)(2), as applicable,” before ‘‘determined
by’’; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) by striking ‘‘For requirements’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For requirements’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘(2) MANUFACTURERS WITHOUT A REBATE
AGREEMENT UNDER TITLE XIX.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—If the manufacturer of a
drug or biological described in subparagraph
(C), (B), or (G) of section 1842(0)(1) or in sec-
tion 1881(b)(14)(B) that is payable under this
part has not entered into and does not have
in effect a rebate agreement described in
subsection (b) of section 1927, for calendar
quarters beginning with the second calendar
quarter beginning on or after the date of the
enactment of this paragraph, such manufac-
turer shall report to the Secretary the infor-
mation described in subsection (b)(3)(A)({ii)
of such section 1927 with respect to such drug
or biological in a time and manner specified
by the Secretary. For purposes of applying
this paragraph, a drug or biological described
in the previous sentence includes items,
services, supplies, and products that are pay-
able under this part as a drug or biological.

‘(B) AubDIT.—Information reported under
subparagraph (A) is subject to audit by the
Inspector General of the Department of
Health and Human Services.

‘“(C) VERIFICATION.—The Secretary may
survey wholesalers and manufacturers that
directly distribute drugs described in sub-
paragraph (A), when necessary, to verify
manufacturer prices and manufacturer’s av-
erage sales prices (including wholesale acqui-
sition cost) if required to make payment re-
ported under subparagraph (A). The Sec-
retary may impose a civil monetary penalty
in an amount not to exceed $100,000 on a
wholesaler, manufacturer, or direct seller, if
the wholesaler, manufacturer, or direct sell-
er of such a drug refuses a request for infor-
mation about charges or prices by the Sec-
retary in connection with a survey under
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this subparagraph or Kknowingly provides
false information. The provisions of section
1128A (other than subsections (a) (with re-
spect to amounts of penalties or additional
assessments) and (b)) shall apply to a civil
money penalty under this subparagraph in
the same manner as such provisions apply to

a penalty or proceeding under section
1128A(a).
‘(D) CONFIDENTIALITY.—Notwithstanding

any other provision of law, information dis-
closed by manufacturers or wholesalers
under this paragraph (other than the whole-
sale acquisition cost for purposes of carrying
out this section) is confidential and shall not
be disclosed by the Secretary in a form
which discloses the identity of a specific
manufacturer or wholesaler or prices
charged for drugs by such manufacturer or
wholesaler, except—

‘(i) as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to carry out this section (including
the determination and implementation of
the payment amount), or to carry out sec-
tion 1847B;

‘‘(ii) to permit the Comptroller General of
the United States to review the information
provided; and

‘“(iii) to permit the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office to review the infor-
mation provided.”.

(b) ENFORCEMENT.—Section 1847A of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-3a) is further amended—

(1) in subsection (d)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking “IN
GENERAL” and inserting ‘‘MISREPRESENTA-
TION’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (B)”’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
(A), (B), or (O);

(C) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (D); and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraphs:

‘(B) FAILURE TO PROVIDE TIMELY INFORMA-
TION.—If the Secretary determines that a
manufacturer described in subsection (f)(2)
has failed to report on information described
in section 1927(b)(3)(A)(iii) with respect to a
drug or biological in accordance with such
subsection, the Secretary shall apply a civil
money penalty in an amount of $10,000 for
each day the manufacturer has failed to re-
port such information and such amount shall
be paid to the Treasury.

“(C) FALSE INFORMATION.—Any manufac-
turer required to submit information under
subsection (f)(2) that knowingly provides
false information is subject to a civil money
penalty in an amount not to exceed $100,000
for each item of false information. Such civil
money penalties are in addition to other pen-
alties as may be prescribed by law.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(6)(A), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘, except
that, for purposes of subsection (f)(2), the
Secretary may, if the Secretary determines
appropriate, exclude repackagers of a drug or
biological from such term.”’.

(c) MANUFACTURERS WITH A REBATE AGREE-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1927(b)(3)(A) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396r-
8(b)(3)(A)) is amended by adding at the end
the following new sentence: ‘‘For purposes of
applying clause (iii), a drug or biological de-
scribed in the flush matter following such
clause includes items, services, supplies, and
products that are payable under this part as
a drug or biological.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section
1927(b)(3)(A)(iii) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396r-8(b)(3)(A)(iii)) is amended by
striking ‘‘section 1881(b)(13)(A)(ii)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 1881(b)(14)(B)”’.



H7084

(d) REPORT.—Not later than January 1,
2023, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services shall as-
sess and submit to Congress a report on the
accuracy of average sales price information
submitted by manufacturers under section
1847A of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395w-3a). Such report shall include any rec-
ommendations on how to improve the accu-
racy of such information.

SEC. 4. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1570.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1570, the Removing Barriers to
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act of
2020. This bill eliminates out-of-pocket
costs for colorectal cancer screening
tests under Medicare, even in situa-
tions when a polyp is detected and re-
moved.

Colorectal cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of cancer death among men
and women, combined, in the United
States. The American Cancer Society
predicts that more than 53,000 Ameri-
cans will die from the disease this year.
This is clearly a tragedy, especially be-
cause these deaths are so preventable.

Approximately 90 percent of all indi-
viduals diagnosed with colorectal can-
cer at an early stage are still alive 5
years later. But research shows that
out-of-pocket costs discourage individ-
uals from seeking out preventative
screenings that could save their lives.

Under current law, Medicare waives
coinsurance and deductibles for
colonoscopies. However, when a polyp
is discovered and removed during the
procedure, it is then reclassified as
therapeutic for Medicare billing pur-
poses, and patients are required to pay
the coinsurance.

This simply is not right. Patients
should not be saddled with hundreds of
dollars in medical bills that they jus-
tifiably thought would be covered by
Medicare as part of a preventative
service.

H.R. 1570 provides a commonsense fix
to this oversight. The bill would ensure
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that colonoscopies, whether they are
diagnostic or therapeutic, are treated
equally at the billing stage so all cost-
sharing is waived under Medicare. By
removing the financial burden associ-
ated with this procedure, Medicare
beneficiaries may seek preventative
care for colorectal cancer without the
added deterrence of surprise bills.

In addition, H.R. 1570 incorporates a
policy that requires all part B drug
manufacturers to report average sales
price data to the Medicare program and
provides the Secretary with new au-
thority to verify this data.

Under current law, only manufactur-
ers with Medicare drug rebate agree-
ments are required to report average
sales price data, and in the absence of
such data, the Medicare program ends
up paying more. This legislation en-
sures that the government is paying
the right price for part B drugs, saving
taxpayers billions and allowing greater
transparency around drug pricing.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
bill’s sponsors.

First of all, I want to thank Rep-
resentative DONALD PAYNE from my
State. He has been working on this bill
for so many years, and, of course, it
came out of the passing of his dad from
colorectal cancer. I remember his dad
so fondly.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank
Representatives DAVIS, MCEACHIN, and
MCKINLEY for their hard work on this
important piece of legislation.

I want to thank Representative DOG-
GETT for his work on the important
drug pricing policy that is included
today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 1570, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2020.
Hon. FRANK PALLONE,
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: In recognition of
the desire to expedite consideration of H.R.
1570, Removing Barriers to Colorectal Cancer
Screening Act of 2019, the Committee on
Ways and Means agrees to waive formal con-
sideration of the bill as to provisions that
fall within the rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on Ways and Means.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action with the mutual understanding
that we do not waive any jurisdiction over
the subject matter contained in this or simi-
lar legislation, and the Committee will be
appropriately consulted and involved as the
resolution or similar legislation moves for-
ward so that we may address any remaining
issues within our jurisdiction. The Com-
mittee also reserves the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letter on this matter be included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration
of H.R. 1570.

Sincerely,
RICHARD E. NEAL,
Chairman.

December 9, 2020

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, December 8, 2020.
Hon. RICHARD NEAL,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN NEAL: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Energy and
Commerce and agreeing to discharge H.R.
1570, the Removing Barriers to Colorectal
Cancer Screening Act of 2020, from further
consideration, so that the bill may proceed
expeditiously to the House floor.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees from your committee to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.

I will ensure our letters on H.R. 1570 are
entered into the Congressional Record dur-
ing floor consideration of the bill. I appre-
ciate your cooperation regarding this legis-
lation and look forward to continuing to
work together as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
FRANK PALLONE, Jr.
Chairman.
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Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1570, the Removing Barriers to
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act of
2020.

This is really important legislation,
as you have heard, and it has received
strong bipartisan support from lit-
erally hundreds of our colleagues, in-
cluding myself. It was a key provision
of a bill T actually introduced last year,
H.R. 19, the Lower Costs, More Cures
Act of 2019, which had a lot of bipar-
tisan solutions to lower drug prices
without hindering the development of
new therapeutics or cures.

So I am happy to see the House take
this action on this critical component
of that other legislation.

This bill would address an oversight
in Medicare that requires beneficiaries
to cover the cost of an unexpected
polyp removal when provided a free
screening colonoscopy.

These surprise medical bills, as I
would call them, create financial bar-
riers for patient access to these life-
saving screenings, which can save
thousands of lives a year.

In the United States, colorectal can-
cer is the second leading cause of can-
cer-related deaths, Mr. Speaker.
Screenings are the most effective way
to detect and treat this devastating
disease early on, and efforts must be
made to ensure individuals have access
to these important services.

By removing these financial barriers
for patients, this bill would enhance
screening efforts and ultimately save
lives. The bill is offset with another
policy from H.R. 19 that would require
pharmaceutical companies to report
their average sales price, ASP.

Right now, certain companies are ex-
ploiting a little loophole in the current
law where they are not reporting their
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ASP and drawing down higher reim-
bursement rates from Medicare as a re-
sult. This creates an unfair advantage
with competitors who are doing the
right thing, as the statute intended,
and reporting their data.

I am glad this package includes these
two provisions of H.R. 19, further add-
ing to the number of provisions from
this bill that I hope are enacted into
law during the remainder of this Con-
gress.

While I urge support of this bill that
would end surprise billing for this se-
lect group of Americans, I am dis-
appointed Congress has yet to pass a
bill that would end surprise billing for
all Americans. Mr. PALLONE and I have
worked closely on this legislation. We
have a bipartisan bill. It is ready to go,
and we could pass it into law before the
end of the year and put an end to sur-
prise billing for all Americans, not just
those with an unexpected polyp re-
moval.

I urge Congress to take further swift
action to do what the American people
want us to do. Let’s end surprise bill-
ing once and for all for everyone.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE), the sponsor of this bill, who
has worked so hard on it.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss
my bill, the Removing Barriers to
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act. It has
been a long time coming.

I thank my friend and New Jersey
colleague, Congressman FRANK PAL-
LONE, the chairman of the Energy and
Commerce Committee. As chairman of
the House committee, his leadership
was critical to getting my bill to the
floor today.

I have been working on this bill since
my arrival to the United States House
of Representatives. Unfortunately,
colorectal cancer is the reason that I
am a member of this body.

In addition, I thank my coleads on
the bill, as you heard earlier, Congress-
man RODNEY DAVIS and my colleague
from Virginia, DONALD MCEACHIN, who
has been instrumental in moving this
bill forward. Congressman MCEACHIN
has done an incredible amount of work
to promote the bill and increase aware-
ness of colorectal cancer. I also thank
my other colead, Congressman DAVID
MCKINLEY from West Virginia, for his
efforts, as well.

These great representatives under-
stand the importance of this bill to the
health and security of millions of
Americans and know that colorectal
cancer is bipartisan in nature of its
negative impact on people in this coun-
try.

Colorectal cancer is the second lead-
ing cause of cancer deaths in America.
It only trails lung cancer, and it affects
both men and women. It is the second
leading cause of death in the United
States in cancers.
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Like many cancers, it is treatable
and patients can recover if it is caught
early enough. But that depends on
whether Americans get screened. And
one of the reasons that we are here
today, my bill would seek to remove
one of the barriers to screenings. It
would allow Medicare to cover
screenings and surgical procedures to
remove cancerous polyps during the
screenings.

Today, Medicare covers only
screenings for eligible patients. If doc-
tors find and remove a cancerous polyp
during the screening, patients could
wake up to a surprise bill that could
cost thousands of dollars.

After my father succumbed to this
dreadful disease, I had my first
colonoscopy, and at that time they
found 13 polyps. So can you imagine
the bill that I could have potentially
awoken to, tens of thousands of dollars
in bills that I did not even know that I
had?

Too many men refuse to get screened
because of the fear of this surprise bill
and a lot of the reason why men don’t
find this procedure very palatable.
Then they wait to get screened until
there is a problem, and potentially
that is a decision that could be fatal.

I encourage my House colleagues to
vote for this bill so we can save thou-
sands of American lives annually.

It has been almost 9 years since I lost
my father, Congressman Donald Payne,
Sr., to colorectal cancer, and I do not
want to see other families go through
the same horror and pain.

I ask that we pass this bill. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” and save the
lives of the American people.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) and I
ask unanimous consent that he be al-
lowed to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I served with the gen-
tleman’s father for 9 years, and I cer-
tainly understand the pain that was re-
flected in his voice in those remarks.

This is a commonsense bill. When a
practitioner encounters a correctable
lesion at the time of a screening
colonoscopy, the curative procedure
should be able to be undertaken with-
out the worry of a patient waking up to
an unintended charge.

The other thing that crosses my
mind as we sit here now, hopefully, on
the downside of the pandemic is how
many people have not proceeded with
the screening procedure because of con-
cern about going to a facility during
the time of the coronavirus. And it is
incumbent upon us as policymakers to
ensure that people do understand the
importance of undertaking these
screenings and removing any obstacles
that would prevent someone from hav-
ing a potentially lifesaving screening
procedure done.
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Further, Mr. Speaker, if I could,
many people today have reflected on
the time of service of Mr. WALDEN, who
is retiring at the end of this Congress,
and we will all miss him a great deal.
As 1 have listened to several of the
speakers give testimony to Mr. WAL-
DEN’s leadership on the committee, I
am just reminded of so many times,
both good times and rough times. We
served together on the majority and
the minority for a number of years on
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

The country can look to things like
the last 10-year reauthorization of the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram and thank Mr. WALDEN for the vi-
sion of getting that enacted. Certainly,
the SUPPORT Act in the last Congress,
starting with Member Day in the com-
mittee and culminating with the sign-
ing ceremony in the White House lit-
erally 12 months later.

These were some of the significant
accomplishments of then-Chairman
WALDEN, now Ranking Member WAL-
DEN. He has left a rich legacy in this
Congress, and we are all very much in
his debt, and we will miss him terribly
in the Congresses to come. I thank the
gentleman for his indulgence.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
that we support this legislation and
pass it, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 1570, the Removing Barriers to
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act. | advanced
this bipartisan bill through my Health Sub-
committee and I'm proud to support it on the
Floor today.

This legislation was introduced by Rep-
resentatives PAYNE, DAVIS, MCEACHIN, and
MCKINLEY to remove financial barriers to life-
saving colorectal cancer screenings and treat-
ment for Medicare beneficiaries.

Currently, Medicare covers a colonoscopy
without out-of-pocket costs for beneficiaries,
but if the colonoscopy results in a polyp re-
moval, patients are stuck with an unexpected
copayment. This small distinction could mean
hundreds of dollars of out-of-pocket expenses
for seniors on Medicare who are often living
on a fixed income.

This bill would waive that cost-sharing and
give millions of Medicare beneficiaries the
peace of mind that they can receive the pre-
ventive care they need without being stuck
with unexpected costs.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1570, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to waive co-
insurance under Medicare for
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colorectal cancer screening tests, re-
gardless of whether therapeutic inter-
vention is required during the screen-
ing, and for other purposes.’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

HENRIETTA LACKS ENHANCING
CANCER RESEARCH ACT OF 2019

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1966) to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to com-
plete a study on barriers to participa-
tion in federally funded cancer clinical
trials by populations that have been
traditionally underrepresented in such
trials, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1966

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Henrietta
Lacks Enhancing Cancer Research Act of
2019”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds as follows:

(1) Only a small percent of patients partici-
pate in cancer clinical trials, even though
most express an interest in clinical research.
There are several obstacles that restrict in-
dividuals from participating including lack
of available local trials, restrictive eligi-
bility criteria, transportation to trial sites,
taking time off from work, and potentially
increased medical and nonmedical costs. Ul-
timately, about 1 in 5 cancer clinical trials
fail because of lack of patient enrollment.

(2) Groups that are generally underrep-
resented in clinical trials include racial and
ethnic minorities and older, rural, and lower-
income individuals.

(3) Henrietta Lacks, an African-American
woman, was diagnosed with cervical cancer
at the age of 31, and despite receiving painful
radium treatments, passed away on October
4, 1951.

(4) Medical researchers took samples of
Henrietta Lacks’ tumor during her treat-
ment and the HeLa cell line from her tumor
proved remarkably resilient.

(5) HeLa cells were the first immortal line
of human cells. Henrietta Lacks’ cells were
unique, growing by the millions, commer-
cialized and distributed worldwide to re-
searchers, resulting in advances in medicine.

(6) Henrietta Lacks’ prolific cells continue
to grow and contribute to remarkable ad-
vances in medicine, including the develop-
ment of the polio vaccine, as well as drugs
for treating the effects of cancer, HIV/AIDS,
hemophilia, leukemia, and Parkinson’s dis-
ease. These cells have been used in research
that has contributed to our understanding of
the effects of radiation and zero gravity on
human cells. These immortal cells have in-
formed research on chromosomal conditions,
cancer, gene mapping, and precision medi-
cine.

(7) Henrietta Lacks and her immortal cells
have made a significant contribution to
global health, scientific research, quality of
life, and patient rights.

(8) For more than 20 years, the advances
made possible by Henrietta Lacks’ cells were
without her or her family’s consent, and the
revenues they generated were not known to
or shared with her family.

(9) Henrietta Lacks and her family’s expe-
rience is fundamental to modern and future
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bioethics policies and informed consent laws
that benefit patients nationwide by building
patient trust; promoting ethical research
that benefits all individuals, including tradi-
tionally underrepresented populations; and
protecting research participants.

SEC. 3. GAO STUDY ON BARRIERS TO PARTICIPA-
TION IN FEDERALLY FUNDED CAN-
CER CLINICAL TRIALS BY POPU-
LATIONS THAT HAVE BEEN TRADI-
TIONALLY UNDERREPRESENTED IN
SUCH TRIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(1) complete a study that—

(A) reviews what actions Federal agencies
have taken to help to address barriers to par-
ticipation in federally funded cancer clinical
trials by populations that have been tradi-
tionally underrepresented in such trials, and
identifies challenges, if any, in imple-
menting such actions; and

(B) identifies additional actions that can
be taken by Federal agencies to address bar-
riers to participation in federally funded
cancer clinical trials by populations that
have been traditionally underrepresented in
such trials; and

(2) submit a report to the Congress on the
results of such study, including rec-
ommendations on potential changes in prac-
tices and policies to improve participation in
such trials by such populations.

(b) INCLUSION OF CLINICAL TRIALS.—The
study under subsection (a)(1) shall include
review of cancer clinical trials that are
largely funded by Federal agencies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1966.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. MFUME).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Mary-
land will control the balance of the
time of the majority.

There was no objection.

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chair of the Energy and Commerce
Committee, Mr. PALLONE of New Jer-
sey. I appreciate his oversight of this
bill and the way his committee has
moved us to where we are today.

Mr. PALLONE and I go way back.
When I left this body some time ago, I
didn’t know I would come back and he
would be chair of the committee, but I
couldn’t think of a better person.

I also say to Mr. WALDEN, the rank-
ing member from Oregon, that the
body obviously will miss you. And as
you heard on both sides of the aisle
with the comments that have been
made, people have respected your lead-
ership and the leadership that you have
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brought to that committee both as
ranking member and as chair. By the
way, let me tell you, there is life after
Congress. I went out and found 24 years
of it before coming back. So best of ev-
erything to you, sir.

Members of the body, if I might, let
me just talk a bit about a distin-
guished, in my opinion, woman whose
picture is here beside me. Her name
was Henrietta Lacks. She was born 100
years ago in Roanoke, Virginia.

Mrs. Lacks and her husband and her
family later moved to Baltimore Coun-
ty in 1941, seeking, as a lot of people
did, what they thought were jobs that
were available the further north you
moved. They moved to an area near
what was known as the old Bethlehem
Steel Plant. Henrietta and her family
lived not far from me and my family in
a segregated Black enclave known as
Turner Station.

Ironically, Mrs. Lacks got ill. In 1951,
as a young mother, she went to the
hospital complaining of vaginal bleed-
ing. She went to Johns Hopkins at the
time, which was one of the few hos-
pitals that African Americans could go
to and be treated.

Upon examination, gynecologists dis-
covered a large, malignant tumor in
her cervix. During her treatment there,
two cell samples were taken from Mrs.
Lacks and from her cervix without her
permission and without her knowledge.
One sample was healthy tissue, the
other sample was cancerous tissue. And
these samples were given to a physi-
cian and a cancer researcher at Hop-
kins to study.

What this researcher would soon dis-
cover was that Mrs. Lacks’ cells were
unlike any others he had ever seen.
Where other cells would die, Mrs.
Lacks’ cells doubled every 20 to 24
hours.
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This continued after her death.

The cells from the cancerous sample
became known eventually as the HeLa
immortal cell line.

The HeLa immortal cell line is the
oldest and the most commonly used
human cell line in scientific research
anywhere in the world. The cell line
was found to be remarkably durable
and prolific, which allows its use exten-
sively in scientific study. This was the
first human cell line to prove to be suc-
cessful in in vitro studies, which was a
scientific achievement with profound
implications on the future and pro-
found benefits to medical research.

HeLa cells can divide an unlimited
number of times in a laboratory cell
culture plate as long as fundamental
cell survival conditions are met and
sustained. There are, as we have come
to know over time, many strains of
HeLa cells as they continue to mutate
in other cell cultures, but all HeLa
cells are descended from the same
tumor cells once removed from Mrs.
Lacks. The total number of HeLa cells
that have been propagated in cell cul-
ture far exceeds the number of cells
that were in her body.
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Today, these incredible cells are used
to study the effects of toxins, drugs,
hormones, and viruses on the growth of
cancer cells without having to experi-
ment on humans while that is being
done. They have been used to test the
effects of a number of different things:
radiations, poisons, to study the
human genome, and to learn more
about how all viruses ultimately work,
and they have played a crucial role in
the development of the polio vaccine.

When Jonas Salk was so close to get-
ting to what he thought was an effec-
tive vaccine, Dr. Salk tested the vac-
cine against the cells, and the cells di-
rected him to make the vaccine even
more potent.

The NIH analyzed and evaluated sci-
entific literature over the course of
time involving HeLa cells and found
that over 110,000 publications cited the
use of those cells from 1953 to 2018. So
this analysis, I think, further high-
lights the persistent impact of HeLa
cells in science and in medicine, prov-
ing that they have been a consistent
and essential tool that has allowed re-
searchers to expand their knowledge
base in fields such as cancer biology,
infectious disease, and many, many
other areas.

There is so much to be said about Ms.
Lacks, who died in that same Black,
poor enclave many, many years ago,
but to her credit and to the credit of
all science, her living clearly was not
in vain, and her death has proven
something that nobody ever antici-
pated at the time: that there could
even be such a cell that would continue
to develop and mutate long beyond the
donor’s ability to live.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. MFUME) for bring-
ing us this legislation and for his very
kind comments about my service and
the future that lies ahead of me, per-
haps. I appreciate his leadership and
his kind words.

I, too, rise today to speak on H.R.
1966, the Henrietta Lacks Enhancing
Cancer Research Act of 2019, which was
sponsored by the late, great Represent-
ative Elijah Cummings originally.

This bill is named after Henrietta
Lacks, a woman of color who donated
her cells, without her knowledge and
consent, to Johns Hopkins in 1951, be-
ginning what was the first human cell
line able to reproduce indefinitely.

Her cells have been used in bio-
medical research around the world.

H.R. 1966 requires the Government
Accountability Office, or the GAO, to
study how Federal agencies have ad-
dressed barriers to participation in
cancer clinical trials by individuals
from underrepresented populations and
to provide recommendations for ad-
dressing such barriers.

The intent of the bill is laudable, as
racial and ethnic minorities are cur-
rently underrepresented in clinical
trials.
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I know that has been an issue even in
the COVID trials. I have talked to the
people who have developed these vac-
cines, and this is a real issue they face,
trying to get the right mix to reflect
the community and make sure that ev-
eryone who takes the various drugs
and vaccines are represented in these
trials.

It is a concern, because people of dif-
ferent ages, different races, different
ethnicities, they simply may react dif-
ferently to medical treatments. So we
have to get this right.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my friends
from Maryland for bringing this legis-
lation to the floor, and I, of course, pay
homage to Representative Cummings
for his initial leadership on this as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RUPPERSBERGER) of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 1966, and I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I proudly co-led this bill when it was
first introduced by our late friend, Eli-
jah Cummings, in honor of the extraor-
dinary life and legacy of a Baltimore
native, Henrietta Lacks.

Although Congressman Cummings
has passed on and remains deeply
missed, I am proud and grateful that
Congressman MFUME has picked up the
mantle on this important legislation.

Without her knowledge or permis-
sion, doctors used Henrietta Lacks’
cells for medical research that eventu-
ally led to some of medicine’s most
critical breakthroughs, including de-
velopment of the polio vaccine, along
with treatments for cancer, HIV/AIDS,
leukemia, and Parkinson’s.

I can think of only a handful of
Marylanders or even Americans who
have contributed more to modern med-
icine than Henrietta Lacks. Her life-
saving contributions will continue to
advance cures for debilitating diseases
for generations to come.

Yet more than 70 years after Hen-
rietta Lacks’ death, many commu-
nities still face glaring health dispari-
ties. For example, while cancer inci-
dence rates are highest among non-His-
panic White females, non-Hispanic
Black females have the highest rate of
death.

Clinical trials are a key component
to advancing cancer research and
treatment, but 20 percent of cancer
clinical trials fail because of a lack of
patient enrollment, with racial and
ethnic minorities and older, rural, and
lower-income  Americans generally
underrepresented in such trials.

This bill examines access to govern-
ment-funded cancer clinical trials for
traditionally underrepresented groups,
but it is also about much more.

It is about giving credit where credit
has been long overdue, it is about en-
suring all Americans get the medical
treatments they deserve, and it is
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about ensuring clinical trials succeed
because they are inclusive.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. KEVIN
HERN).

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) for yielding.

I rise in support of H.R. 1966.

This legislation was first brought to
my attention by my constituent, Carla
Prothro, who is fighting cancer. We
talked about the way clinical trials im-
pact the treatments available for can-
cer patients. The trials very rarely re-
flect the population of cancer patients.

When women and minorities are
underrepresented in clinical trials, it
negatively impacts the results. About
one in five cancer trials fail because of
a lack of participation.

This bill addresses that by studying
the barriers to participation for under-
represented groups. We need to find
ways to reduce those barriers and en-
roll more patients from diverse back-
grounds.

My niece, Juniper, is 3 years old and
fighting stage 4 neuroblastoma. She is
just a little kid, but her short life has
already had so much pain. She has
spent a third of her life in the hospital.

Juniper is a fighter, though, and she
has so many people who love her and
are praying for her.

Bills like this help Juniper and Carla
and millions of cancer patients around
the world. Every step forward in cancer
research is important. Every bit of
progress gets us closer to a better
world.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote in support of H.R. 1966 today.

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I don’t
have any other speakers on my side. I
encourage Members to support this
really important legislation, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I would
inquire how much time remains on my
side.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. MFUME)
has 10%2 minutes.

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

My thanks, again, to the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) and the oth-
ers who have spoken on behalf of this,
including Congressman RUPPERS-
BERGER, who has been, as he indicated,
a part of this effort for a while.

And that while goes all the way back
to the other reason that I am here
today, and that is my friend of 42 years
and a Member of this body for 23 years,
the late Elijah Cummings, who origi-
nally introduced this bill before his
death, and a commitment that I made
to he and to others long ago that,
working outside of the Congress, I
would be supportive of him.

But now that I am inside, I wanted to
make sure that I got unanimous con-
sent from this body, as I did a month
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or so back, to be able to assume the
leadership of this bill, its sponsorship,
and to move it forward, and we have
been doing all that we could to get to
this point.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would be re-
miss if I did not thank Mr. PALLONE
and Mr. WALDEN for their efforts.

Let me, if I might, just say a couple
of things, Mr. Speaker. It has been long
recognized that the burden of cancer is
not equal and not equivalent among
different racial and ethnic groups in
our society. In fact, there is a fourfold
increase, or disparity, in the number of
Black people diagnosed with cancer in
this country as compared with the pro-
portion of Black people participating
in clinical trials.

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
WALDEN) mentioned how sensitive this
is right now as we are trying to work
with drug companies to come up with a
number of vaccines. And whether it
was the Pfizer trial or the Moderna
trial, one thing is clear: there has
never seemed to be enough persons of
ethnic backgrounds, particularly Afri-
can Americans and Latinos, who are
participating in these trials.

To underscore this more, let me re-
mind you that 20 percent of Alz-
heimer’s patients in this country are
African American, but only 3 to 10 per-
cent are the trial participants in clin-
ical trials.

As I said, COVID is a disease with a
roughly twofold higher rate of diag-
nosis and mortality between African
Americans and other populations.

So all of that, in the aggregate, real-
ly stresses the need for a more diverse
research participatory effort in order
to fully understand, comprehensively
deal with, and cure these diseases.

Clinical trials are an essential step in
advancing potential new cancer treat-
ments. We know that. Patient partici-
pation in those trials is absolutely cru-
cial to their success.

Now, many patients will express a
willingness to participate in clinical
research, yet only a small fraction of
those persons do actually do that.

In terms of the larger African-Amer-
ican community, some of the barriers
that have existed continue to exist.
People can’t take time off from their
job to participate and be studied in a
clinical trial, or, more importantly,
there is this level of distrust.

The distrust, particularly among Af-
rican Americans, goes back to 1932,
when our government, through the
United States Public Health Service,
oversaw and gave authorization for
what was to become known as the infa-
mous Tuskegee Study, where 600 Black
men, without their knowledge, without
their approval or consent, were in-
jected with syphilis and told that they
were being treated for something alto-
gether different.

Those 600 men lived and watched
their bodies change. Many of them may
had reinfected others. They suffered a
great deal of pain. And nowhere during
that time did the government step in
and say, ‘‘Stop it.”
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That Tuskegee study, which many of
us grew up hearing about, is something
that lurks in the minds of a lot of Afri-
can Americans about why you can’t
trust the government on research when
it comes to your body. The shame that
went with that ought to be a collective
shame that all of us in this country
feel.

We are beyond 1932. People are still
getting ill. There are all sorts of infec-
tious diseases. We need vaccines, and
we have to find a way now to partici-
pate in that process and to find a way
to get beyond the things that hold us
back.

But in this instance, I just thought it
was important to mention why that re-
luctance tends to exist.

Racial and ethnic groups, and older
Americans, rural Americans, and poor
Americans, are all the groups that still
remain underrepresented in cancer
clinical trials. Without action, these
groups will continue to face barriers in
terms of enrollment in cancer and
other clinical trials, which then de-
prive many Americans from access to
effective treatments and effective
interventions.

Mr. Speaker, I close by reminding us
how we began, and that is with the
story, the life, and the lesson of Hen-
rietta Lacks, who died at an early age,
a mother of five who came north seek-
ing employment, who developed an ill-
ness, who got treated, and who, with-
out her knowledge or consent, had cells
taken out of her body that were not
cancerous—in addition to the can-
cerous cells—only to miraculously find
that there was something very, very
special about Ms. Lacks and her bio-
logical makeup: a cell that continued
to mutate and to mutate and to double
long after it was taken from her body,
long after her death, and even now has
created 110,000 studies about this mi-
raculous cell, which we call HeLa, that
has been the basis of research, Nobel
award-winning research, in the years
that followed.

My thanks to all of you for partici-
pating and for understanding the pas-
sion that drove Elijah on this, that
drives me on this.

I want to thank the Lacks family,
the Henrietta Lacks Foundation.

I want to thank the American Cancer
Society, the National Institute of Mi-
nority Health and Health Disparities,
Research America, and all the other or-
ganizations that continue to fight to
bring about some sort of balance and
equity in the whole issue of research
and clinical trials.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 1966, the Henrietta Lacks Enhancing
Cancer Research Act. | urge my colleagues to
support this bill in honor of two Baltimoreans
who changed the world—Henrietta Lacks and
Representative Elijah Cummings.

Representative  Cummings introduced this
legislation to help address the barriers facing
minority, low-income, and underrepresented
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groups when it comes to enrolling in federally-
funded clinical cancer trials. He named it after
Henrietta Lacks to honor the role she and her
tumor samples played in breakthroughs for
cancer, HIV/AIDS, leukemia, polio, and Parkin-
son’s disease. Henrietta Lacks’ tumor samples
were used without her or her family’s knowl-
edge or consent and her contribution has
been overlooked for decades. This legislation
will begin to correct that wrong, while also im-
proving access to medical research for African
Americans and other underrepresented
groups.

Representative Cummings dedicated his
Congressional career to ensuring underrep-
resented groups had access to health care.
He championed policies to improve health eg-
uity by lowering drug prices and improving
maternal care for African American women.
I'm pleased that this bill will be added to his
legacy and | thank Representative MFUME for
ensuring the advancement of this bill.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1966, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————————

REQUIRING SECRETARY OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
TO CONSIDER CERTAIN RECOG-
NIZED SECURITY PRACTICES

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 7898) to amend title XXX of the
Public Health Services Act to provide
for a technical correction to provide
the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Service cer-
tain authorities with respect to inves-
tigations of information blocking, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 7898

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RECOGNITION OF SECURITY PRAC-
TICES.

Part 1 of subtitle D of the Health Informa-
tion Technology for Economic and Clinical
Health Act (42 U.S.C. 17931 et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 13412. RECOGNITION OF SECURITY PRAC-
TICES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with the au-
thority of the Secretary under sections 1176
and 1177 of the Social Security Act, when
making determinations relating to fines
under such section 1176 (as amended by sec-
tion 13410) or such section 1177, decreasing
the length and extent of an audit under sec-
tion 13411, or remedies otherwise agreed to
by the Secretary, the Secretary shall con-
sider whether the covered entity or business
associate has adequately demonstrated that
it had, for not less than the previous 12
months, recognized security practices in
place that may—
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‘(1) mitigate fines under section 1176 of the
Social Security Act (as amended by section
13410);

‘“(2) result in the early, favorable termi-
nation of an audit under section 13411; and

‘“(3) mitigate the remedies that would oth-
erwise be agreed to in any agreement with
respect to resolving potential violations of
the HIPAA Security rule (part 160 of title 45
Code of Federal Regulations and subparts A
and C of part 164 of such title) between the
covered entity or business associate and the
Department of Health and Human Services.

*“(b) DEFINITION AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVI-
SIONS.—

‘(1) RECOGNIZED SECURITY PRACTICES.—The
term ‘recognized security practices’ means
the standards, guidelines, best practices,
methodologies, procedures, and processes de-
veloped under section 2(c)(15) of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology Act,
the approaches promulgated under section
405(d) of the Cybersecurity Act of 2015, and
other programs and processes that address
cybersecurity and that are developed, recog-
nized, or promulgated through regulations
under other statutory authorities. Such
practices shall be determined by the covered
entity or business associate, consistent with
the HIPAA Security rule (part 160 of title 45
Code of Federal Regulations and subparts A
and C of part 164 of such title).

‘(2) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as providing the Secretary
authority to increase fines under section 1176
of the Social Security Act (as amended by
section 13410), or the length, extent or quan-
tity of audits under section 13411, due to a
lack of compliance with the recognized secu-
rity practices.

¢(3) NO LIABILITY FOR NONPARTICIPATION.—
Subject to paragraph (4), nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to subject a covered
entity or business associate to liability for
electing not to engage in the recognized se-
curity practices defined by this section.

‘(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
Secretary’s authority to enforce the HIPAA
Security rule (part 160 of title 45 Code of
Federal Regulations and subparts A and C of
part 164 of such title), or to supersede or con-
flict with an entity or business associate’s
obligations under the HIPAA Security
rule.”.

SEC. 2. TECHNICAL CORRECTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3022(b) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300jj—
52(b)) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(4) APPLICATION OF AUTHORITIES UNDER IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL ACT OF 1978.—In carrying
out this subsection, the Inspector General
shall have the same authorities as provided
under section 6 of the Inspector General Act
of 1978 (6 U.S.C. App.).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as if
included in the enactment of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114-255).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
7898.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in 2016, the Energy and
Commerce Committee led the charge in
passing the 21st Century Cures Act.

In addition to investing billions in
cutting-edge research and opioid abuse
prevention and treatment, the Cures
Act also included several provisions re-
lated to improving the interoperability
of health information technology. Spe-
cifically, the act defined the practice of
information blocking. It also provided
the Department of Health and Human
Services Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral, or OIG, with the authority to in-
vestigate and levy penalties on entities
found to be engaging in information
blocking.

Examples of information blocking
could include a developer placing un-
necessary restrictions on authorized
exchanges of information. Another ex-
ample would be when a developer im-
plements their electronic health
record, EHR, technology in such a non-
standard way that it becomes incred-
ibly difficult to exchange a patient’s
health information with a system not
owned by that developer.

Practices like these simply stand in
the way of patients accessing their own
data and carrying their data with them
as they move between plans and pro-
viders.

I am pleased that the Office of the
National Coordinator for Health Infor-
mation Technology, ONC, and the OIG
have worked since the passage of the
Cures Act to implement these impor-
tant policies.

The bill before us today, H.R. 7898,
provides for a technical correction to
the Cures Act to ensure that the OIG
has the authority they fully need to
enforce the information blocking pro-
hibitions.

H.R. 7898 also includes another
health IT-related policy that was part
of a bipartisan, bicameral health agree-
ment released by the Energy and Com-
merce Committee and the Senate Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions last December.

This policy incentivizes healthcare
entities to adopt strong cybersecurity
practices by encouraging the Secretary
of HHS to consider entities’ adoption of
recognized cybersecurity practices
when conducting audits or admin-
istering HIPAA fines.

Cyberattacks are increasingly a
major concern for healthcare providers.
It is important that we acknowledge
those providers that are acting in good
faith and doing everything in their
power to safeguard patient data.

This provision encourages providers
to follow widely recognized best prac-
tices in the field with the goal of help-
ing all providers be better prepared for
potential cybersecurity attacks.

These both are commonsense poli-
cies, and I urge my colleagues to join
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me in supporting them. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 7898, a technical corrections bill
introduced by Dr. BURGESS.

The 21st Century Cures Act had a
major provision, led by Dr. BURGESS,
regarding information blocking. This is
a process where a healthcare provider
or an electronic healthcare record ven-
dor will not move a patient’s data be-
tween care settings or erects signifi-
cant technological or financial barriers
to do so.

The 21st Century Cures Act was sig-
nificant in that it banned the practice
of information blocking, which is a key
patient protection and an effort to
transform our healthcare delivery sys-
tem. Patient access and control over
personal health information should be
at the center of our efforts in securing
high-quality and patient-driven care.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee delivered this win for patients,
and today, we need to make a minor
but very important technical correc-
tion to ensure our policy is enforced.

H.R. 7898 would clarify the authority
of the Department of Health and
Human Services inspector general re-
garding information blocking, to make
crystal clear that the IG has the au-
thority to enforce this ban, to go after
bad actors, and to protect patient ac-
cess to personal health data.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS),
the author of this provision and our
ranking member, the top member on
the Republican side, on the Health
Subcommittee.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for the recognition.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
7898, once again, to clarify the enforce-
ment and investigative authorities of
the inspector general at the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
with respect to health record informa-
tion blocking.

In 2016, as has been stated, Congress
passed the bipartisan 21st Century
Cures Act with the goal of closing the
gap between innovation and our Na-
tion’s regulatory process. Throughout
the drafting of Cures, I made it a pri-
ority to address important health in-
formation technology issues, including
interoperability and the prevention of
information blocking.

I am a physician, but I am also a pa-
tient, and I am acutely aware of the
frustrations surrounding the difficulty
of a patient accessing their medical
records. Patients should control their
own medical data. Yet, if a patient and
their doctor have difficulty in access-
ing electronic health records, the pa-
tient’s care may suffer.

In the Cures bill, Congress provided
the tools necessary for doctors and pa-
tients to better coordinate their care
through the sharing of patient data.

The Office of the National Coordi-
nator for Health Information Tech-
nology promulgated a rule that out-
lines what is permissible. This rule,
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which was finalized this past May,
aims to allow patients to seamlessly
access their electronic health informa-
tion.

This bill, H.R. 7898, is needed in order
to ensure that there is a smooth and ef-
fective implementation and to allow
for the inspector general of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to
enforce this rule.

In the context of this coronavirus
pandemic, I think we have all seen the
importance of allowing the efficient
flow of a patient’s medical records so
that patients and their doctors can
have informed conversations about
their care plans.

Also of importance is ensuring pa-
tient privacy and ensuring that it is
protected and that information is se-
cure. H.R. 7898 builds on the sections of
the 21st Century Cures Act and encour-
ages healthcare entities to adopt
strong cybersecurity practices, which
are essential in protecting patient data
from bad actors.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentleman from Texas an addi-
tional 1 minute.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Finally, I would like to point to the
bipartisan, bicameral support of H.R.
7898, which was included in title V of
the Lower Health Care Costs package
in the Senate. We have both Chambers
and both parties coming to an agree-
ment, and that is a positive sign. It
certainly indicates the importance of
this legislation.

It is for these reasons that I encour-
age Members to vote in favor of H.R.
7898. Again, I thank the ranking mem-
ber for his years of friendship and serv-
ice to the committee.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I was hoping I wasn’t
going to have to make this statement
about GREG WALDEN retiring because 1
really didn’t want him to retire. I
guess I kept hoping that he wouldn’t or
that he would still be here in some
fashion—and he will be in some fash-
ion.

But I wanted to thank him for 20
years of extraordinary service on the
Energy and Commerce Committee, in
particular. And I want to particularly
thank him for his Ileadership and
friendship over the last 4 years as he
served as the top Republican on the
committee.

During those first 2 years, he chaired
the committee, and then over the last
2 years, he served as the ranking mem-
ber. Our committee, as he knows and I
think a lot of people know, has a long
and proud tradition of bipartisanship,
and GREG has really been a great part-
ner, particularly over the last year as
we faced the unprecedented challenges
of COVID-19.

We have worked very closely over the
last 11 months on all the legislation
that was signed into law to respond to

The
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the pandemic. Among those laws was
the CARES Act, which provided essen-
tial assistance to the American people,
healthcare workers, hospitals, small
businesses, and State and local govern-
ment. We have taken some significant
steps, but the work continues as we
hope to complete another COVID-19 re-
lief package in the coming days before
we adjourn.

Prior to the pandemic this year, we
were able to come together over the
last 4 years, thanks to GREG’s leader-
ship, to pass a lot of other substantial
bills that actually became law.

We passed comprehensive legislation
to address the opioid epidemic by ex-
panding treatment to people fighting
opioid use disorder and supporting
those affected by the opioid crisis.

We reauthorized the Safe Drinking
Water Act for the first time in 20 years.

We eliminated annoying robocalls—I
don’t know, ‘‘eliminating” may not be
accurate, but we eliminated a lot of
them.

We passed the RAY BAUM’S Act,
named after the late Republican staff
director of the committee and GREG’S
longtime friend, which reauthorized
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion for the first time in 28 years.

I know the law is very important to
GREG, not only because it was named
after Ray but also because of GREG’s
longtime love for broadcasting.

Of course, not everything is bipar-
tisan. He will probably never forget his
initiation as chairman. His first full
committee markup—as was already
mentioned by other colleagues—was
the longest markup in the Energy and
Commerce Committee’s history, 27
hours as we debated the Republican Af-
fordable Care Act repeal bill. That was
really baptism by fire.

At the end of the day, I am going to
remember GREG most for the commit-
ment he made day in and day out to
help everyday Americans. It is really
special.

A lot of people have a bad opinion of
Congress. They think that we come
here for self-aggrandizement because
somehow we want to get a better job
after we leave—not that there is one—
or that we are trying to help our fami-
lies or trying to help special interests.
The one thing I will say about GREG is
that none of that is true.
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One thing I will say about GREG is
that none of that is true. He has a
strong dose of humility, and humility
is something that I would say often-
times is lacking, not just in Congress,
but in general. Sometimes I wonder if
people even value it as something that
they cherish. But certainly GREG does.
He is not only humble, he really cares
about everyone, and he is not just out
for himself.

I also want to thank his wife,
Mylene, for sharing him with us for all
these years. We are going to miss
GREG, and we will miss Mylene also.

GREG, I wish you nothing but the
best in your future endeavors. I have
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been hearing different rumors from
other Members. EARL actually told me
about some trip you took in the moun-
tains in Oregon.

Everybody is sort of secret about
these different things that he is doing,
but I suspect that they are going to be
endeavors that he loves and that, when
I hear about them, will be fantastic.

I just feel bad about even making
this speech about his leaving, but that
is the way it is, and I am going to miss
him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

To my friends in this assembly,
thank you for your friendship.

To the chairman of the committee,
we have developed a wonderful rela-
tionship. Sometimes your staff and our
staff spar, but we are a family, and
families do disagree from time to time.
But generally speaking, we are headed
in the same direction, and that direc-
tion is making America a better place
for everyone and solving problems. So I
am very thankful for your very gen-
erous and kind comments, Mr. Chair-
man.

Mr. Speaker, I will say it has been a
real delight and joy to work with the
chairman of the Energy and Commerce
Committee. I would have to admit it
was a more delight and joy to work
with the ranking member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee when I
was chairman, but that is the way of
the world, and that is democracy. We
switched roles and handed off the gavel
in peace, and we began to approach
issues from a different angle but with
the same mission.

Mr. Speaker, as 2020 comes to a
thankful close—I think we are all
ready to get it behind us—so does my
22 years of public service in this incred-
ible crucible of democracy, the United
States House of Representatives.

I want to start by thanking my wife
of 38 years, and our son, who is 30,
Mylene and Anthony. They have al-
ways supported me during my three
decades of State and Federal service,
all the campaigns, all the meetings,
and all the times away. I know my col-
leagues will understand this when I say
I will never fully understand all that
they sacrificed so that I could fulfill
my duty in office, but I do know it was
a lot.

I also want to thank my terrific staff
over the years, and especially those
who helped me build and lead such suc-
cessful organizations, including my
two personal office chiefs of staff of
over 22 years, Brian MacDonald and
Lorissa Bounds, terrific leaders both;
my executive directors at the NRCC
when I ran the Republican campaign
organization, Liesl Hickey and Rob
Simms; and my staff directors at the
Energy and Commerce Committee.

You have heard of the late great Ray
Baum, my colleague dating clear back
to the late eighties in the Oregon Leg-
islature and then all the way through
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just a couple years ago when he passed
away of cancer. Mike Bloomquist and
Ryan Long also did such terrific work
heading up the best committee in Con-
gress.

I want to thank the professional
staff, many of whom have been on the
floor today, my personal staff in Or-
egon and Washington, D.C. We rely so
much on these very smart and talented
people, and the country is well-served
by their work.

I want to thank the thousands of vol-
unteers and supporters of my cam-
paigns over the years. We did it to-
gether, and I would like to believe we
did it for the right reasons: to leave
our State and to leave our country bet-
ter places than we found them.

I also want to thank some important
mentors in my life.

Of course, I would have to start with
my parents, who grew up with nothing
during the Great Depression. They
taught me the importance of giving
back to the community, of working
hard, and of always being honest and
seldom being judgmental.

I want to thank those along the way
who gave me some interesting career
opportunities.

My freshman year in college was
spent at the University of Alaska Fair-
banks. I want to thank the folks at
KTVEF and the old KFRB Mighty Nine-
ty in Fairbanks who put a 17-year-old
kid in charge of producing and direct-
ing the 11 o’clock TV news. I had never
been in a TV studio before, and sud-
denly, as a freshman in college, I was
working every night doing that.

To Roger Martin, Vic Atiyeh, Gary
Wilhelms, and Denny Smith, I learned
so much from working for each of you.

To former Oregon Speaker Larry
Campbell, time and again you showed
Oregon how principled leadership pro-
duces good results. So it was great
sport serving alongside you in the Or-
egon House.

Of course, I want to thank the
church, school, and scout leaders who
influenced my life in such a positive
way. I would give a shout-out to the
late Barl Fowler. He was my high
school vice principal and student body
officer adviser whose counsel, when I
was student body president at Hood
River Valley High School, was as valu-
able then as it is now.

I remember one of the things he told
us as student leaders was: ‘“When there
is a leadership vacuum, fill it.”” He ex-
pected us to step up, to lead, and to
take on challenges.

I am indeed thankful for the oppor-
tunity the people of Oregon have given
me to represent them in the United
States House of Representatives. It is a
responsibility I have always taken seri-
ously as I faithfully tried to do my best
to represent them. After all, this is
their office, not mine. I was simply en-
trusted to use the powers bestowed upon it
for their benefit, something I never forgot. It
is part of why I have returned home nearly
every weekend and will soon—whenever we
wrap up business here—complete my 644th
round trip back home.
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My team and I put special emphasis
on taking care of the men and women
who wear or have worn our Nation’s
uniform and defended America’s free-
dom:

We helped thousands of Oregon vet-
erans and families receive the benefits
they earned and deserved.

We worked to strengthen the mission
at Kingsley Air Field and open vet-
erans clinics throughout the commu-
nity and the district.

We helped save the veterans facility
in White City.

America is blessed to have those
brave men and women who risk their
lives so that we can enjoy ours in
peace. America owes them a debt we
can never fully repay.

Having grown up on a cherry orchard
outside of The Dalles, Oregon, I always
had great admiration for those who
farm and ranch and feed us. I worked
hard to protect their way of life, de-
fending farmers and ranchers from bad
policy proposals. I stood up for their
water rights. I protected their land and
ranching way of life.

I am especially proud of the Steens
Mountain Cooperative Management
and Protection Act and the collabo-
rative approach that it envisioned.

Moreover, I supported ag research
and water conservation efforts
throughout the district. And while we
made much progress on both fronts, my
one regret is that we could never find
the key to unlocking a durable and fair
solution to the water crisis in the
Klamath Basin that could also pass in
the Congress.

We did make progress to improve for-
est management, even though I am dis-
appointed Congress has dragged its feet
in enacting much-needed reforms to
make our Federal forests healthier and
more resilient to climate change.

It was 17 years ago last week that
President Bush signed the Healthy For-
est Restoration Act into law. Hope-
fully, in the next Congress, you all will
heed the guidance of our Yale forestry
graduate and colleague, BRUCE
WESTERMAN, to modernize how we man-
age this great American resource be-
fore the rest of it goes up in smoke.

Having spent 6 years as chair of the
Telecommunications Subcommittee, I
am really proud of the bipartisan work
we did together to open up spectrum
for advanced communications; enact
FirstNet, our first responders’ new
interoperable broadband network; and
to expand access to high-speed inter-
net, although much work still remains
to fully connect all Americans to high-
speed broadband.

With the RAY BAUM’S Act, we even
reauthorized and modernized the FCC,
and, as you heard, that hadn’t been
done in a couple of decades.

When I had the great privilege and
honor to chair the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, we took on the
deadly epidemic of drug overdose and
combined more than 60 bipartisan
pieces of legislation into the SUPPORT
Act, which, while focused on the opioid
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crisis, actually was much bigger than
that and provided support for our com-
munities to help all with addiction.

We modernized our mental health
laws, stepped up medical research, and
fully funded the Children’s Health In-
surance Program for a decade—some-
thing that had never been done before.

We modernized the FDA and its ap-
proval processes for medicines and
medical devices, and thank goodness
we did. Some of these changes have al-
ready proven their value during this
pandemic.

I am proud to have done my part to
help enact Medicare part D, which fi-
nally brought more affordable medi-
cines to America’s seniors. While we
need to update this law, it is a fact
that Medicare part D has been a god-
send to seniors who no longer have to
board buses to foreign countries to get
lifesaving medicines.

We also unleashed a cleaner energy
revolution in America that created
thousands of new jobs and reduces
America’s carbon emissions, too. En-
ergy innovation holds the opportunity
for a strong economy and a healthier
environment.

Mr. Speaker, as you can tell, I am
pretty passionate about good public
policy, and I have really enjoyed this
opportunity in serving with all of you.
I think we can use our resources we
have among ourselves in Congress to
get good things done for the American
people.

It wasn’t easy to decide to volun-
tarily leave this wonderful institution,
but I had long ago decided I didn’t
want to get voted out—and I don’t
think that was going to happen—or
carried out. I was confident I would
win reelection, and my health is good,
so I leave on my own terms, feeling
good about that which I have helped
improve in the lives of those who en-
trusted me election after election.

I leave feeling positive about the
ability to get good policy done right
here in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. In fact, we just worked through a
slate of bipartisan bills again today.

I will miss this process, and I will
miss you, my colleagues. Always re-
member how important the work you
do here is and how much the fate of the
American way of life rests in your
hands every time you put that voting
card in one of these machines.

I am a big fan of Theodore Roosevelt.
His writings have also had an impact
on my life. Just as my high school ad-
viser encouraged us to fill leadership
vacuums, so did Roosevelt laud those
who climbed into the arena. So I close
with President Roosevelt’s words:

“It is not the critic who counts; not
the man who points out how the strong
man stumbles, or where the doer of
deeds could have done them better. The
credit belongs to the man who is actu-
ally in the arena, whose face is marred
by dust and sweat and blood; who
strives valiantly; who errs, who comes
short again and again, because there is
no effort without error and short-
coming; but who does actually strive to
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do the deeds; who knows great enthu-
siasms, the great devotions; who
spends himself in a worthy cause; who
at the best knows in the end the tri-
umph of high achievement, and who at
the worst, if he fails, at least fails
while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and
timid souls who neither know victory
nor defeat.”

God bless you, my colleagues, family,
and friends, and may God bless the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for passage of the bill, and I
also yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7898, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend the Health
Information Technology for Economic
and Clinical Health Act to require the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to consider certain recognized se-
curity practices of covered entities and
business associates when making cer-
tain determinations, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2020.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2020, at 11:54 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to Relative to the
death of the Honorable Paul Spyros Sar-
banes, former United States Senator for the
State of Maryland S. Res. 797.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 51.

That the Senate agrees to House amend-
ment to the bill S. 1869.

That the Senate passed S. 3325.

That the Senate passed S. 3729.

That the Senate passed S. 4138.

That the Senate passed S. 4460.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 5663.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2021, AND OTHER
EXTENSIONS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 8900) making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year
2021, and for other purposes, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 343, nays 67,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 240]

YEAS—343

Adams Davis (CA) Horsford
Aguilar Davis, Danny K.  Houlahan
Allred Davis, Rodney Hoyer
Amodei Dean Hudson
Armstrong DeFazio Huffman
Axne DeGette Huizenga
Bacon DeLauro Hurd (TX)
Baird DelBene Jackson Lee
Balderson Delgado Jacobs
Barr Demings Jayapal
Barragan DeSaulnier Jeffries
Bass Deutch Johnson (GA)
Beatty Diaz-Balart Johnson (LA)
Bera Dingell Johnson (SD)
Bergman Doggett Johnson (TX)
Beyer Doyle, Michael Joyce (OH)
Bilirakis F. Joyce (PA)
Bishop (GA) Emmer Kaptur
Blumenauer Engel Katko
Blunt Rochester  Escobar Keating
Bonamici Eshoo Kelly (IL)
Bost Espaillat Kelly (PA)
Boyle, Brendan Estes Kennedy

F. Evans Khanna
Brady Ferguson Kildee
Brindisi Finkenauer Kilmer
Brooks (IN) Fitzpatrick Kim
Brown (MD) Fleischmann Kind
Brownley (CA) Fletcher King (NY)
Buchanan Flores Kinzinger
Bucshon Fortenberry Kirkpatrick
Burgess Foster Krishnamoorthi
Bustos Foxx (NC) Kuster (NH)
Butterfield Frankel Kustoff (TN)
Carbajal Fudge LaHood
Cardenas Gabbard LaMalfa
Carson (IN) Gallego Lamb
Carter (GA) Garamendi Langevin

Cartwright Garcia (CA) Larsen (WA)
Case Garcla (IL) Larson (CT)
Casten (IL) Garcia (TX) Latta
Castor (FL) Gianforte Lawrence
Castro (TX) Golden Lawson (FL)
Chabot Gomez Lee (CA)
Chu, Judy Gonzalez (OH) Lee (NV)
Cicilline Gonzalez (TX) Lesko
Cisneros Gottheimer Levin (CA)
Clark (MA) Granger Levin (MI)
Clarke (NY) Graves (MO) Lieu, Ted
Clay Green, Al (TX) Lipinski
Cleaver Griffith Loebsack
Clyburn Grijalva Lofgren
Cohen Grothman Lowenthal
Cole Guest Lowey
Comer Guthrie Luetkemeyer
Connolly Haaland Lujan
Cooper Hagedorn Luria
Correa Hall Lynch
Costa Harder (CA) Malinowski
Courtney Harris Maloney,
Cox (CA) Hartzler Carolyn B.
Craig Hastings Maloney, Sean
Crawford Hayes Matsui
Crenshaw Heck McAdams
Crist Herrera Beutler =~ McBath
Crow Higgins (NY) McCarthy
Cuellar Hill (AR) McCaul
Cunningham Himes McCollum
Curtis Holding McEachin
Davids (KS) Horn, Kendra S.  McGovern
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McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller
Moolenaar
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Olson
Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Reed

Rice (NY)
Richmond

Allen
Amash
Arrington
Babin
Banks
Biggs
Brooks (AL)
Buck
Budd
Burchett
Byrne
Cheney
Cline
Cloud
Conaway
Davidson (OH)
DesdJarlais
Duncan
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gibbs
Gohmert

Abraham
Aderholt
Bishop (NC)
Bishop (UT)
Calvert
Carter (TX)
Collins (GA)
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Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose (NY)
Rouda
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Shimkus
Simpson
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Speier
Stanton
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens

NAYS—67

Gooden
Gosar

Green (TN)
Hern, Kevin
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Hollingsworth
Jordan
Keller

Kelly (MS)
King (IA)
Lamborn
Long
Marshall
Massie

Mast
MecClintock
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Murphy (NC)
Norman
Palmer
Perry

Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiffany
Tipton
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres Small
(NM)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Upton
Van Drew
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walorski
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watkins
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wexton
Wild
Wilson (FL)
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Young
Zeldin

Posey

Rice (SC)
Rooney (FL)
Rose, John W.
Roy
Schweikert
Smith (MO)
Spano
Stauber
Taylor
Timmons
Walker
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Yoho

NOT VOTING—19

Dunn

Graves (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Loudermilk
Lucas
Marchant
Mitchell
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Reschenthaler
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Steube

Wright

Messrs. MARSHALL, WALZ, CLINE
of Virginia, and SMITH of Missouri

changed their vote from

unay.n

“yea’ to

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
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MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS

Barragan (Beyer)

Bera (Aguilar)

Bonamici (Clark
(MA))

Boyle, Brendan
F. (Jeffries)

Brownley (CA)
(Clark (MA))

Cardenas
(Cisneros)

Cohen (Beyer)

Costa (Cooper)

Cunningham
(Murphy (FL))

Dean (Scanlon)

DeSaulnier
(Matsui)

Deutch (Rice
(NY))

Doggett (Raskin)

Frankel (Clark
(MA))

Garamendi
(Sherman)

Grijalva (Garcia
(L))

Hastings
(Wasserman
Schultz)

Jayapal (Raskin)

Johnson (TX)
(Jeffries)

Kim (Davids
(X8))

Kind (Beyer)
Kirkpatrick
(Stanton)
Kuster (NH)
(Clark (MA))
Lamb (Crow)
Lawson (FL)
(Demings)
Lieu, Ted (Beyer)
Lofgren (Jeffries)
Lowenthal
(Beyer)
Lowey (Tonko)
McEachin
(Wexton)
Meng (Clark
(MA))

Moore (Beyer)
Mucarsel-Powell
(Wasserman

Schultz)
Nadler (Jeffries)
Napolitano

(Correa)
Pascrell

(Pallone)
Payne

(Wasserman

Schultz)
Peters (Kildee)
Peterson (Craig)
Pingree

(Cicilline)
Pocan (Raskin)

————
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Porter (Wexton)
Price (NC)
(Butterfield)
Richmond
(Butterfield)
Rooney (FL)
(Beyer)
Rouda (Aguilar)
Roybal-Allard
(Garcia (TX))
Ruiz (Dingell)
Rush
(Underwood)
Schneider
(Casten (IL))
Schrier
(DelBene)
Serrano
(Jeffries)
Titus (Connolly)
Tlaib (Dingell)
Trahan
(McGovern)
Vargas (Correa)
Velazquez
(Clarke (NY))
Watson Coleman
(Pallone)
Welch
(McGovern)
Wilson (FL)
(Hayes)

CEILING FAN IMPROVEMENT ACT

OF 2020

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 57568) to amend the
Energy Policy and Conservation Act to
make technical corrections to the en-
ergy conservation standard for ceiling
fans, and for other purposes, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 396, nays 2,
not voting 31, as follows:

[Roll No. 241]

YEAS—396

Adams Brindisi Clarke (NY)
Aguilar Brooks (AL) Clay
Allred Brooks (IN) Cleaver
Amash Brown (MD) Cline
Amodei Brownley (CA) Cloud
Armstrong Buchanan Clyburn
Arrington Buck Cohen
Axne Bucshon Cole
Babin Budd Comer
Bacon Burchett Conaway
Baird Burgess Connolly
Balderson Bustos Cooper
Banks Butterfield Correa
Barr Byrne Costa
Barragan Carbajal Courtney
Bass Cardenas Cox (CA)
Beatty Carson (IN) Craig
Bera Carter (GA) Crawford
Bergman Cartwright Crenshaw
Beyer Case Crist
Bilirakis Casten (IL) Crow
Bishop (GA) Castor (FL) Cuellar
Blumenauer Castro (TX) Cunningham
Blunt Rochester ~ Chabot Curtis
Bonamici Cheney Davids (KS)
Bost Chu, Judy Davidson (OH)
Boyle, Brendan Cicilline Davis (CA)

F. Cisneros Davis, Danny K.
Brady Clark (MA) Dayvis, Rodney

Dean
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Delgado
Demings
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.

Duncan
Emmer
Engel
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes

Evans
Ferguson
Finkenauer
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx (NC)
Frankel
Fulcher
Gabbard
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gianforte
Gibbs
Gohmert
Golden
Gomez
Gonzalez (OH)
Gonzalez (TX)
Gooden
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (MO)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Haaland
Hagedorn
Hall

Harder (CA)
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Hayes

Heck

Hern, Kevin
Herrera Beutler
Hice (GA)
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hollingsworth
Horn, Kendra S.
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hurd (TX)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Katko

Keller

Kelly (MS)

Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Kirkpatrick
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamb
Lamborn
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Levin (CA)
Levin (MI)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Lowenthal
Lowey
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Luria
Lynch
Malinowski
Maloney,
Carolyn B.
Maloney, Sean
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McAdams
McBath
McCarthy
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Morelle
Moulton
Mucarsel-Powell
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (NC)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunes
O’Halleran
Ocasio-Cortez
Olson
Omar
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan

Porter
Posey
Pressley
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Reed
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Riggleman
Roby
Rodgers (WA)
Roe, David P.
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose (NY)
Rose, John W.
Rouda
Rouzer
Roy
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Rutherford
Ryan
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Shalala
Sherman
Sherrill
Sires
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Soto
Spanberger
Speier
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Stewart
Stivers
Suozzi
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiffany
Timmons
Tipton
Titus
Tlaib
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres Small
(NM)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Upton
Van Drew
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watkins
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Watson Coleman Wild Woodall
Weber (TX) Williams Yarmuth
Welch Wilson (FL) Yoho
Wenstrup Wilson (SC) Young
Westerman Wittman Zeldin
Wexton Womack

NAYS—2
Marshall

Webster (FL)
NOT VOTING—31

Abraham Gosar Reschenthaler
Aderholt Graves (LA) Rooney (FL)
Allen Green (TN) Scott, Austin
Biggs Holding Sensenbrenner
Bishop (NC) Johnson (OH) Shimkus
Bishop (UT) Keating Simpson
Calvert Kelly (IL) Spano
Carter (TX) Loudermilk
Collins (GA) Lucas %tli;gi
Dunn Marchant
Fudge Mitchell

0O 1716

Mr. PERRY changed his vote from
“na,yw to uyea‘.w

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Ms. KELLY of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall No. 241.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
vote on H.R. 5758. Had | been present, |

would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 241.

MEMBERS RECORDED PURSUANT TO HOUSE
RESOLUTION 965, 116TH CONGRESS

Barragan (Beyer)

Bera (Aguilar)

Bonamici (Clark
(MA))

Boyle, Brendan
F. (Jeffries)

Brownley (CA)
(Clark (MA))

Cardenas
(Cisneros)

Cohen (Beyer)

Costa (Cooper)

Cunningham
(Murphy (FL))

Dean (Scanlon)

DeSaulnier
(Matsui)

Deutch (Rice
(NY))

Doggett (Raskin)

Frankel (Clark
(MA))

Garamendi
(Sherman)

Grijalva (Garcia
(L))

Hastings
(Wasserman
Schultz)

Jayapal (Raskin)

Johnson (TX)
(Jeffries)

Kim (Davids
(K8))

Kind (Beyer)

Kirkpatrick
(Stanton)

Kuster (NH)
(Clark (MA))

Lamb (Crow)

Lawson (FL)
(Demings)

Lieu, Ted (Beyer)

Lofgren (Jeffries)

Lowenthal
(Beyer)

Lowey (Tonko)

McEachin
(Wexton)

Meng (Clark
(MA))

Moore (Beyer)
Mucarsel-Powell
(Wasserman

Schultz)
Nadler (Jeffries)
Napolitano

(Correa)
Pascrell

(Pallone)
Payne

(Wasserman

Schultz)
Peters (Kildee)
Peterson (Craig)

Pingree
(Cicilline)
Pocan (Raskin)
Porter (Wexton)
Price (NC)
(Butterfield)
Richmond
(Butterfield)
Rouda (Aguilar)
Roybal-Allard
(Garcia (TX))
Ruiz (Dingell)
Rush
(Underwood)
Schneider
(Casten (IL))
Schrier
(DelBene)
Serrano
(Jeffries)
Titus (Connolly)
Tlaib (Dingell)
Trahan
(McGovern)
Vargas (Correa)
Velazquez
(Clarke (NY))
Watson Coleman
(Pallone)
Welch
(McGovern)
Wilson (FL)
(Hayes)

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1434

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to be removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 1434.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALLRED). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Wis-
consin?

There was no objection.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF RONALD ROGERS

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life and legacy
of Mr. Ronald Rogers. Ron dedicated
his life to public service and to cre-
ating opportunities for young people.

Ron was a proud member of the
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and a
graduate of Florida A&M University.
But above all, he was a proud graduate
of Jones High School, and he loved the
students with all of his heart and soul.

As founder and president of the Or-
lando chapter of 100 Black Men of
America, he worked hard to mentor
students and provide scholarships and
other resources to help them during
their college years.

Ron also served in numerous leader-
ship roles, including as city adminis-
trator for the historic town of
Eatonville, where his vision for
Eatonville helped pave the way for the
town’s success today.

Ron never stopped, paused, or ex-
haled. He had an unwavering sense of
urgency about serving his community,
about making his community better.

Ron Rogers truly made a difference
in the lives of others, and we are so
grateful for a life well-lived.

———

SUPPORTING OUR CORRECTIONS
OFFICERS

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, early
Monday morning, two corrections offi-
cers at Allenwood Federal penitentiary
in Union County, Pennsylvania, were
viciously assaulted in the line of duty
by an inmate.

While both Officer Sara Harvey and
Officer Dale Franquet were injured,
their heroic actions resulted in sub-
duing an armed and violent inmate and
preventing the inmate from harming
others.

Officer Harvey has since returned to
work, while Officer Franquet remains
in the hospital undergoing treatment.

Both of these individuals exemplify
sacrifice and service. They are true he-
roes.

This tragic incident is a stark re-
minder of the challenges our correc-
tions officers face on a daily basis. De-
spite great personal risk to themselves
and their families, corrections officers
go to work every day out of a deeply
rooted sense of service.

Our entire community is grateful for
these two corrections officers and
every person employed in the prison
who continue to stand guard.

As chairman of the BOP Reform Cau-
cus, I look forward to continuing to
work with my colleagues in Congress
to ensure that our corrections officers
have the resources and support they
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need to do their jobs effectively and,
most importantly, safely.

———

SALUTING KIMBERLY A. ROSS

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute and salute a person who
has dedicated 20 years of her life to this
institution, coming here in 2000 as a
young, brilliant regulatory attorney to
work in the Senate as a senior LA,
then to the House as a legislative di-
rector, then to be the staff attorney for
the House Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, and, finally, to my office as
chief of staff and counsel, the only
chief of staff I have had since 2013.

She is one of the most loyal, hardest
working, dedicated, and intelligent in-
dividuals I have worked with. I con-
sider it an honor to have worked with
her.

Her footprints are deep. They leave
an impression to guide others. Her
words of wisdom, generosity, historical
knowledge, quickness to speak, analyt-
ical thoughts, late night conversations,
and early morning pickups to work
make her my national treasure.

This woman is Kimberly Ross, Es-
quire, Chief of Staff, who serves faith-
fully to this institution and to me.

Kimberly, you have climbed every
mountain, now enjoy the view. Happy
retirement. And to you and your won-
derful husband, Bernard, good luck and
congratulations on your next venture.

———

BUCKET BRIGADE BREWING

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to recognize Bucket Brigade
Brewing in Cape May Courthouse in
south Jersey.

They actually were founded by two
identical twin brothers, Kurt and Karl
Hughes. The brothers are also fire-
fighters from Cape May County.

The Hughes family has a long, sto-
ried history in this great Nation, even
having a relative who signed the Dec-
laration of Independence. His name was
Thomas McKean.

The Bucket Brigade taproom was in-
spired by the rich history of Cape May
County’s small businesses. I was lucky
enough to swing by and visit with them
recently.

I want to thank them for their com-
mitment to south Jersey and to first
responders and partnering with the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Association
to assist those who are in real need.

Mr. Speaker, if you happen to be in
the area, make sure to grab a nice cold
beer.

I thank Kurt and Karl for all they do
for their community.

God bless you, and God bless Amer-
ica.
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HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES

(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about the importance of his-
torically Black colleges and univer-
sities.

For over 150 years, HBCUs have
played an important role in the edu-
cation, cultivation, and upward mobil-
ity of African Americans. But as the
Nation’s economy changes and shifts
firmly towards the information age,
our Nation’s HBCUs must be steadfast
in following this trend.

Software and technology startups are
the largest creators of new jobs and
wealth creation in this country in dec-
ades; however, there is an imbalance
for minorities to have access to this
opportunity. For example, less than 1
percent of all venture capital dollars
go to Black founders.

Software and technology startups are
the chance to build something from
nothing. Indeed, to do so is the Amer-
ican Dream.

We need to make that dream, the
tech startup dream, available to all mi-
norities and overlooked communities.
This program, Startup the HBCUs, can
significantly increase the number of
minorities that work in the high-tech
field and increase the number of mi-
norities that are founders of tech com-
panies.

If we follow these steps, we will be
able to ensure that the American
Dream in the information age is avail-
able to all, including our students at
our Nation’s historically Black col-
leges and universities.

———

THE FIRST MILITIA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, in De-
cember 1636, the first militia regiments
in North America were organized in
Massachusetts and recognized by Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony’s General Court.
This date marks the founding of State
militias that collectively make up the
National Guard.

The men and women of the National
Guard make great sacrifices to protect
our homeland and citizens from harm.
Their duties encompass more than just
mitigating violence and civil unrest or
being mobilized overseas.

For example, just this year, in my
home State of California, two National
Guard aircrews flew repeatedly into
the raging Creek fire in southern Cali-
fornia to rescue nearly trapped camp-
ers, hikers, and residents. Their heroic
efforts saved nearly 400 lives.

This bravery is not uncommon to Na-
tional Guardsmen, and for 384 years
they have always been, and always will
be, there for us.
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COVID-19 RELIEF

(Mrs. LEE of Nevada asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today on behalf of the people of
Nevada’s Third Congressional District
with a plea to all of my colleagues:

We are now entering the darkest pe-
riod of this pandemic. Americans are
scared, and I don’t blame them. Ameri-
cans are also angry, and they should
be. They are angry at Congress and this
administration for failing to pass more
relief for struggling families, frontline
workers, and small businesses.

Thousands more Nevadans filed for
unemployment during the last few
weeks. Over 400,000 Nevadans remain at
risk of eviction as housing assistance
expires.

As this virus uncontrollably spreads
in every corner of this country, our
frontline workers and hospitals are
overwhelmed with a tidal wave of new
COVID-positive patients.

There is no more time for political
games that have consumed Congress
for months. There never was. I am
pleading to my Republican and Demo-
cratic colleagues, to our leadership,
and to this administration: It is time
to do our jobs and pass more COVID-19
relief now.

——
O 1730
THE FOUR CHURCHWOMEN

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this December in reflective remem-
brance and commemoration of the val-
iant lives of the famed four American
churchwomen, who were brutally raped
and murdered by the El Salvadoran
military 40 years ago on December 2,
1980.

Their names were Sisters Dorothy
Kazel, Ita Ford, Maura Clarke, and
Jean Donovan. Their mission, and ulti-
mately their lives, were sacrificed to
the service of the forgotten and the im-
poverished in El Salvador. These coura-
geous women of faith were hallmarks
of their community and their mission
of accompaniment in the nation amidst
turmoil.

Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago, in the
midst of a civil war, the U.S. Govern-
ment funded and supported the El Sal-
vadoran military that on December 2,
1980, murdered these evangelical saints.
In their protection and companionship
of refugee families, they were targeted
as enemies of national interest in the
country. These four women were noth-
ing less than lionhearts of political and
social righteousness that respected all
people.

Mr. Speaker, in recognizing their leg-
acy, I ask for a moment of silence as
we recall, each time we mourn their
names, the loss of these four saints.
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HONORING SCOTT HORSFALL

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the decades of service of
my good friend, Scott Horsfall.

Scott is retiring this month after
decades of serving our agricultural
community on the central coast of
California. Scott’s career has been
spent serving farmers and farmworkers
through his work at California Grown,
at the California Kiwifruit Commis-
sion, at the California Table Grape
Commission, and where I got to know
him, at the Leafy Greens Marketing
Agreement, where he was the first
CEO.

With Scott at the helm for over the
past 13 years, leafy green producers in
California have operated under one set
of science-based food safety standards.
Over 6,200 government audits have been
conducted, and more than 7 billion
servings of lettuce and leafy greens
have been grown and enjoyed by Amer-
ican consumers.

But it is not just about his accolades
and accomplishments. It is about the
relationships he has fostered and the
work he has done to build strong rela-
tionships on the central coast and
throughout our country.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Scott for his
work, his commitment, his dedication
for our food safety, for our agriculture,
and for our Nation’s food security.

————
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, before I
begin, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
materials on the topic of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor for me to come to the
House floor tonight to commemorate
National Bible Week. This year’s Spe-
cial Order marks the 79th annual cele-
bration of a week in which we celebrate
the tremendous influence of the Bible
on the freedoms we enjoy today in
America.

I am so thankful and blessed to live
in a country where we have the free-
dom to worship and read the Holy
Scriptures without fear. Many people
across the globe live in countries where
such freedoms do not exist.

Mr. Speaker, under our wonderful
system of government, people are free
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to respect and study the Bible, or any
other system of belief, if they so
choose—or even none at all. That is the
beauty of the American way, and it is
rooted in the deep truths contained in
the Word of God.

In 1941, President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt declared the week of
Thanksgiving to be National Bible
Week. This is the time we set aside to
recognize the Bible as a foundational
building block of Western civilization,
the Judeo-Christian heritage, and the
ideas and principles that shape the
thinking of our America’s Founding
Fathers.

The Word of God has had a profound
impact on my life as well. I agree with
the Psalmist when he says:

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light
to my path.

This has been true in my own life as
well. God’s Word has shaped my think-
ing and deeply influenced my relation-
ship with God. The Bible has indeed
been a guiding light in every area of
my life and a source of comfort and
strength in a time of need.

In this hour, we will hear from Mem-
bers of Congress from various faiths,
traditions, and denominations to speak
about what the Bible means to them.
We are here, in keeping with tradition,
to recognize National Bible Week.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER).

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
we have taken the Bible and God out of
school. We are so smart. We have re-
placed Him with armed police officers,
drug-sniffing dogs, and metal detec-
tors.

We have kicked Biblical training and
principles out of schools. And now, we
have broken families, absentee fathers,
single moms struggling, and disrespect
like we have never seen before.

So much for what Jesus teaches us in
the Bible: Love others as you love
yourself. Or do unto others as you
would have them do unto you, a/k/a,
the Golden Rule.

Today’s moral-less culture’s motto
seems to be, do unto others and then
split, but not before you get a selfie
and put it on Facebook.

Disrespect is rampant—witnessing
the rioting in the cities recently, the
burning of the American flag. The
courts decided in their infinite wisdom
that flag burning is a protected form of
speech. All I ask of those who are going
to burn the flag, wrap themselves in it
first.

Mr. Speaker, courts have decided
that you can’t pray in schools, you
can’t pray at football games. We
wouldn’t want to invoke God’s bless-
ings on our gatherings. So much for
the commandments in the Bible: Love,
respect, duty, commitment, et cetera.

Our country has gotten away from
Biblical principles. Marriages have
been destroyed, drugs are rampant,
killing of unborn children. So much the
order of the day, that now the abortion
crowd wants to kill people after they
have botched an abortion.



H7096

Mr. Speaker, think of it. America’s
great fighting men and women can be
fighting a vile enemy; we can wing one
of their soldiers and we will do every-
thing we can to nurse that soldier back
to health, that enemy. But we won’t
try to save a baby we just tried to
abort.

God, help us. Lord, help us if we don’t
get back to Biblical principles. It is
God’s guidebook, his plan that this
country was founded on. America, you
had better get back to the Bible.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Texas, and I yield
to another gentleman from Texas (Mr.
BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
good friend, Mr. LAMBORN from Colo-
rado, for having this Special Order
Hour.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in celebra-
tion of the 79th annual National Bible
Week. Since Franklin D. Roosevelt in
1941, every President has set aside a
time of reflection and a time of grati-
tude for the Good Book in acknowledg-
ment of its profound influence on hu-
mankind.

The Bible was perhaps the most ac-
cessible book to our Founding Fathers,
and its principles gave them valuable
insights about human nature, civic vir-
tue, political authority, and the rights
of our citizens. Many of our founding
documents contained references to the
great truths found in Scripture.

As stated in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, ‘“‘That all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights, that among these are life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

Mr. Speaker, much like the early
days of this great country, we are at a
critical time in our history in America.
The decisions we make now will set our
course for years to come. It is my fer-
vent prayer that we, as Americans,
turn to the Scriptures for healing and
for direction. Its principles are time-
less, and its wisdom is trustworthy.

The Bible has been my comfort in
sorrow, my counsel in decisionmaking,
my companion in day-to-day life.
Whether conducting my business as a
dentist in Woodville, Texas, raising my
family, or serving the good people of
the 36th District of Texas here in Con-
gress, the Good Book continually
shapes the way that I try to live my
life.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Bible
is more than a book of inspiration and
comfort or simply a compilation of
moral teachings. I believe it is the
Holy Word of God that contains the
truth of his love for us and his plan of
redemption through faith in Jesus
Christ alone.

One of the most well-known verses in
the Bible, John 3:16, tells us that:

God so loved the world that he gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.

There, in the pages of Scripture, God
describes His great love for us, a love
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that was exhibited through the gift of
His only Son sent to redeem us. And we
are about to celebrate His birth.

Mr. Speaker, I will leave you with a
passage of Scripture from the Book of
Job in the Old Testament that has been
an encouragement for me with its
promise of eternal life. I hope that it
will be for you as well:

For I know that my Redeemer lives, and
He shall stand at last on the Earth; and after
my skin is decayed, this I know, that in my
flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for
myself and my eyes shall behold, and not an-
other. How my heart yearns within me.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. JOHNSON), who is
the current chairman of the Repub-
lican Study Committee.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my friend for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to my col-
league, Congressman DOUG LAMBORN.
He is so faithful every year to organize
this Special Order series. And this
year, we recognize, as has been men-
tioned, the 79th anniversary of Na-
tional Bible Week.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to stand
with all my Members and friends today
to share our perspectives on why the
Bible is so important to us and to our
country. I am often reminded, I think
about and reflect upon, and we quote
all the time, the Founders. George
Washington, who was the father of our
country, and he famously said, ‘‘Of all
the disposition and habits which lead
to political prosperity, religion and
morality are indispensable supports.”
They were the foundation of the very
Republic.

And John Adams is our second Presi-
dent. He comes next. He says, ‘“Our
Constitution is made only for a moral
and religious people. It is wholly inad-
equate to the government of any
other.”

What he meant was that this is es-
sential to who we are as Americans.
Even more fundamental than that, who
we are as human beings.

And it was one of my favorite Presi-
dents, Ronald Reagan, who said that,
“If we ever forget that we are one Na-
tion under God, we will be a Nation
gone under.”’

Mr. Speaker, in the very short time I
have, I would share one brief para-
graph, a preface to a historic text that
I have in my collection. Some of the
guys have this as well. But this is a
copy of a New Testament Bible study
that was approved by and published for
the public schools of Dallas, Texas, by
its Board of Education in September of
1946.

The preface was written by a gen-
tleman by the name of Henry van
Dyke. And it is a wonderful summary
of what the Bible means to us and to
the world. I will read that into the
RECORD.

“‘Born in the East and clothed in Ori-
ental form and imagery, the Bible
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walks the ways of the world with fa-
miliar feet and enters land after land
to find its own everywhere.

“It has learned to speak in hundreds
of languages to the hearts of men. It
comes into the palace to tell the mon-
arch that he is a servant of the Most
High, and into the cottage to assure
the peasant that he is a son of God.

‘“Children listen to its stories with
wonder and delight, and wise men pon-
der them as parables of life. It has a
word of peace for the time of peril, a
word of comfort for the time of calam-
ity, a word of light for the hour of
darkness. Its oracles are repeated in
the assembly of the people, and its
counsels whispered in the ear of the
lonely.

“The wicked and the proud tremble
at its warnings, but to the wounded
and the penitent, it has a mother’s
voice. The wilderness and the solitary
place have been made glad by it, and
the fire on the hearth has lit the read-
ing of its well-worn page.

“It has woven itself into our dearest
dreams; so that love, friendship, sym-
pathy and devotion, memory and hope,
put on the beautiful garments of its
treasured speech, breathing of frankin-
cense and myrrh. No man is poor or
desolate who has this treasure for his
own.

‘“When the landscape darkens and the
trembling pilgrim comes to the Valley
named of the shadow, he is not afraid
to enter; he takes the rod and staff of
Scripture in his hand; he says to friend
and comrade; ‘Goodbye, we shall meet
again.” And comforted by that support,
he goes toward the lonely pass as one
who walks through darkness and into
light.”

Mr. Speaker, that is a pretty good
summary about what the Bible means
to us. I am delighted to honor National
Bible Week and to stand with my
friends here.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, that reminds me of a
story here from the Halls of Congress
in the beginning of our country’s his-
tory.

Many of the early American settlers
who came to the New World with the
express purpose of living out their faith
to God and his Word, according to the
convictions of their own consciences,
founded our country. And one of the
very first Congress’ first acts was the
authorization of an American-pub-
lished Bible.

The Revolutionary War with the
British in the late 1700s had cut off all
remaining shipments of Bibles from
England.

0 1745

Our Founding Fathers understood
how important it was for the American
people to have access to Bibles.

Robert Aitken, a private citizen,
brought this need to the attention of
Congress, and he wrote a letter saying:
“This work is an object worthy of the
attention of the Congress of the United
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States of America, who will not neglect

spiritual security, while they are
virtuously contending for temporal
blessings.”

In 1782, Congress reviewed, approved,
and authorized the first known English
language Bible to be printed in Amer-
ica. They passed a resolution, here in
the halls of Congress—or the Conti-
nental Congress—saying: ‘‘Resolved,
that the United States in Congress as-
sembled highly approve the pious and
laudable undertaking of Mr. Aitken, as
subservient to the interest of religion,
as well as an instance of the progress of
arts in this country, and being satisfied
from the above report of his care and
accuracy in the execution of the work,
they recommend this edition of the
Bible to the inhabitants of the United
States, and hereby authorize him to
publish this recommendation in the
manner he shall think proper.”

Can you imagine doing that today?
The House of Representatives approv-
ing the printing of a Bible?

Our country has changed over the
years, and I am not sure it has always
changed for the better.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. HICE).

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Colorado,
my good friend, for leading this Special
Order. I am indeed honored to rise and
celebrate and honor the book that,
without question, has transformed my
life, brought light into my life and to
the entire world, and to join my col-
leagues in recognizing the most signifi-
cant book in the history of our Nation,
its founding, and its history through-
out. Of course, we are talking about
the Bible.

As a pastor of 25-plus years, prior to
coming to Congress, this opportunity
to speak the Word of God on this floor
is an extremely important thing to me
personally and to our Nation.

There is no question that Benjamin
Franklin—and we have many, many,
many, many examples—and I have a
lot of them in my office. But Benjamin
Franklin spoke very clear truth when
he said that famous statement that:
“The longer I live, the more convincing
proofs I see of this truth, that God gov-
erns in the affairs of men.”

Without a doubt, it is in the Bible
that we learn about the greatness of
God. We learn that He is the object of
true worship, that He is the fount of all
blessings, that He is the light of the
world. It is in the Bible that we learn
about the holiness of God. And, yes, it
is in the Bible that we learn about the
sinfulness of every one of us as human
beings, that we have broken God’s
moral standard in one of a thousand
different ways.

But it is in the Bible also that we
learn how much God loves us, and in
His great love, He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, to pay the penalty for our sins
on that cross. It is in the Bible we
learn that all of us who trust in Him
can receive the greatest gift that any-
one could ever receive, and that is the
gift of forgiveness, which all of us need.
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I cherish this moment to speak about
the truths of God’s Word. Our country,
as we all know, has been referred to
over and over and over throughout his-
tory as a shining city on a hill. But we
also know today that we are a Nation
that stands at a critical crossroad. I
believe it is times like this, more than
other times, perhaps, that the verse
that was quoted earlier, Psalm 119,
verse 105, means so much to us. We
need to heed that God’s Word is a lamp
unto our feet and a light unto our path.
More than ever, we need to heed, as a
nation, as a body, as leaders in this
great Chamber, the Word of God and
let it become our light and our path-
way.

It is, I believe, our responsibility, as
leaders in this country, to point our
constituents, at least to the point of
reminding them that the Bible is ex-
tremely significant, not only to us as
individuals, but to us as a Nation, and
that we need to encourage people to go
back to the teachings, the principles,
the truths, the eternal truths of God’s
Word. How different our Nation would
be with that.

Again, I want to thank my friend for
leading this Special Order and all of
my colleagues for taking time to come
to speak to the truths of God’s Word.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman and appreciate his re-
marks.

Next, it is with great pleasure that I
would like to recognize a personal
friend as well as a colleague from
Michigan. He and his wife, Sue, have
been an example to my wife and me in
the sincerity of their beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG).

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Colorado for tak-
ing advantage of National Bible Week
to give us a chance to talk about
foundational principles.

It was back in 1973—and this is a
great book, the Bible. In 1973, a beloved
mentor of mine brought me into his of-
fice, and he said: Tim, I think there is
a verse in Scripture that would be good
for your life verse of challenge.

He read to me from Acts 20:24 where
it says:

But I do not consider my life of any ac-
count as dear unto myself, that I might fin-
ish the course and the ministry set before me
to testify solemnly of the Gospel of the grace
of God.

I took that as a life challenge verse,
and it has directed my entire life since
1973. It has been an impactful verse
from Scripture, God’s Word, to direct
my steps, imperfect as they may be, to
be about something more than just my-
self and declare a message that talks of
eternal things and not just for the here
and now.

It all began, though, back in my
home with my twin brother. My mom
and dad, I thank God they were believ-
ers in this book and believers in God
and taught their two young sons to
memorize Scripture to impart in their
lives.
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It was a verse that was referred to
earlier that was the first verse that my
twin brother and I were asked to
memorize. It didn’t mean anything
really to me until it became personal
by putting my own name in the words
of that verse of John 3:16. For God so
loved TiMm that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that if TiM believed in Him,
TiM would not perish, but he would
have eternal life.

That made all the difference in the
world. It changed my life. It changed
my perspective. It didn’t make me per-
fect.

Mom also asked me to memorize Sec-
ond Timothy 3:16, where it says:

All Scripture is inspired by God, and it is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for training in righteousness.

I think mom wanted those words to
be not so important for doctrine, but to
correct me, to train me, and to reprove
me as I moved forward in my life.

Even as King David said in Psalm 119:
“Your Word,” the Bible, ‘“Your Word
have I treasured in my heart that I
might not sin against You.” And if I
do, First John 1:9 says:

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

How our country needs that today.
As has been pointed out, we were
founded on Biblical things, principles
of Scripture that were seen to be im-
portant for a new nation.

First Peter 1:21 says this—and I end
with this Scripture:

But know this first of all, that no prophecy
of Scripture is a matter of one’s own inter-
pretation.

We hear that in our world today. We
hear that in our country: Oh, whatever.
To thy own self be true. You decide.
You choose. You make Scripture im-
portant for you in whatever way.

But it goes on to say:

For no prophecy of Scripture was ever
made by an act of human will, but men
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

My colleague, the gentleman from
Colorado, thank you for giving us an
opportunity to remind ourselves that
this book is from God. It is for our ben-
efit. It will impact this Nation for
good, not evil. It will give us the way
to move forward, to bind up the divi-
sion that has taken place, to bind up
the uncertainty that is there and put
us back on a path that God can bless.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who believe
in the Bible are sometimes accused of
having blind faith. But nothing could
be further from the truth. There are
many proofs on why we know that the
Bible is actually true. One of those is
the fulfillment of prophecies.

The accuracy of the Bible is proven
by so many prophecies, foretelling fu-
ture events, that have come true ex-
actly as foretold, especially in the Old
Testament. There have been many pre-
dictions that were given to prove, when
they were first spoken, that the speak-
er was divinely inspired. If and when
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those predictions came true, it wvali-
dated the words of that person, of that
prophet.

For instance, the Book of Daniel has
some very detailed prophecies, scores
of these, that were literally fulfilled,
that could not have ever been done by
chance. Skeptics responded and said,
well, Daniel must have been written
after those events. They, otherwise,
could not have been so detailed on
what happened later and that the writ-
er of Daniel was not being honest.

But, in fact, it was discovered after-
ward that the Book of Daniel was
found in its entirety in the Greeks’
Septuagint and partially in the Dead
Sea Scrolls, and both of those were
proven to predate the events that were
prophesied. That argument that it was
written later fell through. This means
that the critics of the Book of Daniel
and its dating are the ones who are not
being honest.

The rise and fall of empires, the cap-
ture and destruction of cities, the des-
tiny of kings, all were prophesied about
in minute detail. Fulfillment of proph-
ecy is just one of the reasons we know
that the Bible is true.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. ESTES).

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my friend, Mr. LAMBORN,
for holding this special hour.

For our Nation’s Founding Fathers,
the Bible was a guiding light and pro-
vided them the wisdom to build a
strong foundation for the TUnited
States, a nation that recognizes and
protects our God-given rights.

The teachings in the Bible are inter-
twined with American beliefs and val-
ues, showing us truth, sacrifice, and
compassion for others.

In Isaiah 45:13, God called on Cyrus to
bring freedom to His people. He says:

I have raised them up in righteousness, and
I will direct all his ways; he shall rebuild My
city and let My exiles go free, not for price
nor reward.

Just as God called upon Cyrus cen-
turies ago, He calls each of us to serve
Him and our fellow man. Not only that,
but God equips us with His Word and
His Holy Spirit.

We serve Him by advocating for the
weakest among us and giving a voice to
the voiceless. We do this in His name,
not for reward, but out of love for our
fellow man. That servant attitude
should be followed, whether you are a
Member of Congress, a farmer, or a ma-
chinist on a manufacturing line.

I am so grateful for His calling in my
life and for His Word that is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his great remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Nebraska (Mr. BACON).

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
good friend from Colorado for giving
me the opportunity to share my faith
tonight. It is the most important as-
pect of my life.

I became a believer at the age of 13.
I thank my dad for taking me to
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church every week and for leading
Bible studies with our family. I learned
at a young age that our God is the
mighty creator of the universe, a just
God who is holy and perfect, a loving
God that cares for each of us, and He
made salvation possible through hav-
ing faith and believing in His Son,
Jesus.

The Bible is the most important book
ever written, and in the end, it is the
most valuable possession I own. A
Bible may cost only $20, but the values
of lives changed for eternity cannot be
measured.

I am grateful the Bible teaches us
who God is, about His character. I am
also grateful the Bible tells us about
the hope we can have in our eternal fu-
ture. Without that hope, I know I
would feel lost.

I love the verses where Jesus says:

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that
were not so, would I have told you that I am
going there to prepare a place for you? And
if T go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with Me that
you may also be where I am.

There is eternal life. There is hope.

I am thankful the Bible gives us di-
rections on how to live and provides a
roadmap for life. Without that guid-
ance, again, I would feel lost.

Also, I am thankful that the Bible
gave me confidence in frightening mo-
ments. In one of my four deployments
to the Middle East, I was deployed to
Baghdad, where we were attacked
every single day with mortars and
rockets, sometimes 30 rockets or mor-
tars a day. People were being killed
around me.

God said in Matthew: Do not fear
man who can take your life but not
your soul.

I meditated on that verse every day.
My soul was secure, and God told me
not to fear. In times of life, when
things seem unfair, I am reminded of
the words God gave the Apostle Paul
when He said: ‘“My grace is sufficient
for you.” I have often had to be re-
minded that God’s grace has been suffi-
cient for me.

[ 1800

Mr. Speaker, I will close with an
anecdote from Abraham Lincoln, in my
mind, our greatest President.

In 1864, some former slaves from
Maryland presented Lincoln with the
gift of a Bible, and Lincoln replied: ‘“‘In
regards to this great Book, I have but
to say it is the best gift God has given
to man. All the good the Savior gave to
the world was communicated through
this Book.”

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman, and I also thank him
for his service to our country. We have
many veterans who are serving in Con-
gress, and Representative BACON is one
of the finest.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN).

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to come before you today to cel-
ebrate National Bible Week. What bet-
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ter time to celebrate Bible Week in
what is called the people’s House, but
what is ultimately God’s house.

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt issued a national proclamation
to celebrate the impact of the Bible on
our Nation, a light for so many and a
source of hope in the darkest of times.

The boundless influence of the Holy
Bible on this Nation is unmistakable.

In this Chamber, Moses, the mes-
senger of the Ten Commandments, a
witness of God in all of his glory upon
the mountaintop, watches over this
body from above the gallery doors each
time we gather to conduct business.

However, it is not merely the mul-
titudes of honorary monuments and
portraits of Biblical figures and pas-
sages that exemplify the importance of
the Scriptures to all Americans, but it
is the impression on our social fabric
that is so evident in our actions, which
speaks volumes.

This Nation was founded upon Judeo-
Christian principles. A stroll past any
of the extraordinary monuments here
in the Capitol makes that abundantly
evident. Our commitment to the fun-
damentals of the Word of the Lord
Jesus has sustained us throughout our
rich history, during the highest of
times and during the lowest of times.

The profound impact of the Bible,
and particularly the Gospels, led me to
serve in this great body. It is the words
of the Son of God, to ‘‘love each other
as I have loved you,” which guides me.
And I believe that if we continue to
turn to the Lord in all that we do, our
best is yet to come.

Despite our fierce philosophical dif-
ferences and the imperfect nature of
legislation, God never fails us. An an-
nual celebration of His infallible Word
and never-ending love, though not near
enough, is the perfect reminder for us
to unite as a body with the shared goal
of humbly serving our creator faith-
fully and encouraging this Nation to do
the same.

God bless each and every one of you.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman; he made some reference
to here in the Capitol, some of the in-
signia that shows the recognition of
God.

Above the Speaker, it says, “In God
We Trust.” That is chiseled in the
stone there.

Behind me, among all these lawgivers
down through the centuries, Moses is
there in the center looking straight on,
over our deliberations. He gave us the
Ten Commandments.

So I appreciate, also, those historical
references.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. PALMER), who is
the policy chairman of the Republican
Conference.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN) for hosting this
special hour to talk about the Bible.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
419th anniversary of the King James
Version of the Bible.
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In 1604, King James I commissioned
54 scholars from Oxford and Cambridge
Universities to produce one uniform
translation of the Bible that all de-
nominations could accept. It is un-
likely that there has ever been another
group of translators whose collective
expertise in Biblical languages was
equal to this group.

Benson Bobrick, who wrote a book
called ““Wide as the Waters,” said, be-
cause of the people’s desire to read the
Bible, the English translation, known
as the Authorized Version in Great
Britain, helped Great Britain become
the most literate nation in the world.
In terms of the language of the King
James Version, about 90 percent are
Anglo-Saxon words with a vocabulary
of only about 8,000 words for the entire
translation. It was the first major
work of English prose based primarily
on Anglo-Saxon words instead of Latin.

The King James translation estab-
lished the prose style for English and
American literature and became the
foundation of modern English language
giving us words and phrases that are
common parts of our language today.

In his ‘“‘History of England,” Thomas
Macaulay said that ¢ . . . if everything
else in our language should perish, it
would alone suffice to show the whole
extent of its beauty and power.”’

Bobrick wrote: ‘‘Its subsequent im-
pact on English, and American, lit-
erature might be traced in a thousand
ways—in the work of religious writers
like Milton and Bunyan, or their more
secular brethren like D.H. Lawrence,
Walt Whitman, and Defoe. Without the
King James Version, it has been said,
‘there would be no ‘Paradise Lost,” no
‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ . . . no Gettysburg
Address.’”’

As Britain’s literacy rate increased,
it fostered a spirit of inquiry which led
to people reading books and tracts that
transformed the laws and government
of Great Britain and ultimately laid
the foundation for American political
thought, and our Founders’ ideas about
individual liberty and constitutional
government.

Including the 1611 edition, there were
four other editions of the King James
Bible, which were published in 1629,
1638, 1762, and 1769; the last is the
version that is most commonly cited
today.

“Next to the Bible itself,”” Bobrick
wrote, ‘‘the English Bible was, and is,
the most influential book ever pub-
lished.”

According to Vanderbilt University
Press, the King James Version is the
best-selling book of all time, with more
than 5 billion copies sold, and it is the
most frequently quoted book ever writ-
ten.

Russell Kirk concluded that it was
the book that was to exert a stronger
influence than any other in America.
He wrote: “Read from American pul-
pits and in the great majority of Amer-
ican households during colonial times,
the Authorized Version shaped the
style, informed the intellect, affected
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the laws, and decreed the morals of the
North American colonies.”

P. Marion Simms wrote: ‘“No nation
in all history was ever founded by peo-
ple so dominated by the Bible as Amer-
ica.” In fact, every American President
except Franklin Pierce has been sworn
in with their hands placed on the
English Bible.

Even though it was published after
the Jamestown Colony was established,
the King James Bible was the book
that had the greatest impact on the
American culture.

“The English did not really drive
away the American colonists, nor were
they driven,” said G.K. Chesterton.
“The Americans were led on by a light
that went before.”

The light was the Biblical light that
the English Bible had given them: the
idea of the equality of man. It was the
idea of the sacred and equal impor-
tance of every man, as made in the
image and likeness of God.

One of the earliest copies of the King
James Version Bible can be seen at the
Museum of the Bible. I encourage ev-
eryone to visit this great American
museum.

Mr. Speaker, I thank, again, Mr.
LAMBORN, for this great opportunity.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his comments.

I would like to recall an incident
from my own background.

When I was a freshman in college
years ago, some people talked to me,
and they said: Do you know what the
Bible is about?

I said: Yeah, I know all about it.

Although, I realized after a minute
went by, that that was really a pretty
presumptuous answer because I had
never actually read anything in the
Bible.

Mr. Speaker, I wonder if this might
be true for others who are listening in
today.

The only honest thing I could do at
that point when I realized I hadn’t read
any of it was to say: I am going to read
the Bible for myself.

So I started by reading the Gospel of
John in the New Testament. And when
I read it, I discovered that I hadn’t
known at all what the Bible was about.
I learned that Jesus said things like:

I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father but through me.

I ended up discovering a personal re-
lationship with Jesus Christ, who be-
came my Lord and Savior.

Mr. Speaker, I speak from personal
experience when I say that it is better
to read the Bible for one’s self and not
just take someone else’s word for it for
what it says. My life has been trans-
formed by the truths that it holds.

The message of the good news of
Jesus is still transforming lives today.
John 3:16:

For God so loved to world that He gave His
only begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

So as we celebrate National Bible
Week, we celebrate the place that faith
holds in both our private and public
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lives. The Bible’s message of hope is a
powerful one of redemption and hope,
and we cherish its message today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN).

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the Representative from Colo-
rado for putting together this fine cere-
mony for National Bible Week.

Mr. Speaker, it is kind of fitting that
we be here on the floor of the Congress.
I am not sure how many people realize,
in this day in which so many people
run from the Bible, the degree to which
the Bible itself had such a great influ-
ence on the building we stand in and in
the room we stand in right here.

Look in front of us: “In God We
Trust.”

For people who aren’t aware back
home, around us we have the reliefs of
23 wise men: Mason, Hannibal, Jus-
tinian, Hammurabi, Solon. But the one
who gets the greatest place of honor
behind us here is that of Moses, who, of
course, wrote the first five books of the
Bible.

When you review the statements of
our Founding Fathers, again and again
you find statements of this. And I will
lead off by quoting William Penn:

I do declare to the whole world that we be-
lieve the Scriptures to contain a declaration
of the mind and will of God. We accept the
Bible as the Words of God himself.

The first Chief Justice of the United
States, John Jay, was the president of
the American Bible Society.

Can you imagine that happening
today? You can barely become a Jus-
tice if you are a member of the Knights
of Columbus.

Noah Webster said: ‘‘Education is
useless without the Bible.” Noah Web-
ster, of course, known as the father of
American education.

Again and again, people of that era
learned to read by learning the Bible.

When you review the statements or
the Bible quotations of the early
Founders, the Bible Book that they
quoted the most was the Book of Deu-
teronomy, which is perhaps not sur-
prising, because in Deuteronomy were
largely laid out a lot of the laws that
eventually God’s people of Israel were
to live under. So it is not surprising
that Deuteronomy was quoted so fre-
quently.

Early American Presidents like John
Adams and, later, Abraham Lincoln,
looked to the Bible as they declared
days of fasting and prayer.

Again, when we look in our history,
there is no book that had more to do
with the founding of our country and
the type of country our forefathers an-
ticipated than the Bible, so it is only
fitting that today we honor the Bible.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. SPANO).

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman LAMBORN, and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak.

Mr. Speaker, when I heard about the
opportunity to talk this evening in



H7100

celebration of National Bible Week, I
was really, really excited. I was excited
because it gives me the chance to talk
about something very special to me.

When I was a boy, I remember seeing
my mother read her Bible daily at our
kitchen table. Every now and then, I
would look over her shoulder at her
open Bible to see numerous passages
underlined or highlighted, notes and
prayers written in the margins. I also I
remember my mom quoting verses
from the Bible in response to the cir-
cumstances of our lives.
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As I grew, my mom encouraged me to
read the Bible. She assured me it had
the answers to life’s questions, how to
live, how to treat others, how to know
God’s plan for my life. Most impor-
tantly, it would show me how to con-
nect with God, how to have a relation-
ship with him that would change my
life here on this Earth, but also in the
life to come.

Like many young people, I wasn’t a
very good listener, so I didn’t give the
Bible much attention in my early years
until I hit a particularly hard stretch
and was driven to my knees as a
younger man. It was then that I re-
membered what my mother had told
me, the Bible has the answers.

I began spending time every day
reading the Bible. I learned about how
God created the Heavens and the
Earth; how he created man with a free
will and so would never force man to
love or serve Him; how He called the
Nation of Israel to be his chosen peo-
ple; how He sent his only son, Jesus, to
live a perfect life and then to die a
cruel death to pay the price for every
man’s sin, if they would just accept
Him and the forgiveness that He offers.

These are important things. But the
Bible also helps me today. It helps me
know how to love and care for my wife
and my children. It shows me how to
love unlovable people, how to let ha-
tred go and to forgive, and how to have
peace in my heart that passes all
human understanding. It gives me hope
on tough days, at times when I can’t
understand what is happening around
me.

And now today, although it is hard to
explain and probably as difficult to un-
derstand, after 30 years eating and
drinking, figuratively, from the truth
of the Bible, I can’t get enough of it. I
can’t go even one day without it. My
soul becomes hungry and thirsty. I be-
come weak and discouraged. You see,
now I can’t live without this Book. It
is absolute life to me.

This is a crazy, messed up world, and
it only makes sense to me when I see it
through God’s lens when I see how the
story ends and how He redeems this
mess and reconciles man to Himself
once and for all time.

Yes, all of that is in this very special
book called the Bible. And so, if you
are searching for meaning today, if you
are searching for truth, longing and
thirsting for the answers to life’s most
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important questions, I encourage you
to do the same thing that I was encour-
aged to do. Pick up this book and begin
reading it every day. I promise you; it
will change your life. The words and
truth contained in it will give you hope
and peace and purpose like you have
never before experienced.

I would like to take this last moment
to thank you, God, for using the Bible
to show me how to live, and, most im-
portantly, how to live forever. I love
you.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his heartfelt re-
marks, and I wish him the best in the
future.

Another reason why I believe that we
can use our reason to believe in the
Bible and not just blind faith—as some
accuse us of who are believers—is ar-
chaeology. There are many archeo-
logical discoveries which have vali-
dated Biblical accounts, even accounts
that weren’t believed in the first place,
but later archaeology proved them to
be true.

This gives us trustworthiness that we
ascribe to the Bible during this Na-
tional Bible Week. Archaeology has
time and time again shown that Bib-
lical personalities, locations, and
events actually existed in time and
space. Claims by critics that a Biblical
statement was simply made up have
been debunked by later archeological
discoveries more times than we can
say.

For instance, the discovery of the
Dead Sea Scrolls in the late forties and
fifties proved the credibility and au-
thority of Scripture. The discovery of
those scrolls shine light on the oldest
record of the worldwide flood and the
longstanding authority and accuracy of
all of the events of the Bible.

Jewish archaeologist, Nelson Glueck,
has said: It may be stated categorically
that no archeological discovery has
ever controverted or contradicted a
Biblical reference.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY), who I am
going to miss greatly as he retires and
goes into a new life at the end of this
year. I sat next to him in Armed Serv-
ices for 13 years up until now, and I
cherish our relationship. He is someone
that I deeply trust, and I acknowledge
his integrity.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Colorado (Mr. LAM-
BORN) for those overly kind words, and
I certainly appreciate his sentiments
for my service. And I, too, will miss
our Armed Services Committee hear-
ings and sitting beside him. He is a ter-
rific God-fearing man, and I am better
for having known him in that regard.

Mr. Speaker, I was blessed to be
raised in a God-fearing Christian fam-
ily. Not everybody gets that blessing,
but I did. I have never not known about
the Bible or Christ or God throughout
my entire life.

My mother believed in being at
church every single Sunday morning,
regardless of the consequences or what-
ever else was going on.
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At the age of nine, I accepted Jesus
Christ as my personal savior. And you
can become a Christian with knowing a
limited amount of the Bible, but I
don’t believe you can lead a good Chris-
tian life without studying the Bible,
without understanding God’s truths
that are contained therein and the in-
struction that that gives us as to how
to conduct our lives.

Mr. Speaker, Second Timothy 3:16
has already been quoted, but I will
quote it again. It says:

All Scripture is breathed out by God, the
Word of God, and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work.

Mr. Speaker, this Nation is at a
crossroads, and we are a divided Nation
across a lot of lines, the partisan di-
vides we fight in this House day in and
day out. There are other moral lines of
which our Nation is divided across. The
Bible is important because it is that
one place where the truths never
change.

Customs come and go, ideologies
come and go, but the truths of God
don’t. So if we are to heed the instruc-
tions of our Founding Fathers, that
John Adams said, as was mentioned,
that are a moral and religious people,
then we need a guidebook. We need an
understanding of what those morals
are based upon. If the morals are based
upon what I think are correct or you
think are correct, then that is a pretty
flimsy stance to take. We need a
foundational truth that is there re-
gardless of who is Speaker, regardless
of who is President. God is always on
that throne, and so, the Bible is obvi-
ously important for that regard.

Mr. Speaker, there is a verse in Sec-
ond Chronicles that I think contains
both a promise for our Nation and a so-
lution for our Nation. The backdrop on
that was that the Nation of Israel,
God’s chosen people, if you read
through the Old Testament, they had a
running narrative of where their hearts
would be good, right with God, things
would be going well, and then within a
generation or two they would fall off,
their hearts would get wrong with God,
they would be doing things that would
offend God and their mighty ways, and
God would use awful, horrible things to
reset that narrative, reset the Nation
of Israel’s hearts, so that they could, in
fact, be his chosen people.

That tool is still in God’s toolbox. I
believe the United States is a Nation of
God’s chosen people. If you look at
what our Nation has done over the last
100 years, I would argue that no Nation
on Earth has ever done as much good
as we have done for the rest of the
world and asks so little in return as
this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that is God’s
divine mission for us as a people. But
do we continue to be worthy of that
mission?

And I would argue that as God looks
at this unblessable thing that is going
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on in our Nation that we may be rap-
idly becoming unworthy of that mis-
sion. And if we lay that mantle down,
if it is taken away from us, Mr. Speak-
er, who will pick it up?

Russia, China, radical Islam?

I don’t believe so.

I believe it is important not only for
America to continue to be that God-
fearing Nation but also important for
the rest of the world.

That verse in Second Chronicles 7:14
says:

If my people, who are called by my name
love themselves, turn from their wicked
ways, seek my face and pray, then I will hear
them in Heaven. I will forgive their sins, and
I will heal their land.

Our land needs healing. That is God’s
promise. It is written in stone. God
doesn’t change any of his promises.
And that promise is available to us as
a Nation. That is the promise.

The solution, however, lies with us.
We must be that people who will turn
from our wicked ways, seek God’s face,
pray, and then he will hear us from
Heaven, he will heal our land, and for-
give our sins.

Mr. Speaker, our land needs healing,
probably more so than at any time
since the Civil War. We are a divided
Nation, and only God’s guidance and
God’s divine intervention, I believe,
can make that happen. We have to be,
however, God’s instruments to make
that happen.

The Bible is important to me. It is
important to our Nation. It is impor-
tant for the ongoing safety of this
world. God bless each and every one of
you. God bless Texas. And God bless
the United States of America.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman, and I would like to say
that this country is a better place be-
cause of your service. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado has 7 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, quickly
I am going to give a quote from one of
our Presidents, our Founding Father,
and then John Quincy Adams, the sixth
President.

George Washington said: It is impos-
sible to rightly govern a Nation with-
out God and the Bible. So he began a
rich history of Presidents leaning on
the Bible for wisdom and guidance.

John Quincy Adams, the sixth Presi-
dent said: ‘“The first and almost the
only Book deserving of universal atten-
tion is the Bible.”” So those are great
quotes from some of our Founding Fa-
thers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT), my friend
and colleague.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend, my colleague, and my broth-
er in Christ for yielding and for hosting
this Special Order.

To follow up on what Congressman
LAMBORN said, the very first book that
the United States Congress authorized
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to be published at taxpayer expense
was a book called the Bible.

Not only that, I would also point to a
quote, as there is a lot of talk about so-
cialism and how it would work in this
country. Dostoevsky hypothesized
about it at the end of the 1800s, and
Solzhenitsyn didn’t hypothesize it, he
lived what Dostoevsky said, and that
is, the problem with socialism is not
economic, the problem with socialism
is atheism. And that is diametrically
opposed to how this country was start-
ed.

In fact, I had asked for the Congres-
sional Research Service to give me in-
formation about the role of the church
and the Bible in our founding, and this
is derived from that.

The first Christian church services in
this United States Capitol were held
when the government moved to Wash-
ington in the fall of 1800. They were
conducted in the Hall of the House.
During church services the Speaker’s
podium was used as a preacher’s pulpit.

Within a year of his inauguration,
President Jefferson began attending
church services in the Chamber of the
House of Representatives. Throughout
his administration, Thomas Jefferson
permitted and encouraged church serv-
ices in executive branch buildings. Ser-
mons regarding the Old and New Testa-
ments of the Bible were conducted in
the Supreme Court Chambers while the
judicial branch was located in the old
north wing of the Capitol.

And by the way, that was until the
Supreme Court began to think of them-
selves as God, and at that time they
said you can’t talk about God or you
can’t be doing this kind of stuff in
schools and other places.

But the term ‘‘separation of church
and state” was not found in the Con-
stitution, it was in a letter written by
Thomas Jefferson to the Danbury Bap-
tists, in essence, saying, we are not
going to pick a specific official denomi-
nation.

President James Madison, who was
often recognized as the author of much
of our Constitution, followed Jeffer-
son’s example as President of coming
to church in the Capitol and worship-
ping God here and using the Bible as
the foundational support for that.

If you look at President Abraham
Lincoln’s second inaugural address, it
is inscribed on the inside of the north
wall of his memorial, he said of North
and South, ‘“Both read the same Bible,
and pray to the same God; and each in-
vokes His aid against the other. It may
seem strange that any men should dare
to ask a just God’s assistance in wring-
ing their bread from the sweat of other
men’s faces; but let us judge not that
we be not judged.”

But he goes on to ultimately say:
“Yet if God wills that it continue,
until all the wealth piled by the bonds-
man’s 250 years of unrequited toil shall
be sunk, and until every drop of blood
drawn with the lash, shall be paid by
another drawn with the sword, as was
said 3,000 years ago,” in the Bible, ‘‘so
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still it must be said ‘the judgments of
the Lord, are true and righteous alto-
gether.””’

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman, and I would I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA).

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the recognition of National Bible
Week by my namesake from Colorado,
Douglas Lamborn, for always being so
faithful to this.

Christians believe the Bible is the di-
vine and inherent Word of God. I be-
lieve that. And we hear a lot of things
in this society today that would try to
denigrate that, denigrate the faith,
and, indeed, there is nothing wrong
with what the Bible says as a guidance
for life.

O 1830

The Ten Commandments: there is
nothing wrong with living by those
even if you don’t believe in the Bible.

It is indeed, we know, the best seller,
the most quoted, a treasure for all of
us to go by.

So as I contemplate here what we are
doing tonight, I just want to leave you
with this as a guidance for working in
this town, in Proverbs 4:23-27:

Watch over your heart with all diligence,
for from it flow the springs of life.

Rid yourself of a deceitful mouth and keep
devious speech far from you.

Let your eyes look directly ahead and let
your gaze be fixed straight in front of you.

Keep straight paths of your feet, and all
your ways will be established.

Do not turn to the right or to the left; turn
your foot from evil.

Indeed, if we could do more of that
around here, we would be much better
off.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
for yielding to me.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for his great words.

In conclusion, it has been an honor to
commemorate National Bible Week
this evening. I am grateful to my col-
leagues who joined me.

The Bible claims to be more than a
mere book. It claims to be the inspired
words of God. As it says in the first
book of Peter:

All flesh is like grass and all its glory like
the flower of grass. The grass withers and
the flower falls off, but the word of the Lord
abides forever.

So I am thankful for the Word of God
on my life and all the lives of those
who have spoken today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

THANK YOU FOR THE HONOR OF
SERVING IN THIS HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Ms. FINKENAUER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Ms. FINKENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to say thank you to this
body and to the constituents of Iowa’s
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First Congressional District for giving
me the honor to serve these last few
years, and also my incredible staff, who
both here and in Iowa have given their
all to Iowa and to this country. You
have made me proud every single day
to know you.

Importantly, I also want to say
thank you to my family: my husband,
Daniel, who has been my rock and been
with me every step of the way; to my
siblings and nieces and nephews, who
have taught me to never take myself
too seriously; and to my parents, who I
know are watching right now because,
as I found out within the first 6 months
of being in Congress, they actually
DVR and record C-SPAN every day so
that they can find me on the floor dur-
ing votes.

You know, I think back to the day
that they came to visit right before
swearing in. My very first visitors to
my congressional office, where my dad,
Jerry, a UA retired union pipefitter
welder, and my mom, a retired public
school secretary, held hands and
walked through the door of their 29-
year-old daughter’s congressional of-
fice.

I can’t imagine what they thought,
but I hope it was better than when I
told them and sat them down at the
age of 24 and said I was running for
Iowa’s State House, where my mom
blurted out, “Why in the heck are you
doing that?”’

Well, it has been 7% years since mom
asked that question, and I hope every
day they have seen the answer.

The reason I entered public service
was because of them. You see, my par-
ents couldn’t give me a trust fund or
debt-free college, but what they gave
me was worth a hell of a lot more.

They taught me about treating peo-
ple with respect, and seeing work to be
done and doing it; about standing up
for those who need a voice; and, most
importantly, to never think you are
better than anyone else no matter
what you do or where you go.

The work I have done both in Iowa
and here in Congress has been shaped
by the stories and the lives of my con-
stituents and my family, from my late
grandfathers, one a firefighter and one
a Purple Heart World War II vet who
worked in a meat packing plant, to my
uncles; from a former UPS driver to a
small business owner; and my mother-
in-law and my sister-in-law, both who
are heroes and nurses.

Because of them, my fight for work-
ing families, wage protections, collec-
tive bargaining, paid leave, workplace
protections, have continued to be, in
every sense of the word, personal, and
that is the way policy should be.

These laws we pass—and, unfortu-
nately on some occasions don’t pass be-
cause of stalemates—aren’t just dollars
and cents on a page. They are affecting
people’s lives.

I hope for this body and for the
American people that we can have a
Congress and a Senate who sees that
and understands the value of public
service.
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Until we get there fully, I hope that
young people across the country find
their “why’’ and run. We need you. And
when you get here, I hope you do the
work and I hope you find an incredible
staff like I did to help you do it.

You see, this place is not about the
crystal chandeliers or the fancy titles.
It is about the work. It is about the
people in your district. It is about find-
ing common ground where you can and
just getting things done.

I have been proud to get to work with
my staff the way that we did passing
my first bill within the first 2 weeks,
becoming the youngest woman in the
history of this body to ever pass a bill
through this floor; to working on the
Small Business Committee and begin-
ning to chair the Rural Development,
Ag, Trade and Entrepreneurship Sub-
committee, where we got to fight for
things like better access to markets for
our farmers and for our small business
owners; to stepping up for our
childcare workers, who need it most
right now; and the work that we did on
that Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, along with the honorable
Chairman DEFAZIO, getting to help
pass some of the best investments in
rural infrastructure that has ever come
out of either one of these Chambers; to
standing here, I think in this very spot,
having to fight back against attacks on
Davis-Bacon wages, good wage protec-
tions, in the middle of a pandemic; to
helping our farmers, our biofuel indus-
tries, trying to fight for and also get-
ting done the biodiesel tax credit ex-
tender; to, again, one of the things I
might be most proud of, standing here
sharing a story that was hard to tell
about my own battle with endo-
metriosis, and then fighting and work-
ing with my staff to help double that
funding for research that had been at
the bottom of the National Institutes
of Health’s research for years.

I also just want to say a special
thank you to the staff in Iowa, who
have been there for my constituents in
one of the toughest years we’ve ever
had, this pandemic, where they have
taken calls from folks wondering about
their unemployment checks, wondering
about how they are going to be able to
feed their family because they are un-
employed right now through no fault of
their own, to then, on top of it, going
almost 2 weeks without electricity
post-derecho in my district, which was
basically like a Category 4 hurricane
that came through and decimated large
parts of my district.

The way that my staff stepped up
when, again, they themselves didn’t
even have electricity or WiFi is ex-
traordinary. You make me proud every
day.

And the way that my constituents
came together, it made me proud to be
a Congresswoman and to be an Iowan.

You see, I, again, just want to say
one last big thank you to my staff. You
are all incredible public servants that I
am blessed to have known and some of
the best public servants I have ever
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met. And I should know, because I met
one of the best.

That late grandfather I talked about,
that firefighter, he was the one who
taught me what all of this was. You
see, he is the guy that I would sit
around the kitchen table with when I
was 10 talking about what was hap-
pening in the world. And he is also the
guy that taught me what public service
should be. You see, when he would run
into a burning building to save people’s
lives, he didn’t call and ask first: What
color is your skin? Where are you
from? Who do you love? What language
do you speak?

He just showed up and he helped peo-
ple, and he did his job.

That is what I have tried to do here
every single day, both here in Congress
and my 4 years in the State House in
Iowa. It is what I will continue to do in
whatever I do next.

It has been an honor and a privilege
to get to serve in this body and rep-
resent this district and this country.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

RECOGNIZING MISSISSIPPI’S LINE-
MEN AND POWER COMPANIES
FOLLOWING HURRICANE ZETA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from = Mississippi (Mr.
PALAZZ0) for 30 minutes.

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in recognition of the linemen of
Mississippi.

Following the recent Hurricane Zeta,
almost 100,000 homes in our area were
left without power due to the heavy
rains and winds.

Nearly 1,000 of Mississippi’s linemen
jumped to action to serve their neigh-
bors during our time of need. These
storm teams are expertly trained and
well-equipped to reinstate normalcy
following a storm, and I am proud to
acknowledge their work here today.

As one of America’s most dangerous
jobs, these individuals go to work
knowing they serve a critical cause
providing the power that empowers our
daily lives.

So when you make a call to a loved
one, use hot water, turn on an air-con-
ditioner, or stay up to date on the
news, remember the brave linemen who
make these services possible.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to take a
moment to thank Mississippi Power,
Coast Electric Power Association,
Singing River Electric Power Com-
pany, Pearl River Valley Electric Com-
pany, Dixie Electric Power Associa-
tion, and the many other workers with-
in Mississippi and from out of State
who banded together to restore power
back to our area.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in expressing our gratitude to
these unsung heroes. Without them,
our future would be a lot less bright.
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RECOGNIZING THE MISSISSIPPI 1A STATE CHAM-
PION FOOTBALL TEAM, LUMBERTON HIGH
SCHOOL
Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in recognition of a high school
football team within the Fourth Dis-
trict of Mississippi that now can claim
the prestigious title of State Cham-
pions.

The Lumberton Panthers defeated
Biggersville High School, 20-14, at Mis-
sissippi Veterans Memorial Stadium.

This is the Panthers’ fifth State title
in school history and the first State
title for head coach Zach Jones.

Their win was secured with just 24
seconds left of play and a tied score-
board after senior receiver K’nylan
Willis carried a touchdown pass from a
junior quarterback named Rodney
Parker.

The Panthers were 12-1 this season, a
record to be proud of.

2020 has brought many challenges to
our Nation and has not left our stu-
dents and sports teams untouched.

In my opinion, there are few things
better than a community coming to-
gether to celebrate the resilience and
strength of young athletes.

Congratulations again to Lumberton
High School, all of their players,
coaches, staff, and many supporters.
This will truly be a football season to
remember.

RECOGNIZING THE MISSISSIPPI 5A STATE CHAM-
PION FOOTBALL TEAM, WEST JONES HIGH
SCHOOL
Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in recognition of a high school
football team within the Fourth Dis-
trict of Mississippi that now can claim
the prestigious title of State Cham-
pions.

The West Jones Mustangs defeated
West Point High School, 33-27, at Mis-
sissippi Veterans Memorial Stadium.

This is the Mustangs’ first State title
in school history and for head coach
Scott Pierson, a 27-year coaching vet-
eran.

The Mustangs were behind with 50
seconds to go when senior quarterback,
Alan Follis, rushed 63 yards for the
touchdown.

West Jones’ season concluded with a
13-2 record, showing that, even in
times of adversity, victory is possible.

Seeing a group of young athletes
come together to rise above the chal-
lenges they face and a community cir-
cle around them is very special, espe-
cially in a year like 2020.

Congratulations again to West Jones
High School, all of their players,
coaches, staff, and many supporters. I
am sure this will be a season they
never forget.

[ 1845
RECOGNIZING OAK GROVE HIGH SCHOOL ON
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of a high school
football team within the Fourth Dis-
trict of Mississippi that now can claim
the prestigious title of State cham-
pions.
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The Oak Grove Warriors, led by Head
Coach Drew Causey, defeated Oxford
High School, 29-28, at Mississippi Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium. This is the
Warriors’ second State title in school
history.

The Warriors were 1 point behind
with 7.1 seconds to go after a touch-
down when junior quarterback Kabe
Barnett made the split-second decision
not to kick the extra point to take the
game into overtime and, instead,
rushed 10 yards for a 2-point conversion
to win the game.

Oak Grove Warriors’ season con-
cluded with a 13-0 record, a perfect sea-
son even in the midst of so much un-
certainty in the world.

These young athletes have risen
above all the chaos that 2020 and the
COVID-19 pandemic has brought. They
have shown great strength and leader-
ship and brought a community to-
gether in a divided time.

Congratulations again to Oak Grove
High School, all of their players,
coaches, staff, and many supporters.
2020 will truly be a season to remem-
ber.

HONORING 2020 BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS IN FOURTH
DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
recognition today of two Mississippi el-
ementary schools that were awarded
the 2020 National Blue Ribbon Schools
award. This prestigious award is given
in acknowledgment of overall progress
and closing achievement gaps and/or
being among the State’s highest per-
forming schools.

The first school was Popp’s Ferry El-
ementary School, located in Biloxi,
Mississippi. Popp’s Ferry is a title I
school for kindergarten through third
grade, serving 500 students.

I want to congratulate the principal
at the time of the nomination, Dr.
Todd Boucher; the current principal,
Dr. Vivian Malone; Biloxi Public
Schools Superintendent Marcus
Boudreaux; as well as all members of
the Popp’s Ferry faculty and staff.

The second school is D’Iberville Ele-
mentary School in D’Iberville, Mis-
sissippi. D’Iberville Elementary is a
title I school for kindergarten through
fourth grade, serving more than 700
students. This is their second Blue Rib-
bon Schools award, having previously
been honored in 2009.

I want to congratulate Principal
Cindy Dusang, Harrison County
Schools Superintendent Roy Gill, and
all D’Iberville Elementary faculty and
staff members.

It is an honor that two of the four
Mississippi schools awarded the Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools award call
the Fourth District of Mississippi
home.

Mississippi is fortunate to have
schools and educators dedicated to pre-
paring the next generation. So con-
gratulations again to Popp’s Ferry and
D’Iberville elementary schools on this
incredible achievement.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF RUPERT H. LACY

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise to recognize a true leader of Mis-
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sissippi for his outstanding career of
service, Mr. Rupert H. Lacy.

Mr. Lacy has served as the director
of emergency management, homeland
security, and e-911 for Harrison Coun-
ty, Mississippi, for 13 years.

He was appointed director in Decem-
ber 2007 and has been responsible for a
wide range of public safety activities,
including emergency planning, hazard
mitigation, emergency communica-
tions disaster response, and recovery
for Mississippi’s second most populous
county, comprised of five cities and
more than 200,000 residents.

A native Mississippian, Mr. Lacy was
touched by disasters growing up and
saw the chaos they could cause first-
hand.

In the late 1970s, he started as a vol-
unteer firefighter but has served in
many capacities since then, including
deputy director of Harrison County
Emergency Management, warden of
Leake County Correctional Facility,
captain of support services for Harrison
County Sheriff’s Department, and
training officer for Harrison County
Sheriff’s Department.

An expert in all-hazards comprehen-
sive emergency management, Mr. Lacy
has been a leader on several high-pro-
file incident management teams and
delegations.

During Hurricane Katrina in 2005, he
served as logistics section chief. From
2008 until 2020, Mr. Lacy served as co-
chairman of the National Hurricane
Conference’s response committee, help-
ing scores of coastal communities
share their best practices and lessons
learned.

He is detail-oriented, organized, and
prioritizes safety above all, which is
precisely the type of person you want
running point during hurricane season
or an unprecedented pandemic.

Mr. Lacy was mentored by the late
former Harrison County Emergency
Services director, Wade Guice, and has
since continued this tradition of
mentorship with his coworkers and all
who come in contact with him.

When asked about Mr. Lacy, many of
his coworkers responded that he is a
strong father figure in their lives and
has taught them so much through his
positive example.

After many years of faithful and dis-
tinguished service, Mr. Lacy retired as
EMA director on December 1, 2020.

A resident of Saucier, Mississippi, he
is married to Ivy Lacy and is the proud
father and grandfather of three chil-
dren, four grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren, who all certainly
enjoy the extra time with him.

We thank his family for being so un-
derstanding of his long hours spent
serving others. Over the door in his of-
fice, Mr. Lacy kept a plaque that said:
“Remembering the past and working in
the present to protect the future of
Harrison County.”

It is safe to say he lived this creed
well. Mr. Lacy’s length and breadth of
experience in public safety are to be
applauded.
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I know many join me in wishing him
a happy and restful retirement. It is
my honor and privilege to recognize
the remarkable career of Mr. Rupert H.
Lacy.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF STAFF

SERGEANT ROBERT E. CARTER

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise to recognize the legacy and the
outstanding life of service of Purple
Heart recipient Staff Sergeant Robert
E. Carter.

He was born September 2, 1986, in San
Luis Obispo, California, to Rick and
Linda Carter. Staff Sergeant Carter at-
tended Rio Vista High School and San
Joaquin Delta College as a firefighter
for a degree in fire science. He was also
in the process of completing his bach-
elor of science in public health at The
University of Southern Mississippi in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

Staff Sergeant Carter joined the
United States Army on April 25, 2007,
and attended training at Fort Benning,
Georgia, where he graduated as an 11
Bravo Infantryman.

Staff Sergeant Carter’s first deploy-
ment was in 2007 to Baghdad under the
Dagger Brigade in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.

His second deployment was from No-
vember 2008 to November 2009 for Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom as a rifle team
leader and platoon designated marks-
man in charge of Small Denial Team’s
counteroffensive for IEDs. It was dur-
ing this deployment on April 5, 2009,
that he sustained injuries from an IED
explosion while conducting dismounted
clearance of a hostile village in Balad
Ruz, Iraq.

His final deployment was in July 2011
to Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. During this deploy-
ment, he created and implemented the
Afghanistan National Army’s sniper
course.

His last assignment before retire-
ment was to serve as a sniper-observer
course trainer.

A few of Staff Sergeant Carter’s
awards and decorations included: Pur-
ple Heart, Army Commendation Medal,
Army Achievement Medal, Valorous
Unit Award, National Defense Service
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal,
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, NATO
Medal, Expert Infantryman Badge, and
Combat Infantryman Badge.

He earned each of these accolades
and will be remembered for his unwav-
ering service to his country.

Staff Sergeant Carter was laid to rest
on October 19, 2020, at the Sacramento
Valley National Cemetery.

He is survived by his fiancee, Erica
Farmer. Staff Sergeant Carter was a
beloved son, brother, and friend to all
who knew him.

He accomplished more in just his 34
years on this Earth than most do in a
lifetime. I had the pleasure of meeting
with and presenting Staff Sergeant
Carter with his Purple Heart award on
January 24, 2020.

He was a true American hero, moti-
vated by the love of his fellow man. We
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are all indebted to the sacrifices he
made through his unwavering commit-
ment to boldly defending our country.

It is an honor to recognize Staff Ser-
geant Robert E. Carter’s life and legacy
of service.

HONORING THE WORKS OF CANNIE LEE CODY

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the outstanding career
of service of Mr. Cannie Lee Cody.

Mr. Cody hails from Jacksonville,
Florida, and volunteered at 18 years old
to serve his country in the United
States Coast Guard.

After a few years, he decided to fol-
low the path to become a detective. At
the age of 29, Mr. Cody graduated as
valedictorian from the Duval County
Patrol Academy. He served as a high-
way patrolman for 5 years, eventually
reaching the rank of detective sergeant
at the Duval County Sheriff’s Office.

In the 1960s, riots began to break out
in Jacksonville, Florida. One riot oc-
curred on March 23, 1964, and on that
evening, Mrs. Johnnie Mae Chappell, a
mother of 10, was shot and killed. Mrs.
Chappell had returned home by bus and
then walked to a local store. Upon ar-
riving home, she realized she had left
her wallet and went to look for it along
the highway.

According to witnesses, a dark sedan
slowed down and a shot was fired from
the vehicle, which killed Mrs. Chappell.
The case was left open and unsolved.

Five months later, Mr. Cody and his
partner encountered a young man who
they suspected was involved in the
murder. This encounter led them to
three other assailants who also con-
fessed to Mrs. Chappell’s murder.

By this time, they had tracked down
the murder weapon and enough evi-
dence to close the case. They gave the
uncovered information to the chief of
police, but sadly, they were removed
from the case and lost their jobs a year
later.

Mr. Cody had spent the following dec-
ades trying to get justice for Mrs.
Chappell and her family. For years, he
sought vindication and to expose the
corruption of the officials involved.

Mr. Cody went on to write a book
called ‘“The 14th Denial: A Civil Rights
Memoir,”” which inspired the movie
“Wanted Justice: Johnnie Mae Chap-
pell.” Both the book and movie are
thought-provoking and share an in-
credibly important story.

For his service, Mr. Cody is being
honored by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for his dedication to our
country and the civil rights movement.

Mr. Cody has spent his life fighting
for what is right and serving others. It
is an honor to recognize the heroic ca-
reer of service of Mr. Cannie Lee Cody.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

e —
CAPITOL HILL CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
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gentleman from Texas (Mr. RoYy) for 30
minutes.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Mississippi for his
great remarks about these wonderful
heroes, men and women in uniform who
served our country valiantly overseas
and here in law enforcement.

I had the honor of attending the fu-
neral of a constituent who passed away
when the helicopter went down in Sinai
a few weeks back because he was one of
my constituents in San Antonio, and it
was a great celebration of his life.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Mississippi for honoring these great
folks, your constituents in Mississippi.
I appreciate it.

Mr. Speaker, here we are, as predict-
able as Christmas. We are at it again,
a T-day continuing resolution, which
the American people look at in wonder
and amazement during the Christmas
season, that every year their illus-
trious leaders in the House of Rep-
resentatives can find their way to be
even more incompetent, year to year,
in how we conduct the affairs of this
great Nation.

We might as well call these funding
debacles the Capitol Hill Christmas
Pageant. We show up. We put on a
show. We sell out the American people.
We close up and head home. And we do
it like clockwork.

I don’t know if anybody has noticed,
but we are almost at $28 trillion in
debt. We are blowing past our gross do-
mestic product, a general sign in his-
tory of a nation in decline, which none
of us, of course, would want to ac-
knowledge that the United States of
America would be facing.

J 1900

I am in amazement as I watch my
colleagues running around talking
about budget caps. I am a fan of budget
caps, but there are no budget caps here.
Anyone who is talking about budget
caps, going over them or going under
them, we don’t adhere to budget caps.
We set budget caps in 2011, and had we
adhered to them we would have saved
almost $800 billion since then.

But what do we do? We have these
deals. We come together. We jack up
the budget caps. We blow out spending
in defense. We blow out nondefense dis-
cretionary spending. And then we all
kind of wave at each other and com-
plain about spending and go home.
That is we do.

What are we going to do next week?
We are going to spend another $1.4 tril-
lion, which, again, will bust existing
caps by at least a little, and then some
will jockey around about that, about
whether we should save the $12 billion
and try to adhere to those caps, forget-
ting the fact that we are $300 billion
over the 2011 